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INTRODUCTION. 


1 E-IE difficulty and importance of a pub¬ 
lic flation is fbfficieut to animate the exer¬ 
tion of great abilities. Tt is no final! tri¬ 
bute of public praile to admit that Mr. 
Dundas has combined in one ad of Parlia¬ 
ment the intcrefb of Great Britain and 
of the EaffiIndia Company, and that the 
prot perky of Great Britain and of liritijb 
India is attainable by the judicious applica¬ 
tion of its powers. 

Credit may he given to .Mr. Francis when 
he lays, <s that he would abandon the 
“ fubjed of Lidia for ever, if he could, 
“ but that he will not confult his eafe at 
t( the expence of his honour*.” When 
he proceeds to fay that Mr. Dundas'$ prin¬ 
ciples alid declarations, though barren and 
xuip; odudive in his hands, will not be 

* Mr. Frai. is’ Speech, April 23, 1793, and Par¬ 
liamentary Debates. Debntt. 


MIN/Sr^ 



[ ii 1 

kiefs in his own #, it becomes ncceflay 
for thole who difiem from any part of the 
preient iyilem, to examine the foundations 
of Mr. Francis' plans, and the extent of 
the me -lures which his honour urges him 
to inculcate, and which he has fb fuceefs- 
fuLly diffufed among the moft eminent men 
of this country , and continues to promul¬ 
gate t. The revenue regulations of ! Tippco 
Stiltdun appeared conclufive both againft 
Mr. Francis and Sir John Shore's revenue 
plans; from fern.imerits of humanity,, 
which had been awaked during the exer- 
eife of a delegated truft, and were not 
Hilled, after the duty had ceafed, I had 
lent a copy of that work to the prefs, that 
it might be known, .when 1 read the fol¬ 
lowing article in the Morning Chronicle of 
the 18th of July, *793 : 


'* Mr. Francis' Speech, 23d April, 1793, and Par¬ 
liamentary Debates. Dcbrett. 

t Vide Original Minutes, &c. £776- Dcbrett, 1782. 
— ! leads of Mr. I) amis’ Speech, 23d April, 1792. 
Dcbrett. — Letter from Mr. Francis to Lord North, 
1776. Dcbrett, 1793. — And in all the Regifters, &c. 
and Debates on India affairs. 


the public, that the humane and rational 
principle for which Mr. Francis has for 
years contended, in behalf of the natives 
of India, namely, that the ruling power, 
let its title to the dominion be whit it 
world, neither was, nor could be, propri¬ 
etor of the foil, is now eftablifhed by 
fuch diredfc pofitive evidence, as it is not 
ill the power of rapacity itfelf to contro* 
vert, though fupported as it has been by 
fophiflry, fraud, and falfchood. It i$ a fcan- 
dal to the name of Briiain that fuch a 
queilion Jhouki have been permitted to 
fubfiil; but it is now at Iaft decided ; and 
if the pretended reprelentatives of a fociety 
of merchants fhould {till continue to grafp 
the entire rents of the country, in their 
alfumcd character of proprietors of the 
lands, they mull, do it now by avowed and 
barefaced violence. All their other titles 
to plunder India are annihilated by evi¬ 
dence, as they ought to have been long 
face by reafbn, policy,' and juflice. We 
have taken the following curious docu¬ 
ment from the Supplement to the Calcutta 
Gazette, dated the 27th of December* 
b 2 
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only as a proof of the learning and bene¬ 
volence of the excellent author, but<of the 
practical, utility of the learning arid talents 
of ftudious men, when applied, as they 
have been uniformly by Sir William Jones, 
to the benefit of mankind.” 


14 The mportance of the fubjeBitfeif, and the 
refpeft due to the learned author, render it 
unneccjfary to apologise for puhl'fhing the 
Johovsnig hxtredi from the drejacedo the 


A 1 Sirajiyyah, lately pub!fbed by Sir Wil¬ 
liam Jones.” 


“ Ur § e &, 1 am greatly deceived, the 
work now profen ted to. the public, decides 
the queflion which has been flatted, wfo- 
thsr by the Moghul confutation, the foveref n 
be not the foie proprietor of all the land m 
bis empire, •which he or hispndeceffors have 
not granted to a fubftt and his heirs; tor 
nothing can be more certain, than that 
land, rents, and goods are, in the language 
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of all Mahometan lawyers, property alike 
alienable and inheritable ; and fo far is the 
fovereign from having any right of property 
in the goods or lands of his people, that 
even elcheats are never appropriated to his 
ufe, bur. fall into a fund for the relief of 
) the poor, Sharif expreflly mentions felds 
and houfes as inheritable and alienable pro¬ 
perty : he fays, that a houfe, on which 
there is a lien, fhall not be fold to defray 
even funeral expences, and that if a man 
dig a well in his own field, and another mail 
perilb by falling into it, he incurs no 
guilt; but, if he had trefpaned on the field 
of andther man, and had been the occafion 
of death, ho rnuft pay the price of blood; 
that buildings and trees pafs by a fale of 
land, though not corr-erfely; and he al¬ 
ways exp redes what we call property by 
an empharical word implying dominion. 
Such dominion , fays he, may be acquired 
by tiie aft of parties, as in the cafe of con¬ 
tracts, or, by the aft of law, as in the 
cafe of defeent ; an t, having obferved, that 
freedom is the civil exijlence and life. 'of a man , 
but Jlavcry his death and annihilation , he 
adds, becaufe freedom ejlaldijbes his right of 
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^property, which chiefly difinguijhcs mm from 
o', her animals, and from things inanimate; lo 
that he would have confidered fubjeSis 
without property (which, as he fays in. ano¬ 
ther place, comprifes every thin;’ that a man 
may fell, or give, or leave for his heirs) as 
mere Jlaves without civil life ; yet Sharif 
was beloved and rewarded by the very con¬ 
queror from whom the imperial houfe of 
Delhi boa fled of their defcent. The Koran 
shots to certain, kindred of the deceafed 
fpecific /hares of what he left , without a 
lyllable in the book that intimates a /hade 
of follin&ions between realty and perio- 
naltv; there is therefore ho diftinflion, 
for interpreters muft make none, where 
the law has not diftinguifiled : as to Ma¬ 
homed, he fays in pofitive words, that if 
a man leave either property or rights , they 
go to his heirs ; and Sharif adds, that an 
heir Jucceeds to his ancejhrs ejiate with an 
djolute right of ewnerfhip, right cf poffefm, 
and 1 power cf alienation. Now 1 am fully 
per loaded that no Muffuhnan Prince, in any 
age or country, would have harboured a 
thought of controverting the/e authorities. 
Had the tioilrine lately broached been fu a - 
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.cited to the ferocious, but politic and 
religious Omari lie would* in his bdt 
mood, have a iked his councilor fternly, 
whether he imagined hirnfelf wifer <hari 
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God and his Prophet, and, v:r one of his 
paflionate Tallies, would have ipunu J him 
as a blafphemer from his prefence, ha-1 ir 
been even his deareil friend or hi • abide 
general: the placid and- 1 benevolent Alt 
would have given a hadhi rebuke to fvicli 
ail advi Ter; and SJunmgzeje himfclf, the 
bloodied: of afiaflins and molt avaricious 
of men, would not ha^e adopted and pro¬ 
claimed lufh an opinion, whatever his 
courtiers and Haves might have faid, in 
their zeal to aggrandize their mailer, to a 
foreign phyfician and philoibpher, who too 
haflily believed them, and aferibed to inch 
a iyitem all the defblation of which he had 
been a witnefs. Conquel-1: could have 
made no difference; lor, either the law of 
the conquering nation was eflablilhcd in 
India , or that of the conquered whs fuf- 
fered to remain: if the firft, the Koran 
and the dicta of Mahomed were fountains, 
too facred to be violated, both of public 
and private law; if the fecond, there is 
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end of the debate ; for the old Hindoos 
ixsoft affuredly were abiblute Proprietors-of 
their land, though they called their fove- 
reigns I,ords of the Earth ; as they gave 
the title Gods on Earth to the Brahmins, 
whom they punched, neverthdefs, for 
theft with, all due fieverity. Should it be 
urged, that, although an Indian prince 
may have no right, in his executive capa¬ 
city, to the land of his fiubje&s, yet, as 
the foie legifiathe power, he is above con- 
troul; I anfwer firmly, that. Indian prin¬ 
ces never bad, nor pretended to have, an. 
unlimited legiflative authority, but were 
always under the controul of laws believed 
to be divine, with which they never clai¬ 
med any power of diijpenli ngd’ 




I am happy in an opportunity of ad¬ 
vancing thefe arguments againd a dodlriuc 
which I think unjuft, unfounded, and big 
with ruin ; for in the courfe of nine years, 
I have ieen enough of thefe provinces and 
their inhabitants, to be convinced, that, if 
we hope to make our government a bleding 
to them and a durable benefit to ourfelves, 
we mud realize our hope, not by wring- 




taking- no more of their wealth than the 
public exigencies, and their own fecurky, 
may actually require ; net by dimitiifhing 
file inhere ft., which landlord?. mu ft natural!; 
take in ihetr ouv/ foil, but by augmenting 
it to the utmoft, and giving them aflii- 
rance that: it will defeend to their hem;: 
when their laws of property, which they 
literally hold /acred, fhall in practice be 
Secured to them; when the land-tax fhall 
be fo moderate that tire}" cannot have a 
coloured pretence to rack their tenants, 
and when they fhall have had a well- 
grounded confidence, that the proportion 
of it will never be raifed, except for a time 
on feme great emergence, which tmv ear- 
danger all they pofteis; when either the 
performance of every legal con trad fhall 
be enforced, or certain and adequate com- 
penfation be given for the breach of it ; 
when no wrong fhall remain unrcdiefted, 
and when redrefs fhall be obtained at little 
expence, and with all the fpeed that may 
be confiftent with neceffary deliberation ; 
then will tine population and refources of 


dngal and Bakar continually increase, and 
our nation will have the glory of conferring 
hapoinefs on con fide rably more than twen¬ 
ty-four millions (which is, at leaft, the 
prel ui. number) of their native inhabi¬ 
tants, whole cheerful induftry will enrich 
their beneladlors, and whole firm attach- 
meat will 'ecure the permanence of our 
dominion,” 

Among the various literary obliga¬ 
tions we owe to Sir William Jones, I had 
reckoned the evidence hr Sacottiala of 
the antiquity of the corn rent , dated 
in the Ayeen Akberry* to have been the 
euftom of Bengal, graciovrUy continued 
by the Emperor to his Hindoo fubjefis. 
When 1 heard that Sir William had com¬ 
mented on the revenue fyftem of Bengal, 
in 1792, 1 flattered myfelf that: we thould, 
on his authority, know whether the defi¬ 
nition of Zemindar -f, or Collector of the 
Royal or Jageer Lands , is correft ? 

, y Ayeen Akberry, VoL. I. p. 347 , and ibid. Vol. 
1 T . Soubah Bengal and Bahar. 

-f- Ayeen Akberry, Vol. I. p. 37 2 * 


Whether Crown lands, annexed to offices 
civil or military, with fervices fpecified tr 
the Sunnuds , were in the Mogiul fyftw'n, 
or ought to he, in juftice and policy, More 
dependant on the Sovereign, than cdti) ' ’ 
lands held by the R.tyut, with rein or tri¬ 
bute fpecified in the Pottah, or heritable 
leafe of the cultivator of the foil? 

Whether Sunnuds, or written cotmnif- 
fions, grants, or ieales in India, can be 
difttnguilhed without mi petting them, any 
mom than a freehold, copyhold, or annual 
leafe can in hurope be diftinguifhed with¬ 
out perilling the leafe ? 

Whether reference tc a public regifter, 
as in the regifter counties of England , 
would not in. India be Ids vexatious than 
to abolil'h the public regifter, and refer ti¬ 
tles to fuits in a modern court Dewannee 
Adaulet ? 

In ftiort, whether Sir John Shore's fct- 
tlement is preferable to Mr. Grant's pro- 
pofed imitation of a fixed rule, aft ual mk- 





iureraent, valuation, and equal afleflraent, 
to the Moghul iyftetn ? 
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I was chagrined to find, on Sir William 


yams'5 authority, that reference to addi¬ 
tional Mahcmedon authority is yet necefi- 
.Cary to decide whether any ipecies of pro¬ 
perty was compatible with the Korani and 
to read the re till t of nine years obfemtions 
of Britijh management, cotnprilecl in a 
few ethical fentences* which all modern 
difputants will adopt, for they all profefs 
ethics, though every practical experiment 
has produced injuftice and extortion. 

When I faw this extract at once con¬ 
founded with Mr. Francis’ s iyflem, I felt 
that I might be confounded with the advo¬ 
cates of huvlefs rapine ; and I determined, 
after a part of the Myforean Regulations 
were printed off, to dblinguilh the princi¬ 
ples of different periods ; this late dec 5 don 
increafed the defedVs to a carelefs arrange¬ 
ment; if it fhail be intelligible, my objeft 
will be, perhaps, better anfwered than if 
I nad gone out of my own room to feek 
information, or to advifeevea with a Angle 
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psrfon. What I ftate is from recollection 
of pa ft meifures,- and from materials which 
1 had coJIeacd for my information; 
and what I. communicate from my private 
• correspondence will not be mailed by par- 
tial'iiy to private friends, nor to particular 
adminiftrations. A degree of amour prof re- 
inclined me not to affix my name to fo im* 
perfecl a publication ; if it feall be known, 
it will be very unimportant. .Having ne¬ 
ver entered into covenants with the Com¬ 
pany, nor M any time flureu its intereis 
as a proprietor of India ftock, and having 
never been in India, it may be enquired 
why I take this trouble. My anfwer is 
foort; I have followed the progrefs of 
friends through every part of India ; my 
mind often hangs over the honourable 
graves of much-lamented friends in India', 

I enjoy the fociety of others, who have 
returned with honour to Great Britain ; 
and others yet remain in India whom I re- 
fpetf: and value. I do not publiih for 
them ; I have reckoned life well fpent, 
when it founded the bare hope of deferving 
friendfhip ; and 1 do not reckon it a iacii- 
fee to devote a few hours in the hope of 
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contributing to the protcdion of millions 
of fellow fubjeds, who will never be con- 
lei ous of my evidence. My motive in all 
event mud be. my apology; and without, 
farther preface, I /hall examine the ad 
cm lb lily as to its general principles of 
conneding Great Britain with Britijb India 
in the Introduction, and then proceed to 
confider the internal management of Bri - 
tlfb India , under Mahotnedan and Britijh- 
conquerors, and to deduce a plan for Bnlifh 
India, conncded with the principles of the 
ad of the lafl leffion of Parliament, 



Principles of the Act for fettling the Govern¬ 
ment and Trade o/Britifli ludia, 1793. 


f’ljH 

•i H E Parliament of Great Britain, in 
the jait feflion, has granted a period of 
twenty years, from the ill of March, 
x 794; during which it may be expected, 
that the profperky of Great Britain and 
Briitjh India will arife from the juflice, 
wifdom, and moderation of Great Britain? 
hi fettling the rule of permanent connec¬ 
tion with its diflant, but invaluable, pro¬ 
vinces. In the aft of 1793, we mult 
look for the powers veiled in Commilho- 
ners in behalf of the State j and in the 
Company, under its double defcriptlon, 
■managers of a limited exclufive commerce, 
reiponfible to the Proprietors; and agents 
for the management of the landed revenues 
of the State, reiponfible to the Mmifters 
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of the Crown, and to the Parliament of 
Great Britain . 


It may pit fomc politicians to confider 
this a& as the novelty which Mr. Bttndas 


announced to Parliament when, he initeo 
« that the difficulties he had experienced 
«<• had ariftn not only from the magnitude 
and importance of the fubjeft, but from 
the fyfiem which he was to propole be- 
in ^in oppjition to eftablifhed theories 
“ in government and in commerce. Theft 
14 theories, he admitted, were juft and 
* s - applicable to other cafes r and yet he 
*« found it dangerous to liften to them 
«* when he was deviling a plan of govern- 
“ rnent and a Jyftem of trace for Beit if) 
*<■ India.” Others may, incline to lay with 
Mr. Francis. “ by one general prelimi- 
“ nary declaration 1 mean to include al- 
« moft the whole of what the Right Ho- 
“ nourable Gentleman has hated, namely, 
44 that the meafure he propofes, the priti- 
44 ciples he maintains, the facts he nit its, 

* Speech of the Right Hon. H. fJundas, Apii? 

1:79,3. Reprinted in Parliamentary Debates, 
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“ an< l the arguments with which he fup* 
“ P orts his propofitioa's, appear to me to 
“ ftand in dircdt oppofition to truth, to 
“ reafon, to pohcy, to experience, and to 

* juftice; and to be dangerous in tlieir 
“ application and effea, as they are fatfe 
M and abfurd in' their conception. I do 
“ not apply this language to the Right 
“ Honourable Gentleman, but to the 
“ tnonftrous fcheme he recommends, and 
“ the aftomfh ing reafon? lie affigns for it 

A gentleman, defer vedly eiieemed in the 
philofbphical and literary world, with great, 
labour and ability, had compiled for.the 
information of the Board of Controul, an 
Abftraft of the Plans for British India, 
which Mr. Dundas , with great liberality, 
permitted to be published, in addition to 
his annual report of the revenues and 
charges of Indta 7 and of the trade of the 
Eaft-Iodia Company. The avowal of thcfe 
data removes “ the veil from the arcana of 
c ‘ Indian politicsit would therefore be 

* Heads of Mr. Francis’ Speech in Jteply to 
Mr. Dundas, April 23. De&rett, 1793. 
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an ill return to cavil and pervert this faci¬ 
lity of examination and comment to any 
other purpofe than fttpplemental obferva- 
tions, tending to facilitate the mcaiures of 
Government, by pointing out exifting er¬ 
ror, and bv fuggefting pradicable remedy; 
an attentive pcrufal of the aft will dived 
it from pretentions to paradoxical novel¬ 
ty, and will protect it from i weeping in¬ 
ventive. ■ 


<SL 


i. The a& vefts in the State its right to 
Sovereignty over the territorial pofluilions 
in India,, and in the Minifters of the Crown 
ample power of fuperintending or con- 
troling all matters of a financial, civil, or 
military nature. 


2, It preferves the Trade to the Com¬ 
pany in all its branches, and admits of a 
limited participation of trade to His Ma- 
jefty’s fubjefts, under the direction of the 
Board of Commiffioners, fubjed to appeal 
to the Privy Council, and to a pofitive re- 
Iponfibility to Parliament. 


$t 'Xhe Plans for Britifh India. 1793* 


MIN IST/fy 



■$, It exprefsiy continues a Guarantee 
or a Charter of Rights, by continuing 
the promifes held forth in the ads of the 
2,i and 24. Geo, III, to preserve the infi*« 
tutioas and laws ©f the natives by the mild 
fpirit of Britilh Government.! 

It therefore may be' (aid to be founded 
cu. principles congenial and prevalent in. 
Great Britain, compatible with eftabliihed 
theories of government an l commerce, 
and “ (luted to the liberal views of the 
<f Britilh nation, which require a variety 
“ of particulars to be more minutely 
“ known and inquired into before it will 
* 6 be poffible to realize the whole in a lyf- 
“ tem.” 

The profperity of Great Britain and 
the profperity of India now depend on the 
judicious diferimination of the real cir- 
cumilances, laws, opinions, and rights of 
the natives of Britilh India, hitherto en¬ 
veloped in obfeurity, artificially increafed 
by the native managers of a nominal Mo¬ 
gul government, and by Banyans, the na¬ 
tive managers of the concerns of the Com- 
c z 
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pany’s lervants, by whole agency or cob 
lull on public or private peculation has been 
conducted; and by whole art and mi fill- 
formation every financial fyftem of faith¬ 
ful and able fervants of the Company has 
hitherto been fruftrated. It will therefore 
be proper to bring to more general no¬ 
tice the adtual ora&ice of an exiftmg Ma- 
homedau government, and to confideir 
what principles of former theories are 
compatible with the beneficent purpofes of 
the prelent a£t, and with the rights and 
profpericy of Britilh India. If the data 
are not admitted, an inquiry, purfued with¬ 
out the lpur of party, will alcertain truth, 
the information of thole difiitiguifhed men 


in the Company’s fervice, whole thirl f fdfr’’ - 
knowledge has; not been fuperfedtd by the ' 
thirft for riches, will not be wanting, the 
fame means of information which has 
opened to Europe the literature 6 ? the Eaflr, 
will explain in wllat the wifdom of the 
Baft, famed in facred and profane writ, 
confifted ; and by what means the inoffm- 
five Hindoo may be refcued from oppref- 
fion, and the Britilh name from dilhonour. 
Too long have Hindoo politicians lamented 
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that the EngUih knew how to conquer, 
but not to govern, India. 


“ There were (laid Mr, Dundas) fadb 
“ and events reipeStng which there could 
“ be no difference of opinion. India, 
“ or the country of Hindoftan, governed 
f‘ by Britain, is in a Bate of profperity 
*,* unknown to it, under the, molt wife 
“ and politic of its ancient: Sovereigns.” 
That it may become profperous under the 
prefent act is ferioufly to be believed, but 
that it is fo in the degree ' confident with 
Britilh honour and Britifh policy cannot be 
admitted: and it is cruel to labour to lave 
the national honour by uniting its errors 
exclufivdy on an individual. Late events 
in Europe have proved that the exercife 
of reafon and j u dice is fubjedt to decay in 
focieties founded on. thofe principles; and 
in political paroxyfrris of dates, the un~ 
coritroled exercile of the pafHons is feme- 
times employed fydema tic ally to fubvert 
order, and as a preliminary to renovation; 
the fame experience will prove it more 
eaiy to deftroy than to renovate. 
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ill India the paraxyfin. is over, and the 
diftind orders of its fociety exift, but are 
neither methodized nor underftood. Will 
not our 'experience of India juftify the hope 
that it may attain greater profperity than 
it at prelent enjoys ? Will not Mr. Dun- 
das’s political•experience prove, that a great 
part of the information he has received is 
to difguifed by European party or private 
iatereft, as to become al mold as utelefs and 
un entertaining as the miferable novels 
which apply Indian names to the coflume 
of Europe ? Will he affert that his own 
mind is fettled on the detailed application 
of his own principles ? Will he not re¬ 
view thofe parts of the political and terri¬ 
torial management of India, to which the 
following obfervations principally apply ? 
and will he be lefs difpofed to take that 
trouble from their being add relied to the 
attention of the public, with the aiflertion 
arifing from ferious con vision, that the 
errors of the financial experimental fettle- 
ment of Bnhar , rbfidered, if polfibie, per¬ 
manent there, and extended to the reft of 
Britilh India, will unintentionally occafion 
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ore permanent calamity to the natives oP J 
India than, any former experiment ? 


i. Sovereignly . 

For the purpofes of legiilation or go- 
vernmcnt, we ra§p remember, that the 
definition of the Sovereign in whom the 
powers of government veil, is not. fulfil * 
dent. 

The government eftablilhed by Mahome¬ 
tan conquerors of Hindpjldfh cannot p.to- 
perly be continued in their name after the 
Sovereignty is transferred Into other hands, 
Mahometan fubjefts, according to the pro- 
portion of their number and property, to 
the population and property in the coun¬ 
try, mull be confidered, and influence tnc 
attention of the new Sovereign, who must 
refpect the prejudices of the many, and 
preferve the rights of the whole, Policy 
urges invefttgatioa of the cuftoms, opi¬ 
nions, and laws of the natives, that prin¬ 
ciples congenial to good morals and good 
police may, with the lead violence to 
their ufages and prejudices, be efiablifhed. 



[ XXIV j 

judicious management the conqueri 
»rn.cs the father of the people; the ve¬ 
neration for the name of Akber will not be 
forgot in thndojian. Even temporary ra¬ 
ids or dilfridts may delefve the bleffings 
of the gentle Hindoo, like Mahomed Az'im, 
who, during his refidence at Dacca , was 
fo beloved, that the inhabitants, . to this 
day, :n their common longs, lament his 
fate with tears, and celebrate his memory *. 
IVtere preference marked by Government 
may preferve the good, while deftrucHve. 
principles may fall into diiu.fc, by perfedf 
toleration. 


JTht' accounts taken from different ob- 
lervers vary as to the exadd proportion of 
the Mahomedan and Hindoo fubjedls of 
Great Britain. Mr, Scrajton , ffiling f|j^ 
Mauomedans of all lefts and delcriptions 
under the denomination of Moors , fays, 
they are not in number the hundredth part 
of the natives f. I think Major fanned 


* HmweW* Interetting Events, Vol. I. p . 2 3. 
f Reflections on the Govemmens of Hindejian, 


*>20, L. Scra/tm, 1763. 
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bp'nofes the Moors to be a fixth part of 

^iy/X ' „ W * 


--^the inhabitants ot Bengal. In the Ciwiri, 
Mr. Grant (fates the population to be two 
millions and. a half of Hindoos, and fome 
thoufands only ot Mahotnedans , many of 
them in the militia, &c.; but their united 
tefhmony makes it indifputable, that the 
mafs of the people, who can claim mete 
rights under the aft of Parliament, fortu¬ 
nately for Great Britain, axe Hindoos. Let 
thofe: who legiflate read their charafter: 
“ Uninfluenced by the Mahometan, r, the 
“ Hindoos are a meek, fuperftitious, chart- 
“ table people, a charafter formed by their 
44 temperance, cufto.ms, and religion ; they 
44 prefer a lazy apathy, and frequently 
44 quote this faying from a favourite book: 
“ 4 It is better to lit than to walk, to lie 
44 down than to walk; better to deep than 
44 to wake; and death is heft of all*.” 

Half chriftians, or any other half prin¬ 
cipled men, form the nioft dangerous, it 
not the moll abandoned, of the human 
fpecies ; and if the meal ore of converting 


* R fleftions, Scra/ion r p. 17. 
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^)Mtnd&as by parliamentary authority, whic 

e^was adopted as a rider to the prefent aft, 
and was rejc&ed by the Houfe of Commons, 
finill be revived, may the principle of re¬ 
jecting fyftems or' proleivtifm, as wrong in 
themfelves, and as productive, in mot 
calcs, of abide and of political mifchief'*, 
ably Hated by Mr* Fox, be fubftituted to 
culpable complaifance to any individual; 
and if Mr. Dundas lhall want an argument 
*tn point. Jet his own good fen fe .give weight 
to Mr. Serafton’s evidence f, 

Jo addition to Mr. Scrafion’s lift of 
Moors, inhabitants of Bengal, let us re¬ 
member the progrefs of a great nation riling, 
or rifen, in the N. Weft o i Hindojlan, the 
See ks> for whole particular religious tenets 
we arc indebted' to Air* Wilkins, as well as 
for his many iutereftihg communications!'* 
Mi. Forjler alfo had found a eonuderable 
number of this left at Calcutta. Mr. Grot* 
informs us that the Lombardks.. Bunjar - 

* Sketch of Debate, May 25, ijy ;,. 
t Reflexions, p. 7. 

t Aflatic Rcfcacches, Vol, I, p, 2913, &q. 
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mbs, or tribes of inland carriers, arc & 
tribe of Seeks, fubdivided into eighteen 
fmaller tribes, all followers of Naneek Skah t 
and defendants of comp followers, who 
attended Shah yehan and /llhm Geer in 
their -wars in the Decan , and continue 
wandering tribes, Mr. Wilkins attended 
their meetings at Patna , and was invited 
to become a follower of Naneek Shah *. Ho 
informs us, “ a perfon having fhewn a 
“ lincere inclination to renounce his for- 
“ mer opinions, to any five or more Seeks 
** a-fierafeled together in any place, as well 
*« on the high way as in a houfe of wor- 
«< fhip, they fend to the firfi; fhop where 
«« fweetmeats are iold, and procure a frost! 
“ quantity of a particular fort, which is 
* '■ very common, and, as • recoiled!, they 
« call Bataja \ and having diluted it in 
** pure water, they fprinkle feme ot it 
“ on the body and into the eyes of the 
« convert, whillt one of the beffc inftrti&ed 

* Naneek Shab, before his apofbicy, was a Hindoo 
ef "he Khitry or military caft. He flourijOhed four 
hundred years ago at Punjab, and founded this in- 
treating fedt. 
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repeats to him, in any language in which 
“ ,le converfant, the chief canons ©f 
tLeii faith, exacting from him a foie non 
“ Fomife to abide bv them the reft of his 
liic; this is the whole ceremony. 
1 - 13 include all the wanderers 


rmni (.lie Ko an and Shajler , and muft he 
included in the political view of native 
ftates. The Seeks are already on our fron ¬ 
tier, and muft: be combined with our po¬ 
licy; their diftinguifhitig. character as a 
nation is the love of toleration, of inde¬ 
pendence, and of property. They are "here 
mentioned as dimiidfliing the proportion of* 
the followers of the Koran ,, and confe- 
quently decrealing the needfitv of the Ko¬ 
ran being the unive-rfal code for the natives 
of Br : ti/h India* It muft be admitted, 
tl'Ht Britifh India, denominated from its 
native fubje&s, both in number and pro- 
} i.- tv, is a riindoo nation; it is consequently 
confident with the a 61 of Parliament, and 
demon ft rably confiftent with policy, to 
render it in eftedl a Britijh Hindoo govern- 
i:um - *> g* lve ^ unity of intereft and 


# Pjans for India, jn 414, 
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principle through the whole vale of the 
Ganges% the Circars „ and the Carnatic , to 
Mount Delhi, on the coail of Malabar, by 
following up protection to every fubjedt ; 
and to tributary Sovereigns, by oblerving 
good faith y and when influence is politi¬ 
cally neceflary, .to exercife it only io far as 
may combine in one fyftem the mt.erdt.3 
which, geographically, are udeparable. 

Thefe general obfervations may fuffice 
for the general defpription of natives of 
Britijh Indict, who mu if be within the pur¬ 
view of the a&. When 1 read in the Plans 
for Britijh India*, and know that it truly 
defences the exifbng policy and letter of 
treaties, I cannot help recojfetfdng Gover¬ 
nor' JohnfotH ipeech t in 177.2, when the 
definition of Ghdftians, which is. conti- 
tinued. to this day, wits introduced. i 
had the honour of preienting to this Houfe 
a petition from a poor opprefled Armenian 
merchant, who lulxered long imprifon* 

* P. 41a. French fubjeib are as Bntijh fubjea. ; 
other Europeans are as Braijh fubje&s. 

f Parliamentary Debates, Vol. XXIW p. 65. 
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ment, without ever being able to know 
the crime of which he is accufed. It is 
true, on finding his cafe was laid before 
the Houle, the framers of this bill, have, 
in Tome meafure, comprehended his fc£t 
within the remedies of their law, by in¬ 
serting the word CbrijHan; but it was not 
becaufe he was a Chriftian that I prefemed 
his petition, but becaufe he was a human 
being and a fellow creature, and becaufe 
his cafe brought the iituation of all the in¬ 
habitants of Bengal fairly before the Houfe; 
nor can the gentlemen who patronize this 
bill ihew me one reafon for inferring the 
word Chriftian , that does not apply equally 
for putting in the words Mujfulman and 
Gtntoo 

Since that period the pledge of Parlia¬ 
ment has been given 'to govern the natives 
according to their rights and ulages; and 
as the mafs of the people is Hindoo, the 
influence of Britijh jcfticc and honour may 
be clothed in the forms of Mahotncdan or 
Hindoo procefs. But the name of the 
Moghul ought not to pervade Bsiftfh India; 
the Koran cannot be the guarantee of the 




rights and the protection to Aliatic fubjeCts 
of Great Britain, becaufe the a& of Par¬ 
liament has wifely guaranteed the Km an to 
Mahometans, the Shajler to Hindoos in the 
Bengal provinces, and the ieta am to .lie 
Hindoos hi the Decan ; and with this in 
view, Great Britain may lately compile <i 
code for Britijh India- 

The French *, hacked with the power 
of France , and by powerful native allies, 
folicited, by her merchants, in 1786, to 
fettle at Calcutta ; and can it be doubted 
that every nation will be thankful to ex¬ 
change their antiquated Fhirmaund for the 
protection of Great Britain. Why keep 
up diftinCtions to provoke dilcuffions, hen 
no European can or ought to be in Britijh 
India , on iuperior rights and privileges to 
Britijh European fubjeCts 5 becaufe there is 
no power to proteCt, which is not vefted 
in the reprefentative of the King, and m 
the law, functioned by the Britj/h Pat L a¬ 
ment, 


Vide Treaty of IcrfaUhs , 1783, 
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On the fame principle'!? can. be no longer 
proper to afeertain the value of the ftan- 
third coin of Britijh India, by the reference 
to the acceflion of a depoled Moghul', it 
ought to bear the date of the reign of his 
Majefty. 

Writs in the King's name have fob years 
had currency through Britijh India; and-by 
the prefent act, joftices of the peace are to 
ad in Britifo India ; and we are ftill told we 
can only prefervc the allegiance of the na¬ 
tives by conforming to the contradi.dory 
treaties we have made with fubordin&te 
princes, ufurpers of the Moghul' s dominions, 
and with the Moghul himfeh' * “ and as 
“ thefe treaties alone are intelligible to 
“ our Afictic fubjeds vvc fhould do 
injuftiee to their good fenfe, if we fuppofed 
they can reconcile to principles of public 
faith and public juftice, our rights to India, 
The natives have had too much experience 
of the rights of the i/Word, toftudy the va¬ 
rious treaties to cover injufti.ee or to ferve 
the policy of tire day. If one maxim is 

* Plans for Britijh India, chap. 3, page 344. 
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ong the natives of India 
than another, it is “ to forget their go- 
** vernors when their power is annihilated.” 
Since we have reforted to Bengal, they can 
teftify who have had experience, of various 
exertions of arbitrary po.wer, and can have 
no reafon to be anxious, that any experi¬ 
ment within their memory may either be 
repeated or perpetuated by treaty. 

From political neceffity we have aliened 
the iovereignty of Brhijh India in Europe *; 
to hold another language to our fellow 
fubje&s in India, would cheat them of their 
rights as a conftituent part of the Empire, 
to which they have contributed fo much, 
and to which they are more likely, under 
good Government, to contribute, than other 
detached parts of the King’s dominions. 
Policy in a great degree, but expediency in 
a (till greater degree, has dictated the keep¬ 
ing in commijjion the exercife of love- 
reiguty; but it is not expedient or politic 
to continue the name ot the Moghul ill 

# Vide Treaty of Verjailks, 1783; 
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Britrfh India , and perpetuate the trick of 
oMiblc. government for the purpofe of main¬ 
taining a double cftablifhmetit; and to 
perpetuate au -engine of native manage¬ 
ment, by which 'ambitious: neighbours may 
iifiert their pretenfiohs to the fovereignty 
of Britljh India , on equal legal title, when¬ 
ever temporary diltrels' ri^ay encourage the; 
hope of iucccls. Shall we fo fooii forget, 
when Mr. Hafiings left Calcutta, and with¬ 
drew from the iupport of the Bengal go¬ 
vernment all that his amiable character and 
long excluhve management of the native 
Durbars had combined with the legal 
powers of a Governor General, and the 
difficulty of oi;r fguation at that period,, 
and the ex ha u lied fiatc of the relources in 
India having rendered a general reform the 
fir ft men litre of Mr. .Mecpberfons govern¬ 
ment, and naturally marked it as a moment 
of'weakuefs, Scindia advanced to the fron¬ 
tiers c-f Bengalytiiid peremptorily demanded 
the arrears of Chant in open Durbar ? Tlie 
Governor General rejected the private diia- 
vowal of the demand : and when Scindia 
had the evidence of io much clecilion in 
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open Durbar, he traufmkted his apologies 
and the total difavowal of his requilition. 



val would have been very cm bar raffing. 

This anecdote,, which would probably 
have applied in limilar cales to Mr. Haft mgs 
or Lord Cornwallis , is meant to fhew that 
we are not yet independant of the perfbnal 
qualities of a Governor General. This tri¬ 
bute of jufticc to Mr. Macpheffon will lead 
us to eftimate the integrity and the mili¬ 
tary talents of the Marquis Cornwallis , 
when we confidcr diipafhcnately how 
much of the falvation of India is exclu - 
fively due to his perfonal qualities and to 
his perfbnal exertions. And yet while 
we affert, as a great nation, the fovereignty 
of Briiijh India*, let us not turn afide the 
eye of pity from the old blind Moghul , from 
whom we extorted a title to an Empire 
which had been ufurped by his unfaithful 
fervants. The intereft of Great Britain 
mull not be lacriticcd to re (tore a depofed 
Moghul to any con fder able degrees of au- 
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ihccity"; bur. the honour and humanity of 
Great Britain ought not to have been fo 
tardy to relieve the diflreffes of an untortu- 
natc Prince who deferved a better fate. A 
refpeftable friend at Calcutta informed me 
laft year that he had in his pofleilion a letter 
from the old King to a f ibaitern Officer in 
the Company’s fervicc, refuelling his inter- 
ceffion for good offices. If it reaches Lord 
Cornwallis' hand, he will not overlook the 
fituation of the Moghul ; the policy and 
eonquefts of Scindia, already too .far ex¬ 
tended, will force themfelves on the notice 
of Government. 



When 1 eonfider the exereile of love- 
reignty, I cannot but feel in a degree my 
prefumption in queftioning the inveftiga- 
tions and definitions of native tenures and 
native officers, tranfmitted by Lord Corn¬ 
wallis and effential to the fyflem of 
finance which he took out with him to In¬ 
dia ; and at the fame time in not finding 


* Vide Mr. Francis' Letter to Lord North, p. j». 
Deirt.it, 1793- 

t Plans for Britijh India , p. 477, &c.. 
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any occafion to join in the handfome apo¬ 
logy of Mi", Dum&s tor differing in opi- 
nion with his Lorclfhip on veiling the no¬ 
mination of the chief executive officers of 
of Indian Government in the Crown, It 
can be no reflection on Lord Cormvallis 
that Parliament has adopted conftitutional 
jealoufy, and reafons. of expediency in pre¬ 
ference to his found conftitutional opinion, 
the public will judge during the operation 
of the prefent ad, whether the curtailing 
tire prerogative of tire Crown and the re- 
fponiibility of Mmiflers, by giving the ap¬ 
pointment of the executive officers in India 
to the Diredors, and by dividing the power 
of rccai between the Crown and the Di¬ 
redors, will in pradice be found to efta- 
blifh a competition of vigilance and chafi- 
tity fufficient to exclude every perfon On 
whom proved delinquency, or incapacity, 
doubtful principles, or unexplained error, 
can attach, from offices of high truft in 
India . This is the fir ft duty of the .Exe¬ 
cutive Government, wherever it may be 
placed. Every cooperation of the Board of 
Control with the Diredors, will probably 
confirm the opinion which has, more or 
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leis, been declared by the moll able ftatef- 
men of fucceffive Adnainiftrations, that the 
agency of the Company is the belt plan of 
governing Briiijl India, provided the whole 
power of the flare is called forth to con¬ 
trol the neceflarily exteufive powers of the 
government in India. To this efFefl, 
wherever th e Kin g’ s com million can give 
unity to the ferviee, the K mg’s name ought 
to be held forth ; and It does not appear 
that ar y objection could be made to the ex- 
tenfion. of the principle of the Marins fer- 
vice, as.exercifed under the commiffion of 
the Lord High Admiral, to the Indian 
army, provided the recommendation of the 
pqrlons to receive commiffions, was con¬ 
tinued as at prefent; but the regulations 
of the fervid; to be fuited to one military 
fyftem under the King’s coir.million. 


On the part of the aft which relates to 
the fovereignty of llritijh India, ■ there is 
lb much clearneis and precision, that one 
remark only occurs to be neceffary, and 
that does not arife from any words in the 
aft, but from the explanation of the Com- 


[ xxxix J 

pany's .eftates, which appears in Mr. Dun* 
das’s ipeech, |||a Ste pji 

The 58th left ion of the prefent aft 
dearly points out the period of determina¬ 
tion of the exclufive commercial privileges, 
and of the .agreement for managing the ter¬ 
ritories of Briti/b India, and the F.ajl-Inaia 
Company is therein declared entitled, after 
jfuch determination, “ to carry on a free 
“ trade in, to, and from the Eqfl Indies 
46 and parts aforefaid with all or any of 
u , their joint dock in trade, goods, rner- 
u chandiies, eftates, and etTefts, in common 
“ with other the fubjefts of his Majefty, 
“ his. heirs, and fucceffors, trading, to, in, 
“ and from the laid parts and limits.” 

The obfervation applies to the eftates” 
of the- Eaji-Iridia ''Company, defined in Mr. 
'Dundqs's Speech 1 “ under their original 
“ charters, they have p.urchaled and le- 
“ gaily acquired Fort St, George, St. He- 
** kna> Bombay , and Calcutta , long be- 
“ fore they were pollened of territories, 

“ of the DiuinneeT fo far clear : “ exclu- 
ct five of the Duannee, they have an ina- 
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lienable right to a valuable landed po f- 
“ fefh on, amounting at leafh to250,000!’ per 
annum . in addition to thele, the whole 
| “ k&orics and commercial eftablifhments 

j u ai hdj*, ant ^ hi the eaftern feas undoub- 

: “ ■ tedly, belong to them.” , Of the valuable 

landed polj||li.ons, it will be needlary only 
to fettle the mode of inveftigatitig the tide, 
not for the purpofe of curtailing their rights^ 
but to remove an intereiled bar to the efta- 
blifhment of contain rule neeeffary for the 
| protection of the rights of things in India, 
lie ; 

it is immaterial to Great Britain whether 
the Company, after the expiration of the' 
aft, lhall continue favored with their Jdgcer, 
j or M hold their Zmindary of Calcutta, 
v/rth the 24. Pergunnahs, on the conditions 
j on which they were granted bv the Sunnud 
or patents, in x 757, of Serajab Dowlah, 
and Meer J afar. Nabobs of Bengal, in 
| tire name of Alim.1 Geer, th t Moghul, be- 
caufe they will be lubjecl to the fame laws 
as other Zemindars: but if they claim as 
Zemindars, not by Sunnud but by the trea¬ 
ties drawn by the Company’s fervants, and 
forced on Shah Mum , the depofed Moghul, 




, ■ 
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in 1765. They will, during the operation 
of the prefen t aft, have either an mtereft to 
perfift in involving the definition of nativ® 
offices and rights in obfcttrity *, and to 
pervert their ufes; or they tnuft fupport 
their claim on the exploded f pretenfions to 
territory by treaty, independent of Great 
Britain. It is impofiible to revive this cjuef- 
tion, ably and completely diicuffed and let- 
led by Lord North in 1769 and 1773, with 
the fandtion of Parliament. 

2. Trade. 

The realization of the territorial revenue 
renders an exclufive trade neceflary to the 
Eaft-India Company, as agents of the 
Hate; and the limitations to the exclufive 
trade fihould be as liberally extended as is 
compatible with the prosperity of India, and 
the realization of the revenue to Great Bri¬ 
tain. The modification of thefe intereils 
is one of the efiential objects of the prelent 
aft. 

* Inquiry into Zcmindary tenures. Debrett, I790. 
t PLns for India, p. 287. 
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The firft ftatement of the affairs relative 
to (hipping is to be made by the. Directors 
in j 794; and every third year to the Board 
or" Control, to enable it to. regulate the 


freights on private trade, and render the 


limitation?-^ of the exelufive trade of the 
j Euft Indies beneficial to His .Majefty’s fub- 
jeds in Great Britain and in .India., 

This part of the ad, which authorises, 
future experiment, will become of impor¬ 
tance to Great Britain and to India* in pro¬ 
portion as the- Comraiffiouers' will confider 
the extent of their diferetion ; and in pro¬ 
portion as the Diredors ihall be latisfied 
with their other clear and unincumbered 
privileges. 

It would have been very difficult at this 
time to have modified the exelulive trade 
otherwife than -it appears in the - ad. The 
requisitions of manufadurers' during the 
■agitation and arrangement of the prefent 
ad, proved them ignorant of their own 
interefts ; and if they had not been con- _ 
viuced of it themfelvcs, clamour would 
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not have died away during the’ jpmgtefs of 
the adt in Parliament. 


A certain privilege of tonnage may be 
required by the Britijb merchant, and the 


companion of the former charges of freight 
with thofe which may be demanded under 
the prefen t-act, has been the general and 
natural ground of calculating the probable 
benefit of the privilege. It is, however, a 
confuleration of great political magnitude, 
and the friends of Great Britain and of the 
Company, who have information and abi¬ 
lity to comprehend die fubjedf, and the de¬ 
lire progreflively to include the iuterell's of 
the whole in the cxercife of the discretion- 
ary powers of the a&, may thereby efien- 
tiaily derve their country *, and from a rea- 
lonable confidence in the co-operation of 
the Diredrors with the Board of Control, 
the public may lafely and chearfully look 
to the fubjed in its real extent. 

The interelh of the State and the Com¬ 
pany’s intereft are naturally combined. 
Tire State very properly pays part of its 




revenues it \ India to the Company for its 
agency. 

Gnat Britain ran ft have, at all times, a 
great navy; and fo long as neighbouring 
flutes are bent on numerous fleets and hea ¬ 
vy /hips, the public nsuft make lacrifices 
and fupport the naval ftrengih. Ships of 
a clafs fuperior to the neceility of com¬ 
merce mu ft be employed to render them 
fuperior to infult; at prefent, chartered 
fhips of capacity and ftrengih are employed, 
from a policy originally indifpenfable, to 
counteract the French, who, inftead of 
letting their (hips of war rot in their har¬ 
bours, employed them armi's cn jhiic, to 
convey there hand ife to and from India, 
forming more officers than they other wife 
could have done, and ready, on every 
emergency, to .fupport- their-flag as (hips 
of war. The application of the fame; po¬ 
licy ought not to-be out of contemplation, 
though inapplicable at the prefent moment. 

If it had appeared that freights could not 
be obtained for the prefent extent of char¬ 
tered (hips, either by the Company’s in- 
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veftment, the private trade or privilege of 
their officers, or the trade of private mer¬ 
chants taken on board at former exceffire 
freights, there might have been a neceffity 
ot fubjectiag the extended privilege of the 
Britijh merchants to the agency of the 
Company. 

If the freights are equal to the number 
of the Company’s (hips, (and they take 
them up in proportion as they want them) 
the immediate confequence will be, that 
th.e India-i hipping ihtereft, already Effi¬ 
cient ty powerful, will be greatly increglcd; 
the private trade of the Company’s officers 
muft vaniih; and the value of the com¬ 
mand of tiie ffiips will ffill farther de¬ 
crease, if the paflage-money is regulated 
in a degree to be equitable to the Compa¬ 
ny’s jervants abroad; and in the mean 
time, the private trade of the merchant, 
fubjeifl to the management of the Com¬ 
pany, (his competitor both in India and in 
Europe) will continue charged for agency 
tmd freight infinitely more than if the mer¬ 
chant conducted his own adventure ; con- 
ffiqueatly it may be poffible that the {hip- 






ping interell, the Britifh merchant, and 
the Company’s officers, may all lofe by 
the experiment, without the public of 
Great Britain and Britijb India being bene¬ 
fited, . , 

An experiment was made by the Gover¬ 
nor General, in 1786, in the Winterton 
Eaff Inch imaii-; with what fucccfs has not 
been (fated, but nraft be known at the 
India. Houle, and would afford a certain 
means of appreciating the probable fuccefs 
of the ■ prelent meafure, fo far as relates to 
a felell inraejiment on behalf of private mer¬ 
chants. It was at that time applied to 
fave demurrage occafioned by quick voy¬ 
ages of coppered Eq/l-India Ibips, and to 
check foreign inveftments by private Bri- 
itfb capitals, and to make up the inability 
Government at: that time felt of making 
Efficient or regular advances to the manu¬ 
facturers, from the critical emergencies of 
the Company’s affairs. But private trade, 
as extended by the prelent aft, wili prove 
beneficial in proportion as articles of bulk 
and inferior value can be brought into {pe¬ 
culation by the lownef, of freight ; and ic 
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is difficult to afcertain why the fame pikt- 
lege might not have been granted to a li¬ 
mited tonnage, fanfiiomxt by Parliament* 
and licenfed by the Company to /hip-own¬ 
ers, bound under penalty-bonds to return, 
enter, ami land the cargo at two moft 
convenient ports; otte fituated on the Eaft 
Coaft of Great ■ Britain, and one on. the 
Weft Coaft ; at which an officer, on the 
part of the Eaft India Company, ihould 
refide; and, int addition to the Cuftam 
Houfe, might give effect to the bonds, and 
confine the Eaft-l'ndm goods to regulations 
fimilar to 'thole by which Irtjh lugars tiled 
to be landed at Milford before they could 
be imported to Ireland, dire&ly from the 
Weft Indies . 

Ships ft> licenced would have greater 
profit from fair adventure than is poffible 
under the agency of the Company. Freights 
from a port fituated as Milford. \ undoubt¬ 
edly might be obtained to anu. from India 
at half the freight which the Company is 
allowed by the act to take. This modifi¬ 
cation may, by confenl, arife, whenever 
it lhall appear fiitisfadorily to the Com.- 
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rniflioners and to the Diredors, that free¬ 
dom of (peculation and control of charges 
may be entrusted to the merchant, without 
curtailing the privileges of the Company, 
and the control of Government. 

3- The Rights of the Subjetl. 

In confidering the prefent ad, with a 
reference to the rights or prosperity [of the 
iubjeds of the King of Great Britain in 
Europe and in Afia, it will be fufficient to 
oblerve, that the powers of the ad are 
adequate to every fair experiment. The 
Commiffioners can do alinoft every thing 
which fhali appear expedient to the Direc ¬ 
tors; they can do a great deal again ft the 
opinion of the Directors, fubjed to an ap¬ 
peal to the Privy Council. I only with 
them to remember, what any fenlible mer¬ 
chant can tell them, that in India , or in 
England , if Britijh adventure is loaded 
with unnecejfary (hackles, foreign adven¬ 
ture will be maintained by Britijh capital, 
or.by Britijh adventure under foreign flags; 
and when they prepare laws for the fandion 
of Parliament, to remember an axiom 
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4 ucli pail experience of mankind will 



and whiiplv Mr. Grant more than 
once lus held forth ; « Should reftridive 
** laws, unaccompanied by reafon, be 
;e written in blood, and Mnos himfelf be 
t!ie judge, they will be as die dead let** 
ter of tyranny., oppofed by bold necef- 
fity, or eluded by the timid craft and 
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dilany of flattery.” 


I (hall now proceed to (late the Jocu- 
ments by which my opinion k guided • 
and; there can he no imputation of intended 
guile, when l only foiicit the patient pe~ 
rulal and deliberate judgement of die pub¬ 
lic. ' A-'" ’ 
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neation of the modern 'Mabomedan govern- 
ment that appeared ; ;^ MS. capy, ; .ofo 
thefe Regulations vMe, lent to me kft 
year, before they were prin ted. The firfo 
fhips of this year brought me-a printed 
copy, by which tome.errors of the MS. 
have been corrected, it appears that the 
original was obtained for Colonel John ' ■■ j 
Murray during the Coimbatore campaign, 
and that :B. Crj/p, Efo tranflated it. 
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I reprint the Dedication prefixed to the 
Calcutta edition ; and although anonymous 
panegyric is often impertinent, I cannot, 
as one of the public, make rny acknow¬ 
ledgements to' Colonel John ■ Murray for 
this extra-official political feurioiity,/with¬ 
out alfo bearing my anonymous tribute of 
praife and regard to that diftinguifhed ' t j£f 
fervant of the Company. The annual 
•parliamentary accounts arc evidence of the 


nam 


■' , 

j®IH 









ecu nicy and regularity qi: tbft mdriary au¬ 
dit, and at rise Janie timte oblige trie to la¬ 
ment the inefficaby of the jxrderit powers 
of ihc chnl auditor th inforce" equal perfpi- 


euitV in' the accounts Of the civil depart- 
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DEAR SIR,, 

1 HAVE now the pleafu're to femi you 

the traiulation of Tippoo'% Regulations. '•-,•• ■ :| 

It is unfortunate, that after an unremit¬ 


ting ..learoll, I have not been able to meet 
with a tingle gerfon in .Calcutta., firfBcientljr 


converfant in the Tdinsr or Malabar dia- 




lefts, to give me explanations, inch as 
,1 could rely upon, hi the provincial terms 
that, occur-in at moll every article. Difap- 
poinctii m this rdpeft, i thought it heft to 
copy thofe^ terms from the original, and to 
fubjoin . note-:,^containing ftich explanations 
of them sis,- from the' context, it appears 


mb 


to mo they would bear. We may, how¬ 
ever, in a fticrt time hence expect to obtain 
more accurate information from lorme Eu¬ 
ropean gentlemen, or natives of this cduii~ 




try* who have rraverfed the Suiktun ’s do 

.'■y. v,'.- r ' ’ i ,r"' 1 ; 'CVW■ t ^ Jy* »,, p ? ■ P-C"''Tp 

muiions with bur vidorious army, and 
who probably will re tarn here with Lord 
€or}rwi}itis* Whenever that time comes, I 
lhall be very happy to revile the tranfia- 
tion, arid to correct- any error that may 
have ariien from mifcoDceptibn, as Well as 
to add the explanation oh Ihch. terttis as I 
have not now ventured to 1 hazard, a con- 
jahtiire upon,. . 

J rerhain., 


Calcutta, ■ 
June ly 1792* 


.Dear Spt, &c. &c. • 

. ^ B,. GRISf. 




P. S. The : • T > erfim.. cbpy |q| - the Regula¬ 
tions, from which, this transition has been 
made.;, bears the imprcfiiorv of the 
Jfeal, with the words Id poo Suliaun. Seyed 
Mahommcd certifies that he reviled them ; 
they appear to hive been fegiPrered in the 
office of Goyind Roy t tdbngiug to the 0 k- 
xvan of the Huz%oor f op. the 2d month of 
the frit month Ahmudce, in the year Del is, 
ue. on the'.2d of the firft month of the 
4.0th year of the Cycler 



The following Explanation will dear up Mr, 
Crilp’j Doubts (f the ■Meaning of the //r- 
ikfa, mftM 


A HE technical terms employed b y.J'ip- 
p&o Sulfaun ay the Myfbre, are evidently a 
mixture of new deuommatioiis, engrafted 


contrary to his lyftera 

:• i-iiL ..: 


Decan 


to continue more'of the ancient terms than 
are abfolvtely neeeflary to make himfelf 
intelligible to the difetent people whom 
his father had conquered, and united in 
one kingdom. The follow mg explanation 
of lev era! of the fe terms was jateiy given 
me by u friend,, whe had been more'than 
once over the Myjbre country 

Article it Aunul, the manager of the 
di ft rift, and receiver of the. revenue as a 
government officer, 

lieyuts, Patteels, Wurtegans , are defer¬ 
ent mames for 'farmers of a fuperior clefts- 







rm ; Jiujmb means ' v 

if' •mW‘ > 


Alt. |j 


'e mear 

•3 a dctjfaj 

•ration that 

the Reyut 

s to vv 

horn: it 

i : s;; ad d tel 

fid, are in 

the favoui 

• of G 

1 .. vr , ... 

fO Vd i. ti 

xut, and 

under the 

protedioii 

of the la\v* 



Ait. 5. 

Team 

O 

’caur is 

Taajkaur. 

, a codec- 

«<?r ,oi .cul 

Horns. 

'Path 

lei is.' a g< 

overament 

officer, .1 

:Vl*§ t» • \ ,'V wMiti 5 ® W 

ivctj 

village 

has one 

Put (eel to 

ten Reyut 

|i foh ; '| 

|§§|P 

•out ; and 

’ a PtitlHl 

for the w! 

loleryi 

ilnige, . 

who has, 

at times * •• 

the foperinteudance of 

the police 


Art. 12- Aha 

fl.mm * 

ire troops 

employed 

in the' fervice of 

1 foe $ 

. to. ;§ 

id in eol- 

1'cxVmg. t!.u 

' ire’. Onuc. 



A'Vr SC a 

"*W *• r ' 

( A Hi 

a up Is r 

tjghtfy exp 

dtUUcd, 

SSIl^|S| 

. -NM 

'hoop II 

r a. fmaii 

grain, of 

rvhich tl’ft 

y make breac 

i. 


Coolfy. IS 

’ ' P V|1 

ft., coir 

iitionly caj 

lied 'Main. 

"O' * 

on w / 1 1**.', ix . 

horfes 

are ,'fe'd 

- 


Mrot iv, 

'Doll, 

or peal 




4 f 

' r,:> , r 

Art. ‘ii. . mr-Hsrree■ m 

l-ite<?• •; «<U pwffytffc: 'V, V .v ,7 f' llWwS p,4'd ?:« 



IS 

V \ 

it 


Art. i|. Theifeafoir why fuel* .rttenthki 
directed to be paid, to Sikakaut;* S, that 
t is frequently tiled ifi cleanfing hpribs .* it 
jives, a hue gjofs to the co.it, and is. reck- 


giv 


oned good for the animus h|alth. 


tains, m, the name, of ihc-llevutx ad,. the 
quantity of land which he tilts; qd, the 
rate ac which he pays ; 4th, the crop; ai d 


4th, the total ' amount. 

* 
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The feveral denominations k> this arti¬ 
cle were formerly given to parcels of land 
held under various tenures by the officers 

rovernmeut. 





Art. 34, Tttmgha lane 

1 is an 

hereditary 

Jagheer, \ 



ArtfjfJ* Mutjuddy, ai 
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1 -account^ht. 

Art. 36. '.Mohiddum, i 

n Perji.il 

% is fyno- 


niraems with Putted in c jtelmga. 
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Art. 3% Kiflbundy is an ahftrad of she 

Kids, or inftalrnents. 
r ■ 

( fuhul is. an Hircarrah ,, 


Art. 42. Dewon Cuichery is trie principal 
Cutche/y or office of balinefe for the pro¬ 
vince. P'okurrce Cutchery is a Julxjrdipate 
diftrid Catcher} 1 , 

Art. 46. Bek is a 'Ser, or rnpafnre. . 
Art. 4}. Niukwar i| an officer of Coca- 



'achttr or matchlock Peons; Tfypooh h 
er was, early in life, ■A Natkwar. 

ItfliH 

Matchlock Peons are ixeCjiie; th r employed 
to compel the Reyuts to pjy their arrears, 
fo that they become inflTurneiits of oporef- 
lion in the hands of the Putt eel 


Art. 48. Onlkee is the name of the da? 


mil's mdlenger. 


Art, 50. Zindigee means thole of the 
Reyui ;> family and relations who may have 
fumyed him, as well as his eftetfs. 

Art, 52. Caruchwdftr is a Canary term. 

Dek I okkta, a full meafure. 


Art, 56. Duftur f the accountant’s off? 


i'ce. 


Art. 57; Kuiihee ox Coohee is gram. 

Art, 58. Peifhears ought to be Pat/hear \ 
he is the Autnd's deputy. 


Munmcaur is 7 'elmga. for an inferior durnl. 



rtf 1 

. S'9* Sit foe-is Siddee, or merchant, 
v tm is iynoiiimous with 'Putted. 



II 
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s the officer, who regulates, or^ 
rij^j^ehforces; for the|j?|i T 

■ : ;^Pk v ;v '^ .oV ’ J f'^ fAvffe'W-Vio-Vh 


Art . :. C vd’ijhnm ought to be Chrjftauh. 

* i : ’.4i;jf ■ ^•''/^.ij'Ihi’.' ’' p. /Igfe-”': •. ,.. ' ’ ! |?lfe^'f 

Alt. 77. A thifrh tree is a Banian. 

' ' '.'■ ": Wjff ■:,, 7'. /V' i'feS.: ■ 

A N'eem lice is ' 


■ 


Art. .78. Duba is a cylinder. 

■Hh 

'wF%’«r ; 

Kuhutiee , 1 do not know. 

UHHp 





>. Art. 79. The Kupeert^y an ol< 

:1 Myjbrt 


coiu. 

|f||S|p'w ; : 

||B 


Wm’ji 


' .'Art.-cl. Stable Iforfs are .cavalry* the 

, ... ' - 


D 


"' 6 


Tac Sair Jiorfc belong, to the riders, who 
receive a certain; allowance for man and 
horfe. The Rifdfadar, or Colonel of a re r 

■ 11 
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it of Stable Horfe. The ymadar, 
chief officer of the Sair. 

ip'p v^tv.: V\:';' 

Art. 97. Derogba has the charge of* mi- 
iraxmes and itorcs* 

Art. 5*9. Diftri&s upon the coaft of 'Ma¬ 
labar. 



Ziniiigancc, live flock, family eifefts, &c. 

Art. 104. Miliba-Tajar* 
me rchants. 


o 


f the 


Seetbee h Slddy. 


Ait, ifi, Mattinameh is a letter. 


Art, 1 jffi*. Two books upon morality, 
written in Perikm. 




MYSOREAN REVENUE 

REGULATIONS 

To be obfervedby the prefad and future An - 
mils and Serijhtadars of the fecund Di/iribt 
of Waumloor, dependent on the Gutchcry 
of Awulpaiatn. 


Art. t. The Amid [h;di proceed to the 
diftria, and taking thefe regulations, the Teal 
of office, and the table of fees and eftablilh- 
meats, &c. along with him, lhall feat him- 
felf in the Cutcheny; and having called 
before him the Reyuts, Putteef y Wurykaum* * * § , 
&c. inhabitants of the Kufbahi , /hall pre¬ 
lent them with the Leaf\ of conciliation. 

2. On the commencement of the year 
he (hail give Cowk § to all the Reyuts and 

* The orthography of this'word is indiftinA in 
the original. 

t The principal town of a diftridt. 

t Beetle. 

§ A promife or engagement from a fuperior to 
an inferior. 





refpe&able inhabitants of the diftrift, and 




encourage them to ..cultivate the lauds. He 
lli all alfo alcertam in what Reyuts' houfes 
there are a number of men, and but few 
ploughs ; and having enquired into the 
circumftances of fucli Reyuts , fhall oblige 
thofe who are in good circumftances to 
increafe the number of their ploughs; and 
in order to enable the Reyuts who are needy 
to pur chafe ploughs anti to cultivate the 
lands, he {ball give Tuccavee *, at the rate 
of three or four pagodas for every plough, 
taking fecurity for the repayment. This 
Tuccavee is to be colle&ed from them again 
in one or two years, 

3. The following rules are to be attended 
to in parcelling out the land for cultiva¬ 
tion : An equal proportion of lands which 
are dry or watered,- and of thofe which are 
Tiara + or Hifla lhall be equally diftri- 
buted for cultivation amongft the old and 


* Advances of Money. 

f The fame as the Theeka lands of Bengal, 


which are leafed to Reyuts at a fixed rent. 


X The fame as the Bhagra lands m Bengal, for 
which the cultivator does not pay any fixed tax; 
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"new Reyu's ; and when a Reyut lows one 
Khundee of feed in a certain quantity of 
Ijara land, he {hall fow one Khundee and 
eight Kuros in the fame extent of Hi 


land. An account of the increafe and de¬ 
ficiency of the produce fhall be made out 
annually, and according to the Cowle the 
revenue (hall be taken in money ; or where 
fuch fhall be the cuftom, the half of the 
produce fhall be given up to the R.eyuts, 
and the other half be retained as the fhare 
of the lovereign. Care mu ft be taken that 
the Hiffa land is to be well manured ; and 
whoever cultivates a greater quantity of 
land of this defcription than may have 
been allotted to him purfuant to this rule, 
fhall continue to do lb; but if lefs, he fhall 
be compelled to cultivate the full proportion. 


4, Throughout the villages, wherever 
there is ground fit for the purpofe, the 
Reyuts, &c, fhall be urged to extend the 
cultivation of fugar cane; and in fuch 
villages where the Putteels and Slmmhoges* 

but the produce of the land, whatever it may be, is 
fharerl between him and the Rajah or Zemindar. 

* Accountants, 



from obilinacy fail to do fo, they ffaall be 
fubjcdted to a double tax, calculated upon 
tHo quantity of fugar cane which may 
have been produced in another village. 

5. The Putteeh j- Teagecwirs, and others, 
have for a long time fraudulently avoided 
paying the full revenue of Government 
lauds : this is to be inquired into, and the 
lands are to be meafured, and they are to 
be aflefled like other Reyuts. The Reyuts 
are not to plough the lands of the Putteeh; 
but the Putteeh fhall thernfelves plough 
them. If any Putteel, tkc. fhall in future 
employ Reyuts to till his ground, the 
whole of the produce fhall be taken by 
Government. 

6. Lands which have been cultivated 
for a length of time by the Shamboges.. 
fhall be refunded, and be delivered over to 
other Reyuts to cultivate; and if fuch 
Shamboges fhall defire to have other land 
given to them in lieu of their wages, land 
which is lying waftc fhall be given to 


* Revenae Officers, 
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do not afk for land, they 
fliall receive their wages in money, accord ¬ 
ing to the eftablifhed rate. 

7 - Ueyuts, &c. belonging to the ijara 
lands, who arc connected with the Shmt- 
boges, often avoid paying the full revc- 
Jiue. Strid enquiry mull be made into 
tins abule, and it mu ft be corrected by im- 
pofing upon them the eflablifhed rate of 
alii: (linen t: and no relaxation muft be al- 
iowed of in the oblervance of this rule, 
upon any account. 

8 . Two Mozas * (hall not be farmed to 
the fame perfon : one Moza only fhall be 
given in farm to one perfon; and previoufly 
to this being done' an accurate lift of all 
the old and new inhabitants, and an ac¬ 
count of the grofs receipts, fhall be made 
out, according to which the leafe fhall be 
granted, and a A'lochulkti ft be taken. If a 
farmer, negle&ing the cultivation of his 
farm, and fufib ring the lands to lie wafle, 
fhr.ll impofe fines upon the Reyuts, and 

* Villages. f Security Bond. 
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make undue exactions from, them to enable 
him to fulfil his own engagements, he fhall 
be made to pay to Government the amount 
of fuch undue exadions, over and above 
the ftipulaied rent. Meafures 'mu.fl alfo in 
future be adopted to prevent any pcrfbn 
fix levying oppreffive fines, &c. from 
the ; and defaulters in this refped 

fhall pe made to pay the amount of fuch 
exadions, and be moreover fined them- 
ielves,, 


9. The AumlV * of a diftrid fhall make 
a circuit through all the villages under his 
authority, and agreeably to the Mochulka 
entered into by him, diftribute the afTeflf- 
ment upon the Reyuis according to the pro¬ 
duce raifed; and if by fuch means he can 
colled fufficient to fulfil his engagements, 
well and good ; but if, on the contrary, he 
lhali farm out the Mezas to Putteeh and 
others, and occation deficiency, he fhall 
make good fuch deficiency himfelf. if the 
Putt eels and others fhould, by want of at¬ 
tention, fail to realize the cliilributed affeff- 


* Superintendant. 


rMUlST/fy. 
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' 'mentj lie (hall in Hi cl corporal punifhmeat * 
upon the Put lech and Shamboges, and oblige 
them to make it good. 

io. in cafe deficiency arifes in the fum 
engaged for, the Autml (hall procure new 
Keyu/s, whom he final 1 provide with new 
ploughs, and by advancing Tucavee to 
thesn, enable them to complete the culti¬ 
vation, to that the amount fpecified in the 
engagement be realized. And if, on the 
contrary, he (hail diicharge the amount of 
his engagement by levying fines and undue 
exactions, luch fines and exactions (hall 
not be allowed to go towards the di.fcha.rge 
of his engagement, and he (hall be ftill 
compelled to make good the deficiency 
which will have arifea thereupon. 

1 1. A Putt eel has been attached to every 
village from times of old ; wherever it. 
happens that the perfou holding this office 
is unfit for it, another who is capable fhall 
be chosen from amongft the Rejufs, and 
be appointed to it; and the former Puttee! 

I l.idifed under the C ompany ’s Government-alfo. 
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ill all be reduced to the condition of a 
Reyut, and be made to work at the plough; 
and the bulinefs of the office of Puttee! 
fhall be made over to the new one. 


12. The Shambogcs of the Athoonee and 
Ahajhaum* fhall not be employed in the di¬ 
rection of affairs, nor fhall farms of villages 
be given to them, but they fhall only be 
employed in keeping accounts. If it fhouid 
appear that any thing contrary to this rule 
is praflifed, you ~j will have to anfwer 
for it. 


13. The KeyuU of each village fhall de¬ 
cide amongft themfelves all difput.es which 
may arife amongft them refpe&ing eaft, 
and the inhabitants of ocher villages fhall 
not interfere therein. A breach of this is 
to be punifhed by fine. 


14. In the diftriCt above mentioned there 


The Ahajhaum is fuppofed to mean the houfe- 
hold of the love reign. 

t The officer to whom the order is addrefled. 


misr^: 
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m*, the produce whereof 
Is Hlffitf. The Aumil lhall go JhhnleJf 
and fee that the.lands are not left unculti¬ 
vated, and that the produce be increaled; and 
when the produce is ready he lhall attend in 
peribn, and having feen the grain threlhed, 
fhall take the half of it for Government. 

15. Laud which lias lain fallow ten 
years shall be delivered to Reyuts to culti¬ 
vate, upon Cmvle; the Hr if year they (hall 
be exempt from paying any revenue, and 
the frame! year they fhall only nay half of 
the cuffomary affeffment; but the third 
year the full amount thereof lhall be col¬ 
lected from them. Land which is barren, 
mountainous, and rocky, lhall alfo be given 
to the Reyuts to cultivate; and the flfft 
year they lhall be entirely exempted from 
the payment of revenue; the fecond year 
they lhall be affdfed at only a fourth of 
the ufual rate ; and the third year at one 
half; but the fourth year they fhall be af- 

* Tallaubs, I imagine, here means low marlhy 
trafts, 

f Shared equally between the fovereigu and the 
cultivator. 
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0 ed at the full rate. The lame rule i 
to be" observed with refped'fc to la ads of die 
above dcfcriptiOns, the produce of which is 
fhared between Government and the Reyut. 



I 


& 


16. If a Reyut fhould offer to farm a 
Moza upon an annually increafing aileff- 
men t, and it fhall appear that the Moza , 
which is in a ruinons condition, may be 
brought into aliourifhing ftate by cultiva¬ 
tion, a Co-vole of three years fhall be granted 
to the cultivator for that purpofe, and from 
the fourth year the terms of the leafe fhall be 
fixed according to the produce of the lands- 

17. The cultivation of Nukhood, Coolly, 
and Moot*, niuft be encouraged to the 
utmoft, and Cotsole be given to the Reyut s 
for that purpofe. 

18. Wheat and barley are very little 
cultivated in the diffridt, It is therefore 
ordered, that in villages where it has never 
been fovvn, lands which are aflefled at five 
pagodas, fhall, upon their being cultivated 


* DifFerent kinds of pulfe. 


m 
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with wheat and barley, be affeifed at four 
pagodas only, until the fourth year, \vhen 
the affeflmeri.t (hall be impofed at the ufual 
rate. And in villages, where thcfe arti¬ 
cles are produced, the cultivation of them 
fhall be encouraged by giving Cow/e to the 


19. It is forbidden throughout the de¬ 
pendencies of this Government to plant 
Bang ; and the Reynts muft be informed, 
that whoever Ihall plan t this fh.ruh is to be 
fined. If any Hang fhould be remaining 
of laft year’s growth, or fhall have been' 
brought in from other countries by traders, 
a duty fhall he levied upon it of double the 
fixed rate; and whoever fhall bv Health 
plant Bang behind their houfes or in their 
gardens., fhall he fined. 

20. Let 200 trees of the Mango and 
other choice fruits be planted on feme of 
the, bell ground in every village, and be 
taken particular care of; and let report be 
made of them to the Huzzoor 


* Literally the Preface, the Sovereign. 


21. If any perfon take pofTefiion of de~ 
ferted* plantations of Beetle-nut and Co¬ 
coa-nut trees, &c. in the dillricl, and (hall 
not pay the Kundaya f thereof to Govern¬ 
ment, fuch plantations, upon difeovery 
being made of them, (hall be fequeftered, 
and people lhall be employed on the part 
of Government to cultivate them properly, 
fo that the number of fruit trees, I’urcar ~ 
ree J, &c, may be increafed. The particu¬ 
lars of the trees fin II be entered in an ac¬ 
count, and the MuhuJfool\\ thereof be de¬ 
livered to Government, and’ be entered in 
the offices. There are alio many perfons 
who poffefs plantations without paying 
rent. In all fuch cafes, whenever it fhall 
become known, they are to be afiefled like 
other Reyuts. You are alfo to take a fiiare 
of the Tuccavce , &c. or whatever grows 
under the fruit trees. 

* 1° the original Bey-wawrls, which, though 
literally meaning heirlefs, I imagine, in its prefent 
application, fignifies deferted. 
t The revenue paid to Government, 
j Al l greens that come under the denomination 
of pot-herbs. 

|| Produce. 
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22. The whole of the Rofin, Aloes* 
wood. Lack, Wax, and Damrner, pro¬ 
duced in the diftnft, is to be referved with 
great care, and no improper confumption 
of thcfe articles is to be allowed of; but. 
carriers are to be employed to transport the 
whole of it to Agran Pultun * : and in fu¬ 
ture, throughout the didrift, proper fpots 
of ground are to be chofen in every village, 
and 2ooo pine and faul trees are to he 
planted and taken the utmoft care of; and 
if there are any trees of thcfe defcriptions 
within the tenements of the Reyuts, a price 
is to be fixed upon the produce of them, 
which is to he purchafed, and the price' fo 
fixed is either to be fet off againft the 
Reyut's rent, or to be paid to him in ready- 
money ; and of thefe articles not one atom 
is to be iiiffered to go out of the country. 

2 3., Trees of Teak-wood and Acacia, the 
wood of which is required by Government 
for making the wheels of gun-carriages, 
&c, are not to he felled ; when they are 
wanted for the fervice of Government, an 




* The magazines of Seriftgapa'atn. 
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order from the Huzzoer is to be obtained, 
upon which they are to be cut down. 
Wherever the feed of the Teak tree is to 
be met with it muft be obtained, and du¬ 
ring the rainy feafon it muift be fown on 
the banks of fivers, and at the bottoms of 
hills, fo that the quantity of thefe timbers 
may inefeafe. 

24. Throughout the dibrift wherever 
there are Sandal trees which have come to 
perfection, they are to be cut down, and 
the Items, roots, and branches of them, 
are to be collected together, and an account 
having been taken of them, Jfpecifying 
their weight, they are to be tranfported to 
Jgran Pultun. It is alfo ordered that San¬ 
dal wood fhall be planted in great quan¬ 
tities, wherever good ground is met: with, 
watered by running breams, rivers, and 
rivulets; and no perfon dull be permitted 
to cut down a Angle Sandal tree without 
the order of the Huzzoor, and if any one 
ihould by Health da fo, he fhall be fined 
in the ium of 500 rupees. 

25. You are to colled all the Tamarind 




Ml Wr#y. 
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{1 Khtar Dijhtee , that is to fay, Sikahmh- 
tee*, in year diftrift, whether on planta¬ 
tions or in the woods, excepting what may 
be produced within the tenements of the 
Reyuts , which you-are not to touch. 

26. Reyuts who ihall make new plan¬ 
tations of Beetle-leaf, ihall only be fub- 
je&ed to pay half the ufual tax during 
the fir ft three years ; but from the fourth 
year they ihall be put upon the fame foot¬ 
ing as other planters. 

27. Reyuts who ihall make new plan¬ 
tations of Beetle-nut trees ihall be ex¬ 
empt from the payment of any tax du¬ 
ring the firft five years; from the fixth 
year they ihall be aftefted at half the efta- 
blifhed rate, until the trees bear fruit, from 
which time they ihall pay the full efta- 
biiftted tax, or ihare the produce, as may 
be the cuftom. 


* Sikakauhtec, a plant of the genus memofa after ala, 
the feed and leaves of which being bruifed, or made 
into flour, is ufed in wafiiing the hair and body. 
I. he plant itfelf is covered with firong prickles, 
and is made uie of to fence inclofurcs. 
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of Cocoa-nut trees fhall be exempt from 
the payment of any tax for the fir.fl four 
years; the fifth year he fhall pay one 
half of the eftablifhed tax; and the fixth 
year the whole, or a fhare of the produce, 
as may be the cuftom; and during four 
years, whatever quantity of ‘furcaree is 
produced in thefe plantations fhall be given 
up to the Reyuts. 

29. An account fhall be taken of all the 
houfes of the Reyuts , &c. of all cajls 
throughout your diftnct, fpecifying the 
names of the villages, the number of 
ploughs, the quantity of feed fown, and 
of land tilled ; the number of workmen, 
their families and children; with their 
various cajls and occupations. In forming 
thefe accounts, great precaution is to be 
obferved, to prevent its creating any alarm 
among!! the Reyuts, Every year the in- 
creafe or diminution of agriculture and 
population is to be obferved in the man¬ 
ner following : The Shamboges of the 
villages are to prepare and tranfmit the ac- 



28. Whoever 


<si. 

plantations 
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counts to the Simp *, and the Shamhoges 
of the are to form the complete ac 


<SL 


count, and tranfmit it to the Aumil of the 


diftrid, who is to prepare one general 
ftatemenf, giving a full view of the popu¬ 
lation and cultivation of the country, and 
depoiit it in his Cufchery; from whence it: 
is to be forwarded to the Huzzoor ; and as 
the month of Ztehuje is appointed for the 
inlpedion of thefe accounts at the Huzzoor , 
they muft be depofited in. the Cutcshery in 
the month of Runizaun. It will be proper 
when you commence die numeration of 
the houles and inhabitants, to give it out, 
that the purpofe for winch, you are come 
to their houfes is to fee'whole expences 
exceed their means, and to affift fuch per- 
lbns with advances of ‘Tuccavce : in this 
manner you are to get the numeration ef~ 
feded. 


30. Fhe month of Rumzaun of every 
year is fixed for the inlpedion of the WafiT 
bahe and Jummabundy accounts of your 


'I ire fame as Turn<jf, in Bengal, one of' the 
fubdivifions of a diflridh 


C 




diftrifx; you are therefore to be careful 
that thefe accounts are prepared arid tranf- 
m it red to your Cutchery in. the month of 
Shabaun. 

31 . After the end of the year the Aumil , 
SerlJhuJitrs>z.ttd. Shamboges, (hall go through 
the'diftridt to every village, arid (hall take 
a particular account of the meafurement 
of the lands by the derm Jultaunee *, fpeci- 
fying the,quantity of land appertaining to 
each village, and how many tubs (each tub 
containing 82 derrahs) have been fown by 
one Khundee of feed.—Alfo the quantity of 
land covered by yanks, rivers, and (breams, 
together with the lands of the Deojlaun + and 
the Bramins. The Enaum lands, public 
roads, gardens, &c. diftinguiihing the cul¬ 
tivated and the waftc, the watered and the 
dry , as alfo the foil, whether of the firft, 
fecond, third, or fourth, quality. More¬ 
over, what quantity of grain is produced 
in each from one Khundee of feed, with a 

* For the explanation of this anti the other mea- 
fures which follow, ice articles 74 anil 76. 

f Hindoo pagodas. 
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specification of the revenue, or the (hare of 
produce which it yields. This account is 
to be taken down in the pretence of the 
Reyufs., from whom a Mochulka is to be 
taken; and agreeably thereto a general ac¬ 
count of the lands of all the villages in the 
diftridt, according to the ftandard of mea- 
furement above fpecified, is to be prepared, 
and every year tranlrnitted to the Hmzoor 
and to your Cutchery, and you are alfo to 
keep a copy thereof in your own office. 


32. If, at the time when the above ac¬ 
count is forming, the Sbambcges and others, 
from apprehenfion of the difcovery of their 
defalcations, fir all inftigate the Reyuts to 
throw obftacles in the way of its being- 
done, and they be detected, they ihall be 
feverely reprehended and fined. 


33. All lands under the denomination of 
Inaumaut , (excepting the Deojlaun and the 
lands of Bramins) and all lands under the 
denominations of Kutcoduk.ee *, Aoluk Mm- 
nutn, Meerhmthee , Jofee, Bhut-wurtee, Too- 

* The orthography of theft words is uncertain. 
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tee, Tuallarufs , See. appertaining to the vil¬ 
lages, Ihail be brought into tire meal u re- 
meafc, and lhail be included in the Jitmma; 
and the Inamaut lands which are to be con¬ 
tinued to the proprietors, lhall be written 
off againft the Jumnm in the accounts. 
Whoever is under engagement to perform 
ferviee, ftich ferviee lhall be exacted from 
him. 


34. Puttecls and others have made tanks, 
wells, ponds, nullas. &c. at their own ex- 
pence, and the land taken up by Inch 
tanks, 'See. is held by them as Enaum Kut- 
codukee. This Enaum lhall be continued 
to them, but they lhall be obliged to keep 
fuch tanks. See. in repair ; Government 
lhall not have to repair them.—-They lhall 
all'o be made to dig up the mud from the 
tanks, Sec. and embank them therewith. 
If an Enmmdar has not the means to re¬ 
pair a tank which is gone to ruin, it lhall 
be done by Government, and a yearly af~ 
fefl'ment, proportioned to the expeuce of 
the repair, lhall be levied upon the Enaum- 
dar. The Tumgha lands of forts and caf- 
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:S, and the borders of inclofed villages, 
ihall be continued as ufuah 


3 r;, The following rule is to be obferved 
in making the repairs of inch tanks, weds, 
nul'Ias, &c. as immediately belong to. Go¬ 
vernment. 


The Autmh Mutfuddy ,, and Hircarrahs , 
(hall go and infpeft the tanks. See, the wi¬ 
feIves ; and in making the repairs ihall be 
particularly attentive to the advantage of 
Government, and to the incrcafe oi tne 
produce. A particular account of the mea- 
fu re me i it of the work repaired, by the eila- 
blifhed ibandarcl, Avail be kept in the offices 
of the Mutfuddies and Shamboges of the 
villages; and the wages of the workmen 
ihall be paid to them, taking their receipts 
for it. Buffaloes ihall be ufed for convey¬ 
ing the mud fbr>embankmg the tanks every 
year, and an account ihall be kept by the 
Shamboges of the q uantity of mud thrown 
every day round every tank. 


36. If any perion ihall, at his own ex- 
pence, dig tanks, wells, &e, throw up 
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imparts, build firnll forts or baftions, or 
people a village, upon its being ascertained 
from the MokudJums * and cultivators upon 
the fpot, a quantity of ground (in fixing 
which' you are to be regulated by the cufi- 
tom of the place) (hall be given to him as 
Inaumkut coduke e; and if no fuch cuftora 
fhall prevail at the place in queftion, in¬ 
quiry fliall be made at the villages round 
about, and land be given to him as Enaum, 
according 1 to what may be found to be the 
cuftom in thole villages. 

37. In your diftrid, the period fixed for 
the payment of a Kijt f is four months; 
and from the beginning to the end of the 
year, the whole of the colledHons are to 
be made in three Rifts, and after deduction 
being made of the charges, the money is 
to be lent to your Cutchery, and a receipt 
to be taken for it. At the*commencement 
of the month of Waufyie Bhauderpu#*, 
you are to adjuft the accounts of the Reyuts, 
and by the end of that month the whole 

Principal Reyu'ts. f Initalment. 

+ The 6 th month of the year. Vide Art. 123. 
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the revenue mu ft be collected and paid 
in to Government. 


38. It is ordered, that m a diftria which 
pays 10,000 pagodas, whenever 500 pa¬ 
godas (hall have been colleded, they mall 
be immediately remitted to the Cutchery. 
You will obferve what is the Jummabundy 
of your diftridt; and accordingly as the 
money is collected, you will remit it to 
your Cutchery. 


39. You are to require the farmers of 
villages to tranfmit their rents according 
to the Kijlbundy , under charge of ‘tubuls*; 
and if they fail to do fo, you are to repri¬ 
mand them, and put others in their places,. 


40. Idlr car rain who are employed to 
prefs workmen, frequently ule them ill, 
and extort money from them.—This mu ft 
be inquired into, and forbid ; men are to be 
prelied for the fervice of Government 
only; and if the Hircarrahs ufe them ill. 


* The fame as Pykes, i*e. Revenue Peons. 
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6r take money from them, they (hall be 
punifhed. 

4t . The Aumil , Senjhladars , and Sham- 
foges, 'Mil attend at the Cutchery of Go¬ 
vernment from nine o’clock in the morning 
till five o’clock in the evening, and do their 
hufinefs. They may then go to their 
homes, but they are to return to the Cut¬ 
chery at eight o’clock in the evening, and 
remain there till three in the morning; in 
which, time they (hall prepare and complete 
the accounts of the day, and having healed 
and figned the accounts, (hall tranlmit 
them to theH#s*etfrand to their Cutcheryj 
they may then retire to reft. 

One Putted or Shamboge of a village 
MU not vifit at the houfe of another. No 
public officers (hall traniacfc btifinefs in 
their own hordes, but only at the cutchery. 
Monthly accounts lhall be tranfmltted to 
their relpeftive Cutcheries, and the ftateof 
the diftridt (hall be reported every week. 

42. Whenever commiffions or orders of 
Government (hall be iffued from th c Deivan 
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^•js 2^F your Ciitchery, at the Huzzoor, and 
the Tokuree Cu.tchery, immediate obedience 
thall be paid to them, on pain of the dif- 
pleafure of Government:. 

43. "ThsReyuts of villages are accullomed 
to expend their money upon travellers, and 
in celebrating feftivals : they are now for¬ 
bid to lpend their money upon travellers; 
and it is ordered that when Reyids are ddi rous 
of expending money in this wav, they lhall 
only be allowed to expend one pagoda out 
of one hundred in every village ; there is 
no occafton for them to lpend more. 

44. You are to lee that the people Ire- 
longing to the Athoonee are regularly niu- 
ftered, and are to pay them their wages into 
their own hands, according to the eftablilh- 
ment: Houlcundayah laiid lhall not be given, 
them.—[Here follows a repetition of the 
6th article.] 

45. At the time of making the Jumma - 
bundy of the diftrifl, fuitable drelfes lhall 
be prefented to th cReytits and Putteels , &c. 
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cofl of which will be palled in the 
accounts. 




46. For keeping the accounts of the dif~ 
trift, the Serifhtadars and Sbamboges are to 
be allowed the daily expenditure of one 
quire of coarfe paper, and one dck of lamp 
oil. Whatever is really expended out of 
this allowance, (hall be palled in the ac¬ 
count!: : the Sbamboges are to take care in 
future, not to write upon ZvmW*; accounts 
written upon paper will be attended to; 
and not accounts written upon lirrit. 

47. The Naikwars of the Coondachar 
take bribes from the Putt eels , &c. and be¬ 
come fecu titles for them to Government; 
it is now forbidden to accept of the Natk- 
<wars as fecurity, the fecurity of relpedtable 
Putteds and Sbamboges is to be taken. 

48. Aumils , SeriJhtadarSy Sbamboges , &c. 
when they vifitthe villages, have been ac- 
cuHomed to take Aloofa-fy &c. from the 
Reyuts- There is no need to do this in fu- 


* Palm leaves. f Diet money. 
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refpedf, (hall fall under ti ; dilpleafure of 


Government. There is alfo no occafioti 
to fupply with fuel, &c. the Oolkecs who 
are lent by Government to col left the 
Tullub ; neither is there occafion for the 


Reyuts to give fuel, &c. to your people who 


go into the villages to collect money : the 
Putt eels of the villages are to be flxidtly 
enjoined to prevent the coni ura prion of 
firewood * : if any perfon fhall expend this 
article, the Annul /hall be made to account 
for it. 

49. After the Aumil fhall have arrived 
in the diftrict, if, owing to his oppreffion, 
any of the Reyuts who were in the country 
upon las arrival fhall abfeond, the Aumil 
fhall be made to pay twenty pagodas for 
every plough of a reipeefcable Reyut who has 
fled, and ten pagodas for every plough of 
the poor Reyut. 

50. You are to afeertain from whom ba¬ 
lances of former years are due : from thofe 

* c -to mean firewood laid up for the 
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have the means to pay, you are to 
enforce the payment of the full amount, 
and from fuch as are poor, you are to re¬ 
ceive payment by infhllmentsi —Reyuis \\ ho 
have fied the country are to be encouraged 
to. return, and the balances due from them 
are to be recovered by gentle means; and 
where balances are due from Reyuis who are 
dead, you are to recover it from their Zin- 
digee ■*, if they had any; and if not, you 
are to take a Mochulkaf from fhcPuttee/s and 
Reyuis of the village, and write them off in 
your accounts. 



51. If anyperfon fnall deliver in a ffate- 
meht containing charges of corruption 
againil the former or prelent Aumils, Se¬ 
rif htadars, Shamboges, &c., or againff the 
farmers or Putteels, the parties/hall be made 
to appear, and the money /hall be reccm red 
from them. If any altercation artfes, refc- 


,* Suppofed to fignify property, or the means of 
fubfi fiance. 

t Means here a certificate that the deceafed left 
no property; or an obligation to apply the property 
that /hail afterwards be ditcovered, to the liquidation 
of the arrears of rent. 
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hfrenee fhall be made to the Huzzoor and to 
your Cutch'ery ; and whatever directions 
may be ilTucd from thence fhall be obeyed. 
If in future, upon fuch charges.being pre¬ 
ferred, you (hall conceal and not examine 
them, and it fhould come to the knowledge 
of the Huzzoor and be proved, you /hall not 
only be made t o pay the money in queftion, 
but alfo be fined. 


<§L 


52. There are many Koruclyiv.aun , 
thieves, and highway robbers, in your di~ 
drift: you are to find them out,and appre¬ 
hend them, with their women and children; 
and having {elected from them all the young 
hoys and girts who are wanted by Govern¬ 
ment as (laves, you fhall provide them with 
a Aiitable allowance for their diet, at the 
rate of one feer of rice and one pice per day, 
one with another, and feud them with great 
care, under charge of the Kdladar, to the 
Huzzoor; the remainder, you fhallcaufe to be 
bound by the wail): with ropes, and employ 
them in carrying earth for the fervice of 
Government; and you (hall allow each of 
them one dek pakhta of flour of Raugy^ and 
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a copper Caufs *. You ihall alfo report 
their condition to the Hwzzoo?\ and to jour 
Cutchery; and obey fuch orders as Hi all be 
ifl’ucd to you reflecting them, 

53, If any traveller, or per fan who is 
'heirlefs, &c. fhall die within your diflnct, 
his property fhall be jfeized for Government; 
and if any perfoti > fhall take pofieflion of 
the property of one who has died without 
leaving an heir, enquiry fhall be made, and 
twice tiie value fhall be taken from him ; 
and if afterwards an heir to the property 
fhould appear, it fhall be delivered over to 
him, and his receipt be taken for it. 

54. The horfes and bullocks belonging 
tt> Government are kept in your diflrid to 
graze : you are to confider the care of thefe 
cattle as a charge of the firft importance. 
If the Aunt'’, Kllledar , Serijhtadar , Sham- 
boges , &c. fhall make ufe of a horfe or a 
bullock belonging to Government, five 
hundred rupees for each horfe, and twenty 
pagodas for each bullock fhall be taken from 
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* A ca{h or pice. 
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perfons who made ute of them, and they*' 
fhali be difmifled from their offices, and be 
turned out of the country. 

If any perfbn who finds a dray horfe or 
bullock bearing the Government - mark, 
fhali detain it in his own poil'cffton, you 
fhali punifh fuch perfon. 

55. If any perfbn belonging to the army 
fhali take up his abode in your did rift, 
without having a pals from Government, 
he fhali be leized, and information thereof 
fhali be fent to the HuzzaOr, from whence 
whatever order is iffued in the matter fhali 
be obeyed. Merchants and people or the 
country are not to be flopped becaufe they 
have not pafles; but public fervants, am] 
other perfons are not to be differed to go 
without one : the obfervance of this rule is 
to be enforced at every village. 

56. You are toafeertain the exact: didance 
between every town and village throughout 
your didridt, and the number of wells in 
which there is water, and the number of 
thofe that are dry on the roads; as alio 
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thickets, hills, dreams, embank¬ 
ments, plains, and tanks there are in the 
wav, and what particular (pots are fit for 




halting-places for an army. An. account 
of thefc particulars is to be made, and kept 
in the Du fleer, and one copy thereof is 
to be tranimitted to the Huzzoor, and one 
copy to your Cutchery. 

57. Whenever the bullocks employed in 
the fervj.ee of Government (hall be fent into 
your dillricl for Kulthee, if there is Kulthce 
ready in the Cujhahfl you are, without a 
moment’s lofs of time, to fill it into bags, 
and deliver it; and if the grain (hall be in 
the villages, you are, in the courfe of five 
or fix days, to have it brought in, and deli¬ 
vered u bags, tpking a receipt for it; and 
the bullocks arc to be immediately ^dilpatcl led 
with the grain. In cafe of a fingle day’s 
delay, you arc to confider yourfelfas anfwe- 


rable for the litre of thele cattle. When 
you difpatch the bullocks, you (hall, at 


the lame time, write information of the dji- 


'* Principal town. 
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.^jahce which the army may be from your 
diftrict. 


58. A commiilion upon thejimmabundy 
of your Hiliridt, (excluffVe of the Enaum , 
Deojlaun , Akrar, See. lands,) of a quarter 
of a fanarn Kunteeroy * upon every pagoda 
is allowed, for difeharging the pay of the, 
Aumll , Pe/fc hears, Beafps, f and Mumi~ 
caurs. It is expected that: you keep up the 
full effablifhment of Munnkaurs and Beafps, 
and pay them their fixed allowances, and 
taking the remainder for your own wages, 
fulfil your duty. If you keep more or lefs 
than the eftablifhment of Beafps and Munni- 
caurs , you fhall refund the difference of 
the-wages. The Atmil , and other officers 
in the revenue department, fhall not trade; 
if they do, they will be made to forfeit 
double the amount of the concern in which 
they are found to be engaged. 


* Suppofing the pagoda to be worth 13J fanams 
kunteeroy, the commiffion for the payment of the 
revenue officers, and eftablifhment' mentioned in 
this article, is fomething lefs than a per cent on the 
revenue. 

f Difiuounted porfemen. 

D 
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59* Rales to be obferved .in purchaiing 
articles that are required for the fervice of 
Government: 




A monthly price-current fhail be made 
with the affiftanee of the Sithee, Wurtuk , 
Cot waul, See., for the Bazars, in your dif- 
tri£l, which price-current fhail be iigaed 
arid fealed by you. 

If Kootjhse * fells in the Bazar , by the 
price current, at 15 Deks for a Fanam, you 
fhail take it at the rate of x 7, and pay 
the money to the merchant, taking his 
receipt; and where the eftablidled price 
of rice, tooir , moung, &c. fhail be 10 
Deks for a Fanam , y ou fhail take 11. And 
the following are the rules to be obferved 
in the purchafe of articles which are fold 
by weight: 

If the price of Ghee, oil, and iron uten- 
fils, &c. fhail be at the rate of z pagodas 
per uttul, fyou fhail deduct a Fanam out of 
every Pagoda , and pay the purchafe money, 
one Fanam out of ever y Pagoda fhail alio be 


* A fort of pulfe. f Maund. 
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Eluded from the price of cloths, fheets, 
blankets, thread, &c., and the purchafe 
money fhall be paid to the merchant, taking 
his receipt fpecifying the particulars. 


60. You ate to keep up an eftablifhment 
of bullocks in the fervice of Government 
in your diftria. at the rate of 2 bullocks for 
every thoufhnd pagodas of you rjummabundy, 
and you are to allow one pagoda Kanteeroy 
per month for the hire of each : whatever 
goods or articles are required for the lei vice 
of Government, are to be tranfpofted upon, 
thefe bullocks, every one of which is to 
carry a load of 90 full ci'eks, or a weight of 
6 mtuls ; and thefe bullocks, when con¬ 
veying goods, are to travel at the rate of 4 
Sultaunee kurohs a day, and at the rate of 6 
kurohs a day when returning unloaded. 
You are to provide pads and :faddles, and one 
man to every two bullocks for the care of 
them; and you are never to keep thefe bul¬ 
locks unempkwed, but be conftantiy and 
fucceffively fending them with loads of 
goods. 

Whenever thefe bullocks fhall be wanted 
D 2 


i 36 ] 

by Government, you arc to colle# them' 
together, anet fend them in a drove, with 
an account of them. 

If any of thefe bullocks flioitld be of a 
fmall fize, you are neverthelefs not to di- 
minhh their loads : the proprietor of fuch 
bullocks mufl either bear the load himlelf, 

or find bullocks tliat will cam- them. 

i ' *» 

6f. If a greater quantity of hulihee, .or 
other articles (hall be ordered, than can be 
transported to the army, to th.tMoodeek.hana*, 
or to Agran puttun, upon the bullocks in 
the fervice, others are to be hired for the’ 
occahon ; and the rate of hire to be paid 
for them, is one Fan am for every difiance 
of 4 Sultannee Kurohs 'winch they may 
travel ; and each of thefe hired bullocks is 
to be difpatched with a load of log full 
deks of grain, or eight uttuh in weight. 
The hire, as above fixed, is to be paid, 
and a receipt to be taken. Frequent appli¬ 
cations are not to be made to Government 
about paying hire. 




* Purveyor’s office, 




I 37 

6.2. Formerly the euftoms Were made a 
feparate farm; but this fatmis difeontraued, 
and the cuftorns are to he collected at each 
Muza throughput the diftrid, and are to be 
included in the Jtmmabundy. 


63. The Deqjlaun lands are all to be re¬ 
lumed throughout your diftrid ; and after 
afceminmg to what Simps* they formerly 
appertained, you ftiall re-annex them, and 
include them in the Jummabundy of. thole 
Simps. 


64, Whenever the towers and fortrefles 
of the villages in your diftrid are fur- 
rounded by hedges of Sikakauhee an d 'Cttjcu, 
you are to raife behind finch hedges, other 
hedges of Boha trees, otherwile called the 
Munjeenaur,. where there are no l'uch hedges 
as above described, you are to make them 
of Sikakauhee , Cujca, and Boha .—You are 
alfo to enclofe plantations and fields with 
the Boha, and give fluid orders that no one 
fhall break them without permiflion from 
the A'umil. You are to make the Reyuts 


* See note to the 28th article. 
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:iVer annually a quantity of Roha, * in 
the proportion of 5 Utteels to every 1000 
pagodas in th cjurmnabundy of your diftrid, 
and are to fend it to your Cutchery upon 
the bullocks which are kept in the iervice 
of Government. 


65. The repairs of fucli forts, dec. as 
belong to the Ummul, are to be made by 
the Annul; and the repairs of thole which 
belong £0 the department of the Coondachar 
and Kelladar , are, according to the regula¬ 
tions, to be made by the Kelladar —but the 
whole expence of thefe laft repairs is never- 
thelels to be entered in your accounts of 


buildings. 


66, The Aumil of the diftrid fhall firft 
take a firelock himlelf, and lhall require 
of the Reyuts, and of the Mujlemaun, Mah~ 
raltahy and other inhabitants of the Cujbah , 
that every houfe fhall furnilh one man 
with a firelock, and on every Friday thefe 
men lhall be ailembled before the Aumil , 


* This muft mean the Bark of Bohn, which is ufed 
for making ropes. 
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and made to go through the exercife.-— 
And in every village throughout: the di* 
find, the inhabitants (hall be required to 
keepfirelocks,and to alienable and go through 
the exercife everyFriday; and every abfentee 
<K |11 be fined in the furn of 5 fanams—Re¬ 
gular mufier-rolls and accounts of the fines 
are to be kept and transmitted to the Huz- 
%oor : thefe fines are not to be included in 
th cjummabundy* 

67, In the fort, there is a houfe belong¬ 
ing to Government, appointed for the Cut- 
chery: befides this, if there fhould be 
any other houfe belonging to Government, 
for the refidence of the Kelladar and Atimil t 
well and good ; other wife houfes, contain¬ 
ing each of them twenty Chejhmais ,* fhall 
be eroded at the d Stance of 50 Denis from 
the Cutchery, at the expence of Govern¬ 
ment, for the Kelladar and Aumil , and 
they are to be kept in repair by Govern¬ 
ment—One of thefe buildings is for the 
refidence of the Kelladar , and the other for 


*SL 


• This word, it is fuppofed, means apertures for 
air and light, doors and windows. 
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; and whoever happen.? to he 
the Annul and Kellaiar fhall occupy them ; 
there is no ocdafion for more than twenty 
Chejhmais in each. Thus'KeUa'dar and Aumil 
fhall (it and tranfad their buiinefs together 
in one of the Chejhmais of the Cutchefy— 
7 r there is no Cutchery in the fort, a Cat¬ 
ch ery containing y Chejhmais lhail be built, 
and they fhall both tranfad buiinefs in it. 

68. If the Reyuis , in difcharge of their 
rents, fhall offer gold, filver, copper, or 
brafs, thefe articles are not to be dilpofed 
of to traders, but are to be purchafed for 
Government, according to the price-current 
of the Bazar ; and to be entered in the ac¬ 
counts of the office, and to be forwarded 
with the account of them to the Cutchery 
at the fame time with the fupplies of ftores. 
If in breach of this rule you fhall allow 
thcle art icles to be dilpofed of to merchants, 
and receive the purchale money on account 
of Government, you will incur the difplea- 
ftfre of Government; 

69. The Cauzees and other relpedable 
Mahomedans, and fuch as follow the pro- 
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f ion of arms, {hall be exempted through¬ 
out your dil’tri6>. from the payment of any 
. houte tax, or tax upon, grain and other 
things which they may bring from the 
country for their food. 

70. You !k'li feize all Padres, and Guild 
fams * that are to be round within your 
diiirift, and fend them under' a guard to 
the Huzzoor— and you fh til enquire and 
^certain what Zindigie , grain, cattle, land, 
and plantations, See. they pofiefs, and frail 


and you fhall deliver over the lands and 
plantations to other Reyuts , whom you 
fhall encourage to cultivate them, as, .in 
cafe they are not cultivated, you will be 
required to make good what they fhould 
have produced—'In future, if any perfon of 
the call of Cull faun (hall take up his abode 
in your diftridt, you, (hall, according to 
the above directions, feize him, with las 
family and children, and lend him and them 
to the Huzzoor. 


* Chriftians. 
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The following rules are to be obser¬ 
ved in firing falutes on days of rejoicing, 
and in celebrating vi&ories, &c. : on the 
day appointed for celebrating feflivals, vic¬ 
tories, &c., the guns are to be fired at the 
tenth Gurry of the day; and lalutes to the 
Sultaun are to be fired at the time when he 
is palling in ffate : falutes for vi&ories ob¬ 
tained by commanders of troops, are to be 
fired according to order. 


The occafions upon which falutes are to 
be fired, and the number of guns at each, 
are as foliow : 


On the Eede Ulmumenecn , the 
13th of Rejeb 20 guns 

On the Suit aim's birth-day, the 
3 4_th of the month of Toolooee 30 
The Eede of Rumzaun , &c\, in 

the month of Showaul 20 

The Eede of Zechuje , on the 

10th of that month 20 

The anniverfary of the Sultaun s 
Reign, the 3d of’ Beyhauree 30 

A victory obtained by th cSultaun 20 
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.^WWhen the Swtaun's Retinue is 
palling 




30 guns 


For victories by Commanders 
and Officers of the Army 


10 


72, Wherever there are Mofques in your 
diftridt, there are Cauzees , Macias , and 
Mozins. You lhali tranfmit a ftatement 
of the allowances given to thefe perfons, 
and the Enaum lands held by them, under 
yours and the Kelladaf s feals, to the Cut- 
chery ; and continue them according to 
their SunnuJs —You are to celled together 
the children of the Mahornedan inhabitants 
of the Cujbah, &c., and caule them firft to 
be taught calculation and accounts, and 
afterwards to read # books ; and you (hall 
keep and tranfmit an account of all children 
who are intruded in reading; whoever 
will become a Mujj'ulmaun, the Cauzee lhali 
initiate him, and his name lhali be written 
down on the lift of the faithful : care is to 
be taken that no other perlonthan the Cauzee 
lhali, in his own houfe, make converts of 
male or female (laves—wherever there is 
no Mofque, a Mofque, of 5 Chejhmah i hall 
be built:, and Mtsolas Entertained at a monthly 
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allowance of io Fannins, and a quantity of' 
ground yielding io Fanams (hall be granted 
for the purpofe. The Fiftieth ffiali ailo fur- 
nifh a daily quantity of oil, weighing 2 
Fulooccs * to light the Mofque; and land 
for the fupport of the expence of the oil 
(haw like wife be appropriated, and the Moo- 
Has ihall be enjoined to ihflrudt the Maho- 
medan children in reading, and (hall read 
prayers to the Mahomedau inhabitants, 

73. Every perfon who 111 a 11 become a con- 
vertto theMahomedan faith, if he be ai?q'«jf, 
/hall only pay half the ufual afleffrnent, and 
(hall be exempted from the payment of houfe 
tax : and if he is a dealer in merchandize, 
-his goods lhall pafs duty .-free, Befide this, 
there are other rules laid down in the regu¬ 
lations for the Cauzees of th eSlmpts, a copy 
of which you mull obtain from the office, 
and adhere to them. 


Heretofore the meafure of a Khundee has 
been of various capacities ; t hey are all. now 
to be di(continued, and the following flan- 


Pice. 
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£rd of roeafure is fixed—The weight of 30 
Fanams Kunteeroy is one rupee ; 24 rupees 
make one light 'Dek * r ; 3 and l light Deks 
are equal to one full Dek f weighing 84 
rupees; 16 full Deks make one Kuro — 
and 20 one Khundee. It Is ordered, 

that according to this Handard, rneafures 
iliall be made in all the diflridb, with Go- 
vernment.-fiamps upon them ; and that all 
grain be bought by; thefe rneafures filled to 
the brim : that the weight may be exadV to 
a Angle Dek, It is alfo ordered that all the 
old wooden rneafures he broken, and that 
the old weights and rneaf ures of iron, &c. 
be delivered up to Government. 



A Rupee is to be denominated Joze; a 
Kuro, Beyd ; and a Khundee, Ahla ; and 
by thefe new names they are to be ex- 
preffed in all accounts. 

75- The former names of Seer, Dena, 
and Maund are to Ljp difcontiruled; and 
throughout all thediftrifls, weights of the 


* In the original Dek Khcnin. 
f In tJhtt original Dek Pakhta. 
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under-written names and ftandard are to be 
made, with the Government-ftamp upon 
them, and to be every where ufed in their 
head ; and they are to be exprefled in all 
accounts by the names now given ; and all 
the old weights are to be thrown away.— 
The Seer is to be called Dek; and the Dek 
is to weigh 24 Rupees. The Derra is to 
be called Hub ; and the Hub is to weigh 10 
Dek. The Mun (Maund) is to be called 
Vttul ; and the Uttul is to weigh 4 Hubs 
or 40 Deks. 

76, A Derra Shier me has been fixed 
upon to be ufed in mealuring lands, and in 
building fortifications, &c. It is feat to 
you, and you are to caufe the meafurement 
of lands, &c. to be made by this Derra. 
Thirty-two Derras are to make one Lub ; 
and the meafurement of all lands is to be 
exprefled in hubs. 

77. The meafure of the Derra is founded 
upon the Culma Seyeebee, * in which there 
are 24 letters, and contains 24 Nh'angujhts ;4- 


* The Mahomedan confeflioti of Faith. 
+ A Thumb-breadth. 
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•at is to fay 24. Nirangujhts make half a 
Derr a Suitaunee , and 48 Nirangujhts make 
a complete Derra. The meafiure of a 2V/- 
rangujht is determined as follows; 1 o grains 
of fine rice, weighing 6 Tabas , make 1 
Nirangujht Jowanf 7 grains of coar'fe rico, 
weighing 6 Tabas , .make : Nirangujht', 
7 grains of wheat, weighing 4 Tabas, f 
make 1 Nirangujht; 3 Nirangujhts make 1 
Gerra ; 8 Gerras \ a Derra ; and 16 
Gerras 1 Derra., 


77. The following Royal ftandard is fixed 
for the meafiure ot'diftances : 

Two Gurries make on cKurob; and 3000 
military paces are equal to otic Gurrie, each 
pace being the length of one Derra Suitcui- 
nee ; fo chat 6,000 Suitaunee Derr as make 
one Kuroh , or a journey of 2 Gurries. 

Orders are to be given to the Reyuts on 
the confines of every village, to meafiure, 
with Suitaunee Derr as, all the roads, both 


* Here means a full grown perfon. 
f In the original 14, which muft be a miftuk*. 


igh roads and bye roads, and to mark 
every Kuroh by planting a Burrb-ticc. on 
the right hand tide, and a Godlar and Neem 
tree on the left hand tide of the roads, at 
thofe diftances; and they are to be enjoined 
to be particularly careful of the prefervatton 
of thefe trees. 

You are to pay hire for the carriage and 
conveyance of goods according to thefe 
Kurohs. 

j /8. If there are ten iron-founderies in 
your diftridt, you are, by encouragement, to 
iapreafe them to double the number ; and 
according to the indents and iimflers feat 
from the Huzzoor , you are to have iron 
Dub as * and heel Kuhuttees -}~ made and 
forwarded. Whenever an order .comes to 
your Cutchety for iron fliot and Dubas , 
you are to forward them without the fan all- 
eft delay. Ironmongers may make all forts 
of implements of iron, but you are to take 
care that they do not fell ftioL You are 

* Shells. 

A fort of cutlafs or fword. 
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^u-fo to afcertain where there are mines of 
iron, and deel, and obtain from thence the 
utinofl poffible quantity of each of thole 
articles, which yo'u are to take the greateft 
care of. 


79* Y° u are to purchafe faltpetre at the 
rates under mentioned, and forward it, ac¬ 
cording to the. indents which may be foil 
for it, from your Cutchery. 

There are four kinds, viz : 


In perfect cryftals 
thrice boiled, 
Second, in broken 
cryftals, 

Third, in grains. 
Fourth, in duft, 


So. The names of the Ana t, &c. which 
have been fixed by Government, are as 
follows : and they are to be written in this 
way in all accounts. 

* The Perjtati letter 4 /ftand$ in the original for 
Saturn, and the dot . for half a Fanam. 

f Meaning the different coins of the country. 


Fanam Kuntceroy, 

each U'ttu! 

4-1* 

do. 

4 

do. 

3 i 

do. 

3 


E 



Mwisr^ 



C 5° J 

{<0 TtyS-, make i Uddbah ; 5 Uddbahs , 1 Be. 

7 t ‘ Ay a \ 16 sly as, 1 Taha\ and 

16 Tams , 1 Fcinatn. 

So that x Fanam con (ids of 256 sly as, or 
1792 Behas, or 8360 Uddbahs , or 40,680 

Weight in Poppy Grains. 

1 Pagoda -14,400. 

1 Fanam -— 1,600., 

x Taha —— 100. 

2 Ay a —— 6J. 

81. There are vintners’ Props in your dif- 
tricl; whenever you find four of thefc ihops, 
you lhall fupprefs two of them ; and dou¬ 
ble the tax upon the remaining two. 



82. In your diftrict there are drops for 
the fale of inebriating liquors made from 
herbs, upon which you fhalJ double the 
tax which has been heretofore colle&ed 
from them. 


83. Formerly there were plantations, vil¬ 
lages, and houfes, &c. under the control 
of the Kelladar , They are no longer to 
be continued lb, and the plantations arid 
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the Cnt'Waul of the villages, &c. are placed 
under your direction. If a habitation is 
wanted for one of your people, you fhall 
Caufe the houle of feme perfon who is heir- 
lels, and who may be dclirous of lellinsf his 
houfe, to be made over to him by fale ; 
taking care that the purchafe money for 
it is paid to the proprietor. You are not to 
give a houfe which is the property of one 
perfon to another. The people who are 
under the Kelladar , in the fervice of Go¬ 
vernment, are employed as femries, and 
in guarding fores : and it is not proper to 
allow them to have any thing to do with 
plantations or civil concerns. This order 
has been alfo inferted in the regulations for 
the Kelladar r. All plantations, dec. which 
have heretofore been under the control of 
the Kelladar , are to be refumed and put 
under the Athoonee management. 


84. The people of the Athoonee and 
Ahajfmum are not to be paid their wages, 
by T'unkhaus upon the villages, but you 
fliall pay them in ready money, and intp 
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/four own hands, under the pain of the 
difpleafure of Government. 

85. All the lame and blind in your dif- 
tritl are wanted to work at the * Bhuta - 
kujhee, &c. You are therefore to collect 
them together, and having given them an 
allowance for travelling charges, you are 
to fend them to your Cutchery, and take 
a receipt for them. You are alfo. to find 
out -I- orphan,children, and giving to each of 
th ma one full Dek of fice, and one Fuloocc, 
you are to fend them to the Hmzoor. 

86. It has been the practice in the difi 
trifts, for Government’s principal ’fervants, 
’J'eajecaurs j, &cc. to take villages and lands 
in farm. You are directed to annul alt 
fuch farms, and to give the lands to the 
Reyuts to cultivate. In future you are 
xipon no account to farm out villages or 
lands to perlons of this defeription; a breach 


* Suppofed to mean Workhoufes in which luch 
people may be ufeful. 

f In the original Beywauries, written, I imagine, 
by mistake, inftcad of BeyivauUet. 

I Clerks, Mutfuddi as. 
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of this order will incur the levereft dif* 

plea litre, 

87. It has been a pradice in the diifrids, 
for the Mokuddums and Reyuts , > 5 tc. to pay 
a bribe of 50 or 100 pagodas a year to the 
officers of Government, for orders upon 
the Aumih and farmers to exempt them 
from being prefled. You are to make 
Arid inquiry into this matter in future ; 
and having found out the perfons who (hall 
have taken this bribe, you are to make 
filch of them as are upon the fpot refund 
the money, and pay it into Government. 
And if the perfons who have taken it (hall 
be at the Huzzoor or other places, you (hall 
fend an account thereof to the Huzzosr, 
that it may be levied from them. 

88. People belonging to the Athoonee 
have frequently occalion to go from one 
village to another upon public bufinefs : 
in that cafe when they are to pafs in and 
out of the fort, you are to addrefs a note 
to the Kelladar , and require a pafs for them 
from him, which you are to fend to the 
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igate, and you are to call the people before 
you and examine them; and obierve the 
fame rule when you fend them out; and 
you are to note down your obfervance of 
this rule in your journal. 


89, The bullocks of Government which 
appertain to the bncrut M'htl are font to 
your Cutchery to be trained : you are to 
deliver them in charge to the Putteeh of 
the villages; and whenever there may be 
Puma * belonging to Government, the 
bullocks are to be trained to the draught 
by yoking them to the plough thereof; 
and w hen there is no Puma belonging to 
Government, they are to be yoked to the 
ploughs of the Putteeh. If the Shamboges 
or Reyuts (hall prefume to yoke them to 
their ploughs, a fine lhall be exa&ed of 20 
pagodas for every bullock fo yoked. Strict 
ordt - 'i are alio to be given to the Putteeh to 
take the Government bullocks everyday to 
the Jungle, and to bring them back in the 
evening, and to picket them in their flails 
with tip the fort, and feed them well. When- 


* Mull be fome particular denomination of land. 
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an order comes from your Cutchery 
for bullocks, you are to furnifh them im¬ 
mediately. 


90 . A new eflabliihment of Munn/caurs 
Sbamboges , Beajps, &c. has been fixed for 
the diflridl : they are to be kept up accord¬ 
ing to that eftablifhment, and the perform¬ 
ance of their duties to Government is to be 
exacted from them. If any of the old or 
new Shambogcs or Seriptadars are unfit for 
their offices, you are to report the matter 
to the Hu&zoor, and adhere to l’uch order as 
you fhall receive thereupon. 


91. It is ordered that a quantity o£ draw 
be annually gathered together in your dif- 
tridt, in the proportion of one Kiar to every 
pagoda of the land tax, (or Jummabundy, cx- 
clulive of cuftom, houfe tax, &c.) The 
Kiar to confift of a Pup tar a * of the cir¬ 
cumference of j} Derr at ; and two fuch 
Puptaras making one load: and you are 
to gather it in this proportion from all the 
villages, and require the Mokutfitms and 


* Burden. 
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farmers, during the period of making the 
colle&ions, to fee it gathered in the vil¬ 
lages, and preferved with care. 

Tf the liable horfes, or artillery bullocks 
(hall be fent to your diftrid to graze, 
you are according to order to deliver the 
ftraw in K'uirs of the above measurement, 
and take receipts for it. There is no occa- 
lion for the fervants belonging to the flables 
to go themfi Ives to the villages and collet 
flraw as they pleafe. The Sair horfemen 
mu ft alfo take ft raw. from the Reyuts by 
equitable purchafe, and not by violence, 
the obl'ervance of this rule is enjoined to 
them hi their regulations. If any pe-rfon 
takes ftraw by force, you are to feize him 
and fend him to the Hitzzoor ; and if you 
cannot feize him, you are to ascertain his 
name, and the naan of his R/faladar and 
Jemadar, and report them to the HuzzQor , 
that he may be fent for and punifhed. 
Whatever quantity of ftraw, accumulated 
for Government, fhall remain at the end 
of the year, over and above the quantity 
required for confumption, is to be fold, 
and the money produced by the fale is to 
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paid in to Government. The Reyuts 
to be forbid to fell any draw without 
r order. 


92. It is ordered, that in every diftrid 
which pays 1000 pagodas, the Reyuts (hall 
keep four brood-mares. You are accord¬ 
ingly to fele£t fuch of the. Reyuts from all 
the villages in your diftrid as are trufo 
worthy men, and who underftand the 
keeping and care of horfes, and equally 
diftrihute amongft them the charge of 
keeping a number of mares in proportion 
to the Jummabundy of your difhid. If 
1 the Reyuts fhall require pecuniary alii fiance 
to enable them to purchafe mares, you 
mufl let them have it at the rate of 100, 
150, or 200, rupees for each. A number 
of horfes are brought for lale to the Nur- 
putty* Jatiray , and the Reyuts may pur¬ 
chafe and bring them from thence. Two 
fhllions have been fent by Government 
into every diftrid to breed from, and you 
mufl ifl'ue Arid injundions that all the 
mares fhall be covered by thefe flallions, 


* The name of a place. 


f A fair. 
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''and not by other 1 ortcs. Whenever foals 
are brought forth, you are to fend for the 
owner, and advance money to him, at the 
rate of too rupees for each ford, to enable 
him to feed them ; and you are to diredt 
the following mode to be obferved in feed¬ 
ing them: for the fir ft month the foal is 
to be fed with 3 Deks of milk every day; 
from that time till it is fix months old. one 
light Dek of butter, and one full Dek of 
flour of vetches is to be given daily, mixed 
with the milk; after the end of the fix 
months the milk is to be difcontinued, and 
in addition to the flour of vetches and but¬ 
ter, two full Deks of Coulthee is to be 
given to the .foal, until it has attained the 
age of one year, from which time the 
flour and butter are to be left off; and till 
the next year the foal is to be fed with 4 
Deks of boiled Coulthee . 

During the firfl year the foal is to be 
tied with a firing, and fuffered to go with 
its dam to graze ; and .after that period, if 
it is a colt, it is to be fl.parated from the 
dam, and fuiTered to graze -by itfelf with 
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^ a ftnn § al) out its neck ; but if it i s a filly 
it need not be Separated from its dam. 


A brood-mare is to be fed with 3 Deks 
of boiled Coulthee every day. The foals, 
both colts and fibres, are to be backed and 
broke as foon as they have attained the age 
of one year and a half, and at tWo or three 
years they are to be feat to the Huzzoor for 
examination, when they will be purchafed 
at fiiitable prices, from 200 to 500 rupees 
each ; and after deducing the fum which 
may, as above mentioned, have been ad¬ 
vanced by Government, the balance will 
be paid to the owner. 


lr a Reyut is defirous of felling his horfe 
elfewhere, he is not to do fo without the 
knowledge of the Jhimil , and is not to 
take a lefs price than 200 rupees, but may 
ibl! him for more than that fum ; and out 
ot the price which lie receives he is to pay 
back to Government the advance which 
may have been made to him. Every Au~ 
mil who (hall keep up a greater number of 
brood-mares in his dildricf than he is re- 
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Co do by this regulation, will merit 
the approbation of Government. 

You are defired to fend all the colts 
which are now to be found in your diftri& 
of two years old, with their owners, to 
the 'Huzzoor, that, after being examined, a 
proper price may be given for them. 

You are again defired to be ftridtly at¬ 
tentive to the orders contained in this rule; 
and you are moreover directed to keep a 
regular account of the brood-mares and 
foals that are with the Reyuts , and you 
are alfo to provide the food of the it allions 
that are given by Government, and take 
care that they are kept in high condition, 
fo that they may propagate the fpecies. 

9 y Tobacco has hitherto been prepared 
with fpirits and other deftru&ive things to 
iucreafe its itrength ; this is forbid, and it 
is ordered that tobacco ihall only be pre¬ 
pared with Jaggrte*. Ixt an injunction 



* MolalTes. 
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to this effect he laid upon all the people of 
the diffrid. 


( SL 


94. Heretofore ’■Turmeric has been boiled 
with cow-dung. This is forbid, and it is 
ordered that in future Turmeric final! be 
boiled with red okcr throughout your dif- 
tridt. 


95 •. All the rules neceflary to be ob- 
ferved are laid down in this code, and are 
to be adhered to. If any cafe lira 11 occur 
not provided for, requiring reference to the 
Huzzoor , let fuch reference be made ; and 
the order ifl’ued in confequence be obeyed, 


96. The following rates are effabli/hed 
for the purchale and fale of gold, fdver, 
and copper, the obfervance of which you 
are to ffridtly enjoin to all Ihopkeepers, 
Ihroffs, and traders, in your diftridt. And 
whenever thefe articles are purchafed for 
Government, they are to be taken at 1 or 


* The original article bearing this No, appears 
to have been at firfl omitted, and at laft mifplacech 
by the Perfian copyifh It ought properly to have 
been included in the 125th article. 
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T'ahas under this rate ; and as the value 
of the gold happens to be greater or lefs 
by the a flay, fo Uiall the price be greater 
or Jefs, in the proportions hereunder fixed : 


§L 


Fanams K. 


Hun Bahadurrie 

each Hun * 


JumJhciree 

do. 

12 

Feringie Put 

do. 

IO 

Saunvoree 

do. 

Ql 

Dhaurwauzee 

do. 

- 

V O 

Paudjhahy 

do * 

I of 

Soolroy 

do. 

IO* 

Nundee 

do. 

IO| 

Vankutputtee 

do. 

ii| 

Hooke 

do. 

III 

Adhoonee Mahomudjhahee. 

1 do. 

III 

Rauje Gopaulee 

do. 

12 

Kurg 

do. 

12 

Pur lee Caver/ 

do. 

12 

Surraree Cans, each 



weighing i Pagoda 

do. 

15 

Caus + IJlamboky each 



weighing i Pagoda 

do. 

14 

Durkee 

doi. 


* Pagoda, a fmall coin. 

+ ConftantinQple* 
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cl a Nipauk, weighing 
5 Huns each Hun 

Afr ingee do. 

Hunnipulce do. 


FanMs K. 

4 

* 3 i 
11 

do. i s 2 Takas 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


ro| 

lof 

JO 

12 


Weir Roy 
Nageree 
Gunglee 

Mamoor Khance 
Ghoontee 
Gold of 111 * Ayars , 

vieighing i Pagoda do. \ 

Silver , every 4 Jozes 

or Rupees do. x 2 | 

Copper each Dek 1 

Rupees of Cki/lanziny, 

Zereganne, Terkapoo- 

ree, and Sooritee each + Choke 1 5 

97. Whenever (heep belonging to Go¬ 
vernment are kept to graze, you (hall every 
year cattle them to be (horn ; and you are to 
receive charge of their wool from the De - 
rogha of the Inter# Mibil, with a fpecifi- 
cation of its weight, and are to give a re^ 


* Degrees of purity, Tcuches. 
f Every four. 
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ceipt tor it. This wool you arc to deliver 
to Nadaufs *, at fixed wages, to work it 
into the befl felt, and are to fend the felt 
through your Cutchery to the Huzzoor. If 
good felt cannot he made, you are then to 
forward the wool to your Cutchery, and 
take a receipt for it. 


98. Such of the cattle and fheep as have 
got the rot, you lhall deliver to dealers in 
leather, and caufe them to tan and prepare 
the leather, which you a re to take for Go¬ 
vernment, and trailfmit ittoyourCutchervj 
and you lhall let the tanners take the flefli 
of the animals in head of other pay, which 
you are not to allow' them. 


99. Heretofore merchants and traders 
under this Government have been accu- 
itomed to go to the dependancies of Cheeria- 
faiain + to purchafe fait and other articles. 
.All intercourfe with that province is now 
forbid : and you are to notify to the mer- 


* Cotton cleaners means here workmen who make 
felt, woollen-drapers. 

t Madras. 
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chants, that fait abounds in Khojhaulpore, 
Kooriaul, Dbonavir , Merjaun , Angola, and 
other places at the foot of the Ghauts , de¬ 
pendent on Nagore , and in the dependant- 
cies of Calicut ; and diredfc them to go to 
whichever of thefe places is neared to that 
of their relidence, for the purchafe of fait, 
and not to go to the dependancies of Cheer 
napatam . 

If auy merchant, in difobedience of this 
order, fhall privately go into the Checna- 
patam province, for the purchafe of fait, 
&c., you fhall, after enquiry, feize his 
Zindigaunee * with his cattle, and alio the 
lalt, for Government; and moreover fine 
the offender, and threaten him fo as to 
deter him from the like offence in future. 

If merchants belonging to Cheenapatam 
province fhall come into the dependancies 
of this Government, for the purchafe or 
fale of goods, fait, &c., you fhall make 
them prifoners, and-feize their cattle and 


* Should be Zindigee, but copie 1 from the ori¬ 
ginal. 

F 


goods for Government ; and you fha.ll re¬ 
port the matter to the Huzzoor , and attend 
to inch order as lhall be given. 

l oo. You are to keep up the full number 
of exprefs Rircarrahi fixed in the eftablhh- 
ment of your Diftrid, and in concert with 
the Kellcrdar ,zud the Mutjuddec of both de¬ 
partments, you are to pay them leverally 
their fixed wages and allowance for lamp- 
oil. and paper, taking receipts from them. 

The rate at which they are to travel, is 
determined to be one Kuroh Sulfaunee in one 
Gurry and a half. Addrefles and letters from 
the Dewahee, Bukjbee, and the Ahajhaum 
Cutcheries, &c.,and articles for the ufe of 
Government, are to be forwarded by thefe 
exprefles; and letters and goods of other 
perfons are not to be fent by them : if any 
perlba fhail infringe this rule, he (hall be 
punilhcd, and meafures are to be taken to 
prevent it in future. 

ioi. In the villages of your diftrid, there 
are Fakeer’s booths : many of thefe Fakeers 
have a pradiie of adminiftering intoxicating 
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fquors ami herbs to the inhabitants and 
pafiengers, you are to lay ft id injunction, 
upon fuch Fakeers as have already got fixed 
booths, to refrain from this mifchievous 
pradtice ; and whoever fliall not with ftand- 
ing perlevere therein, is to be expelled the 
country; you are aifo not to fuller any more 
Fakeer’s booths to be erected in the villages 
in future. 


J02. Formed) it has been a practice for 
the Aurnil and officers of Government, and 
other people, to purchale and fell aban¬ 
doned girls and orphan children, &c.; and 
abandoned girls have frequently been taken 
into the Deoflan *' Jn future they are not 
to be fold abroad, or to be lodged in the 
Deojfan, but are to be collected together for 
Government; and you are to fend them 
through your Cutchery to the Huzzpor, 
allowing them each at the rate of one full 
Dek of rice, and one Fulooce, until their 
arrivals at the prefence. 


* The Hindoo Temples. 
F 2 
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ioj. During the time of war and tumult, 
llie Aumd and K.ellaaar fhall caufe their 
families to remain at the feat of Govern¬ 
ment, and /hall themlelves be in their forts 
attending to their duties. 

104. In your diftria there are banker’s 
(hops eftablilhed under the control of the 
Milikatugar * : you are to give the Shroffs 
and clerks the allowance which is fixed 
underneath, and you are to advance to each 
of them 1000 Pagodas, to enable them to 
deal in gold, filver, and copper, &c. 

If any other -Soetbeef or IVur,fuck, lhall, in 
future, of himfelf, deal in thele articles ac¬ 
cording to the mode pra&ifed heretofore, 
he is to be confidered as a defaulter to Go¬ 
vernment, and be fined; if they deal with 
the Shroffs appointed as above by Govern¬ 
ment, there is no objection to it. 

* Head of the commercial Department,—Lord, 
of trade. 

t Money dealers, fliop-keepers. 
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Pay of each Shroff'yet 

men tli, - 3 

Each Mutfuddec or clerk - 2 

105. An eftabliffiment of Peons and CV 
*, &c., Rationed at the .fort for the 
fervice of the Ahqffaum f, has been fixed 
by the Hu%%oor ; and it is ordered that the 
Kelladar and Annul, attended by the officers 
of both their departments, ffiall fit toge¬ 
ther once in every two months, and milder 
them: and after difmifling all fuch of them 
as are old and infirm, ffiall draw out a 
mufter-roll of the remainder, and pay them 
their wages fix times in a year into their 
own hands; and they ffiall alfo receive, 
into the fervice, able young men as recruits, 
and pay them their wages in the fame 
manner. It is alfo ordered that mufter- 
rolls and abftra&s of their pay be tranf- 
mitted by you once in every two months, 
under your feal and fignature, to the Huz~ 
zoor and to your Cutchery. If, upon exa- 

* Bildars , pioneers, 
t Royal retinue, body-guartl, 
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mination by the Naikwarrm> it lb all appear 
that old and infirm meji,orluch as are under 
age, are kept in this iervice, the amount 
of their pay, as well as a fine, will be 
exacted from you. 

• io6. Houkundaya land is given to the 
Condachar * Peons in lieu of wages—with 
this land the J 3 alcundeiyci or vafte land is 
intermixed. You are to enquire into this 
matter, and leaving with the P eons the 
cultivated land, you are to difcontinue the 
'Baku why a or wafte land, and in lieu 
thereof arc to give them land which has 
-lain fallow 5 or 6 years, and is become fit 
for cultivation, fo as to make up the full 
quantity to them according to their efta- 
bfiihment; diftnbuting it to them indivi¬ 
dually through the Kelkdar and Mut* 
fuddles 

Whenever one of thele Peons dies, you 
are to enliil one of his brethren or family, 
who {hall be fit for iervice, in his place; and 
deliver over to him the land and its produce; 


«* Garvifons, vide article 113. 
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and if he ft all have died beirlefs, the 
produce of his land, then on the ground, 
fhali go to Government, and you ftall enlift 
fome able-bodied man, and deliver the 
land to him. When the produce of theft 
lands are ripe, the Peijhkaur , Aumil , and 
Munfhoor , with the Mutfuddles of both de¬ 
partments, are to go and take an exaft 
rneafurcment of the produce, and having 
entered it in the accounts, give it up to 
the Peons, 


*8L 


Whoever fhali keep wafte land in his 
pofleffion, is to be reproved and fined, and 
to be made to cultivate it. It is fixed that 
they (the Peons ) (hall be paid fix times in 
a year; you fhali therefore, every two 
months, fettle their accounts, and after 
fetting off half the amount of the pro-? 
duce of the land againft the total of their 
wages, you are to pay them the remainder 
through the Kelladar , in ready money, fb 
that it ftall come into their own hands, 
and you are to take the Kelladar 's receipt 
for it. 


If the Kelladar , Serr/fjtadar , or Naik 
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urs, fhall keep the lands of the 
their own hands and cultivate them, the 
lands are to be taken from them, and they 
lhall be made to pay double the value of 
the produce, together with a fine, to Go¬ 
vernment. 


107. When ever Peons are detached upon 
the affairs of Government, an account is 
to be kept of the time allowed them for 
abfence. If they fhould exceed their time 
by one or two days only, no notice need 
to be taken of it; but if they fhould be 
ft ill longer abfent, their pay for the period 
of fuch abfence is to he ftopped and forfeit¬ 
ed to Government. 


108. You are ordered to keep up the full 
complement of Peons of the Ahajhaum y 
according to the fixed eftablifhment; and 
when men are wanted to complete their 
number, you are to make choice of thofe 
who are of the Byder caff, and of Reyuis 
who belong to the families of the old Peons, 
and alfo of able-bodied Peons who are out 
of the fervice. The Kclladar has received 
in order fimilar’to this ; it muff be ftriffly 
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to, without deviation. You are 
to eniift the men and furnlfh them with 
their pay, and are to take a receipt from 
the Kelladar. In cafe men of the descrip¬ 
tions above mentioned are not to be had, 
you are to prevail upon poor Reyuts, who 
live 5 or 6 in a houfe together, to eniift; 
and are to complete the number of Aha- 
Jhaum men and pioneers, who are wanted 
,toi the fort, from them. If you fail to com¬ 
plete thefe corps by lbrne one of thefe 
ways, you will incur the fevereft dif- 
pleafure. 

109* The Kelladar , Alunjhoor , &c. are not 
to refide in the Government Houfe. If 
there are any defeated houles in the fort, 
let one of 20 Cheflmais for the Kelladar , 
and one of 5 Chejhtnais for the Alunjhoor^ 
be put iu repair at the expence of Govern¬ 
ment, and be given to them. If there are 
no deferred houles within the fort, let two 
buildings, containing the number of Chef}- 
mats above fpecified, be erected for thole 
officers. They have received orders to 
this eftect, and you are to turnifh a fiiffi- 
ciency of materials for building them, for 
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yon are to take a receipt from 
Kelladar. A houfe of 20 Cbejhmais has alio 
been ordered for the Aumil : not a tingle 
additional Chejhmak is to be made at the 
expence of Government. The houfes be¬ 
longing to Government, as well as the 
bodies that have been defer ted, are to be 
kept in repair at the expence of Govern¬ 
ment. if at any time a fhop keeper or 
i Shroff fhall apply for one of the deferred 
houfes, it is to be delivered to him, making 
him pay a certain price for it to Govern¬ 
ment. 

1 ro. If the Kelladar fhould occafion any 
obftruCtion to the civil authority, you are 
to add rels the .Dewan of the Outchery of 
your diftrict, and get an injunction iflued 
to him from the Bukjhee, which you are to 
deliver to him. The officers of both De¬ 
partments are llriftly enjoined to conuviCt 
themfelves lb that no interruption fhall be 
given to the fervice of Government; and 
if thde orders are not attended to, and the 
bulinefs bfGovernmentffiohld fuffer injury, 
both will be called to account for it. 
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in. Supplies of wood and ropes, and 
articles for repairing the fort, are frequently 
wanted. The Kdhular will make his pio¬ 
neers furnffh fcch articles as are to be pro¬ 
cured in the wildernefs, free of cod ; and 
you are dir' died to lupply him with thole 
which mult be obtained by purchafe, ta¬ 
king his receipt for them, which lhall fpe- 
cify the price. 

112. It refts upon you to keep up com¬ 
plete the number of men of the Athoonee 
and Ajkadtvn .», fo that the bufinefs of Go¬ 
vernment may go on without interruption. 
In-cafe the full number ihould not be kept, 
and any delay Ihould a rile in the difpatch 
of the petitions and addreffes to Govern¬ 
ment you will be made to anfwer for it.— 
An account of the arrivals of tbefe people 
js to be kept alfo in the ICclladiir s office. 

113. Houlcundaya land has been given to 
the Peons belonging to the fort: it is there¬ 
fore ordered that, for the purpofe of culti¬ 
vating thefe lands, one half of the Peons 




* Poll-office, meflengers, couriers. 
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leave of abfence once In. every 
eight days, and the other half (hall remain 
on guard, &c. in the fort: an exa£t and 
regular account is to he kept of ail who are 
prelent and abfent, and the pay of thofe 
who are abfent is to be flopped during the 
period ot fuch abfence, for Government.— 
An order fimilar to this has been given to 
the Kelladar , and you are to fee that he 
attends to it; and you are to report the 
number of i 'eons who are upon duty or 
abfent, to your Cutchery and to the Hu%* 
zaor, 

114. If the Peons of the Coondachar 
Peons are detached upon duty, within the 
diftricf, to a diftance not exceeding 40 
Kufohsy there is no occafion to give them 
Malta ; but if this diftance (hall be exceed¬ 
ed by even two Kurohs , you are to allow 
them Malta at the rate of 5 Kunleeroy Fa - 
nams per man, and you are to pay it to them 
purf'uant to order from your Dew an Cut¬ 
chery, and take their receipt for it. 




/hall, have 
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115. Tjhe under-writen rules are to be 


©biefved in laying in provilions and llores 


, The ftores which are required for the 
principal and inferior fortreffes, are mentio ¬ 
ned in the regulations for the Kelladars: 
you are to tranfcribe thole regulations, and 
having obferved what kind of fort there is 
in your difrrid, you are to deliver the full 
quantity of {lores required for it to the Kd- 
ladar and Senfhtadar , taking a receipt for 
the fame. The quantity of lamp-oil for 
the fervice of the fort is included in the 
eftablilhment of the Ahafkaum , according 
to which it is to be daily given out; and 
at the periods when {lores and provilions 
are depolited in the magazines, you are to 
Jay in a proportionable quantity of oil, three 
fourths to cohit ft of oil of Ricinus , and 
one fourth oil of Sefame . 


If there fhould be any foldiers in the fort, 
you are, every 15 days, to give out to them 
a fufficient quantity of oil of Sefame , to 
clean their mufquets with, taking a receipt 
for it. 
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The Kelladar will deliver to you out of 
the old ifores fuch articles as are condem¬ 
ned, which you are to take and exchange 
with the {hop -keepers. The Kelladar will 
alio once in every year deliver to you all 
articles which have been hired, and all 
other articles once in three years to be ex¬ 
changed, and you are to take and exchange 
them. You are to put. into good repair the 
old magazines in which the grain is kept 
in ftore, and if there are no old magazines 
you are to build new ones lufficientto con¬ 
tain it. 


Twelve articles of food for each perfon 
every day, are fixed as follows ; and you 
are to fupply them in the quantities and at 
the periods appointed in the orders relative 
to forts. 
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Lift of the Articles., 
Rice of e very 


kind 

i full Teh. 

Flour 

{ of a full Del. 

Pulfe - - 

| of a Aloft or 


light Dek. 

Ghee 

i Joze, ( or weight 

''Tamarinds * 

of a Rupee) 

2 ditto. 

Chillies 

1 Joze. 

Salt - 

2 ditto. 

Turmeric 

i ditto . 

Onions - - 

i ditto. 

Garlic - ~ 

| ditto. 

Beetlemi 

-| ditto. 

Tobacco 

i ditto. 


The MSS. copy gives 6 Joze of this article* 
printed copy has been adhered to. 
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The following are the rules for eftablilh- 
ing depots of provisions, &c. 


Eight months 
{lock in a prin¬ 
cipal fort. 

Six months 
ft >ck ik- a 
fort of the 
firil rank. 

Four 
months 
dock in a 
fort of the 
fecond 
rank. 

Two 
months 
flock in a 
fort of the 
third rank. 

iOog D:h. 

7 50 Deis 

500 Deks 

<&5QDcks 

450 Uituh . 

i*7 

125 

62^ 

5 fallal 

3l 



50 ditto. 

3 ? 

25 

13 f 

10 do. 

7* 

6 


10 do. 

7 4 

5 


io do. 

1 5 

10 

5 

10 do. 

a 

5 

** 

10 do. 

7| 

5 

*4 

5 do. 

3 ? 


i| 

5 do, 

3 $ 

"i 

x± 

,5 do. 

3 j 

2 -V 

ll 

40 pieces. 

30 pecs 

20 pees 

•lOpeCS 

*$00 

*500 

8qo 

600 

8000 

6000 

4000 

2000 

4000 

3 °®° 

2000 

10001 


Names of the 
Articles 


"Wheat. ... 
Jbk&rte .... 
Silk, raw . . . 
A}wain .... 
Kiddy*jbakedin ? 
Unit juice ., . $ 

Wax. 1 

Bitch, . ; , . , 

Ruktcool . 

Opium. . , , . 
MuriUiurfmg, . 
Sung R<ysa. . . 
Sung Fata * . . 
Gu n ny for bags. 
Targe earthen ? 

pans . . . ( . \ 
Earthen pots 1 
and plates of 
various kinds; 
and when any 
of thefe are 
broke, they 
arc to be re* 
placed. 

MuJfauU offe- l 
riyw ood. j 


* As limes do not keep long, coarfc ftoth is fteepccl in their juice* 
and buffered to dry.—'When the forts are Ihut up, fmal.i pieces of 
this cloth are fervid out * rl place of limes. A little hot water ex¬ 
tracts the acid, 

i It is fuppofed that thefe articles are to be eonfhntlyin depoGt* 
and that the hock of rice, fhould be computed by multiply ng 
the number of.men and days into the quantities ipccified an one 
day 's allowance. 
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u6- If any of the Peons belonging to 
the Fort fhoulcl accompany th zBuh/hee^Fo" 
gedar , or Sepadar , a diftancc not exceeding 
20 Kurohs , to any place within the diftridt, 
in war time, as efcort, there is no occafion 
to give them diet-money; but if this dis¬ 
tance is exceeded, they are, each man, to 
be allowed 5 Fanams. And alfo if they 
fhonld be feat to fight or a3 guards beyond 
the limits of the diftridf, to a difhmce of 20 
Kurohs, they are each to be allowed 7 Fa¬ 
nams % which, you are to pay upon its 
being ordered from your Dewatt Cutchery* 

Out of the unarmed Peons in your dif- 
tridfc, 6 men are ordered for every Dooley 
with 3 Korraries -f and 2 Cottas \ : the 
bottoms of the Dooleys are to be made with 
the Boha rope. In this manner they are 
to be kept in readinefs ; and whenever an 
order comes for them from the Huzzoor , 
they are to be furnifhed immediately. A 

* It does not appear whether this allowance is 
for the trip, or for what period. 

+ Pioneers’ tools. 


I Bill-Hooks 


G 
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finiiiar order has been given to the Kdladar, 
\> and you are to lee that he obeys it. 



118. No refpeft is to be (hewn to per- 
fons who are born of flave-women and of 
proftitutes; and they are not to be aflbeiated 
with. They are moreover not to be taught 
to read and, write. Teachers are to be 


forbid to inftruft them ; if any one (hall 


inftruft them, his tongue is to be cur. out. 
Perfons of the above deferiptiou may marry 
among ft themfelves, but (hall not be per- 
mittechto marry into refpeft able families. 


119. If any perl on, whether before mar" 
riage or after marriage, (hall keep a profti- 
tute or female Have, you (hail, after afeer* 


tatnihg the faft, take the Have for Govern¬ 


ment ; and if any per Ion objefts to it, he 
will be punifhable. 


1 ao. h ferap of paper is not to be trodden 
upon: this injunftion is to be particularly 
attended to ; whenever icraps of paper are 
found they are to be buried in the earth. 


,i2i. Heretofore all perfons have been 
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iftomed after meals to wafh their hands' 



with flour of vetches, &c. and to rub their 
bodies with it when bathing : this is very 
improper, and it is forbid in future ; and in 
place of flour of vetches, it is ordered that 
they (hall ufe flour made of Nagur - 
Mootha *; and all men are enjoined to obey 
this order. 

122. You are t caufe the name of your 
did rift to be ftamped on all iron implements 
and (hot which are made id your dbftrid ; 
and are to feud them through yourCutehery 
to Agran Puttun * 

123. The following names are given to 
the SuUaunee months and years, by which 
they are to be ex prefled in the accounts: 


* Hindoo Cycle. 


1. Ahud Perbhoa 

2. Ahmud Webhoa 


* I he firft column next to the numbers contains 
the Sultaunee names, and the fecond column the 
Shanfcrit names of the Hindoo cycle, of lixty years. 
The orthography of foine of the Shanfcrit names is 
indiilmct in the original. 
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3 * dlb 

4 * J a 

5. Bdb 

6 . Bujd 

7. 

8 . Abaud 

9. # 

10. Aoge 

11. JET^* 

iz» Juhud 

13. Jebaud 

14. Wajeh 

15. 

16. Zuhtid 

17. 

18. JE&y 

19. JVilhed 

20. Budoh 

21. 1'yeb 

22. Tauib 

23. Yea? 

24. CW 

25. Haves 

26. Cubud 

27. A gab 

28. FdW 

29. Tdhcy 


3 

Sookla 
Pennodota 
Perjotepuity 
Angreejha 
Seeri Mookha 
Bhawa 
Aiwa 
Dhatoo 
EJherra 
Bhoodania 
Plrmadee 
Wikerma 
mjhoe 
Chtiterbhanoo 
Socbhanoo 
Taurun 
Partboa 
Wigeab 
Seroojeet 
Serodharree 
Vesrodhee 
Fikertee 
Khurra 
Nundun 
Vijie 
Hia 

Mamnutta 


30. Km 

31. Kia 

32. Kubood 

33. Abu! 

34. D<?/ 

35 . DM 

36. jfa&f/ 

37. 7 .ukee 

38. 

39. feko 

40. Deb 

41. Maw 

42. Kubuc 

43. Jum 

44. Jdm 

45. Adam 

46. i§ 

47. Wallee 

48. CoW// 

49. Coakib 

50. Jew 

51. Dodm 

52. Humd 

53. Hdmid 

54. 

35. Adeem 
56. Homdy 


3 

Doortnooky 

Huimunnee 

Wulmunnee. 

Wikarree 

Surwuddee 

Palwaw 

Soabukirt 

Peerbaherit 

Kurodhee 

Wijfwafoo 

Purabhoa 

Palonga 

Keehuchi 

Some a 

Sadharee 

Wirodeektirm 

Peridhaorec 

Permabueka 

Ananda 

Rakujha 

Nal/a 

Plngalla 

Kalooby 

Sidbartee 

R 00 dree 

Dunnuitee 

Doondhee 
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Rootlercarret 
Rukta 
Kuradhunm 
Rukyenna 

Names* of the Sultaunee Months. 

1. Ahumudee 

2 . Behmr.se 

3 • J a ff eree 

4. Darayee 

5. Hajhmee 

6. IVauJfye \ 
y. Zubberjuddy . 

8. Hyderree 
(). Pooulee 

10 . Tujuffee 

11 . Izzuddee 

12. Beazee 

* The firfl column, next to the numbers, con¬ 
tains the Sultaunee names, and the fecond column 
the Hindoo names. 


Chyter 

Byjack 

Jeyie 

Afaur 

Surawun 

Bbader Pud 

Afnoge 

Cariic 

Mageefir 

Poofs 

Maug 

Pbagoon 
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57 . Mujeed 
58 ., Kabul 

59 . Jehdn 

60 . Majcez 


SULTAUNEE RULE*. 

Make your computation by the firfl let¬ 
ter in the name of the month, and you 
will know without difficulty what month, 
it is in the order of their fuceeffiou ; like - 
wife by the jfmimul t calculation. The 
letter compol mg the names of any year, 
will give you the number of the year in 
the Cycle \ of 60. 

* Or Key, by which the year and months may 
he known from the Suit ounce names here given to 
them. 

f The Jurnmul is a calculation by the arithme¬ 
tical, called Abjad, the letters of which have dif¬ 
ferent powers, from t to 1000. See Klcbardfon’s 
Pedum Dictionary, 

* For the application of the above rule obferve 
the firlt letter of the month Abmudce is AHf> which, 
in the Atyudy ftands for i } and the letter compofing 
the Sultci’met name of the year Delo is Dcml, which 
ftands for 4, Laurti 30, aiul Woo 6, making toge¬ 
ther a total of 40; fo that <c the ill of Ahmudce of 
u the year Delo, Purabhoaf' -which is the date fub- 
joined to thefe Regulations, means the ift day of 
the ift month of the 40th year of tire Cycle t It 
mull, however, be alfo obferved, that the firft and 
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124. It is ordered that art Irfaultiarm of 
the whole revenue of the diftrift fhall be 
forwarded at the fame time with the an¬ 
nual fupplies. This Irfaulnama is to ftate 
the total of the Jumtna of the didrift, the 
amount transmitted, and the balance; as 
alio a full account of the remittances which 
have been lent through the Dewan of your 
Cutcherv, in goods, cloths, coral , car da- 
mums, and other articles which have been 
purchafed. It is moreover to contain a de¬ 
tailed account of the Jumma, and the re¬ 
ceipts and balances, didinguifhing the ba¬ 
lances of the prefent year, and thofe of 
former years, which are to be carried for¬ 
ward to the account of the enfuing year. 

125. You are to examine the jewels, 
clothes, copper and brals u ten Ills, &c. 

fecond years are not to be found by the Jummul 
calculation. Ahud is a word Signifying unity, and 
therefore ufed to exprefs the Creator; and Ahmud 
is one of the appellations of the Mahomedan Pro¬ 
phet. This rule applies throughout, with the ex¬ 
ception of the name of the firft and fecond year of 
the Cycle. See Jfiatic Refdirchesy Volume the 2d, 
page 233. 
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which belong to all the Hindoo pagodas 
throughout your diftrid, and have an ac¬ 
count of them taken by the Serijhtadars and 
Shamboges , with the defcription and weight 
of each article; and you are to deliver 
them over to the charge of the Shamboges., 
with directions to allow the ufe of them at 
the times when they are wanted in celebra¬ 
ting worth ip, and afterwards to put them 
away with care. In cafe the Shamboges fhould 
at any time be changed, the Shamboge who 
is removed (hall deliver over charge of 
thefe articles to his fucceffor, and if any 
deficiency (hould appear, you and the 
Shamboges of the Pagodas will be made to 
anfwer for it. 


1 26. Wages fufficient for your mainte¬ 
nance are allowed to you and your officers. 
It is therefore expeded that you will not 
be guilty of mifreprefentation, in any 
matter, whether trifling or great. 


Falfehood is an offence of the liigheft 
nature, againft both morality and religion. 
According to the books Sherra Wekaya and 
*tareech Velayet KhorauJ'aun , &c. offences 
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fgain/l the Sovereign are of four defcrip- 
tions; and the punifhment ordained for 
each of them is mentioned in thofe books. 
God has alfo pronounced his curfe againft 
lyars; fo heinous a vice is falfehood, that 
all the other vices on the earth are produced 
by it; and God has declared the lyar to be 
a companion, for Satan. From him who, 
in obedience to God and his Prophet, 
fhuns this vice, offence again ft his Sove¬ 
reign is not to be expected. 


<SL 


The following are the four defeription* 
of offences alluded to : 


iff. He who rifes in arms againft his 
Sovereign, or unites with his enemies; or 
he who. by a writing under his hand, in¬ 
stigates another to do Jo ; and he who with 
his hand is guilty of theft. The punifh¬ 
ment denounced againft fucb criminals is, 
that they fhall be tortured, and be deprived 
of exiftence. 


2nd. He who utters difrefpe&ful words 
againft his Sovereign ; he who, by word of 
mouth, iuftigates another to offend againft 
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his fcvcreign; he who fpeaks in favour of 
a bad man ; he who difclofes his fovereien 
fecrets; and all 
with their tongues, 
fuch offenders is to be 


3d. He who by a look incites another to 
offend againft his Sovereign; he who ha¬ 
ving feen another offend again fl his Sove¬ 
reign, keeps filentj he who having wit- 
nefled a theft, does not make it known ; 
and all who are guilty of offences with 
their eyes. Such offenders are to be re¬ 
proved, and treated with feverity; and if 
they benefit by the reproof, well and good; 
othenvife they, as well as thole who know' - 
of evil actions, and do not endeavour to 
prevent them, are to be turned out of th@ 
country. 


4 th. He who hearing of an offence againff 
his Sovereign, or of an intended theft, 
keeps lilent, and does not endeavour to 
prevent the offence, is evidently confent- 
ing to the offence, and therefore deferves 
punifhment. If he is a man of rank, he 
is to be punifhed in his property; if of a 
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low degree, in bis perfon. Pumlhments 
may be remitted by the fovereign. 

If any crime of the above four defcrip- 
tions fhall be proved upon you, you will 
receive the punishment above denounced 
again ft it*. 

You are to perufe and ftudy thefe or¬ 
ders, morning and evening, and ad ac¬ 
cording to them. In cafe of your failing 
to do lb, you will be brought to fevere 
punilhment. They are comprifed in 21 
leaves, and contain 125 -f articles. 

Dated r ft of Ahmudy, the year J Delo 
Purabhoa, and of the Higeera 1200- Writ¬ 
ten by Abbafs Ally, and dictated by Lala 
Govind Roy, belonging to the Dewart Cut- 
chery of the Huzzoor. Lines 528. 

* The 95th irticle ought properly to have been 
inferted as a paragraph in this place, 

+ There are in all 127 articles. The 95th arti¬ 
cle appears to have been inferted after the reft of 
the book had been written, and the 127th is addi- ' 
tional to the original code. 

I Fortieth year of the CycU in article 123, 
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:2’7* Imperial mandate under date the 
of the month of Sumree f of the King’s 
year, and year of Mahorned, 12x5. 


Be it known to Syde. Buddecuzzumaum , 
Dewax of the 8th Cutchery at Sunka 
Gurry . 


The Reyuts, &c. of your diftrifts, when 
convicted of offences, are, at prefent, 
fined by Government. It is ordered that 
in future thefe fines fhall be commuted; 
and that the offender, in place of every 
pagoda of the fine adjudged againfl: him, 
lhall plant 2 Mango trees, and 2 trees of 
the large Jaurtmn J in front of his village, 
and to water and tend them till they are of 
the height of 3 Derr as. This order is to 
be inferted in the regulations for the dif- 

O t 

tri&s. 


* Not numbered in the original. 

+ Sumree not being one of the names of monthy 
in art. 123, is fuppofed to have been an error of the 
copyilV or to be a word of one of the dialedts of 
that country. 

X Almond Trees. 
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The above order is accordingly 
the regulations for the diftritt, this 11 th 
of the month Zabad Jaffeeree of the King’s 
year, and year of Mahomed, 1215, cor- 
responding with the Puhvung'*, Seeuhir 
Mdeek Sir awn Mans. 

Ilfg/ 

* Words not intelligible, excepting Surawun 
Mm* f, or Hindoo month of Sawun. 
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/hi Abridgment of the Adi for fettling the 
Government and Trade of India, and for 
the Appropriation of the Territorial Re¬ 
venues and Profits of trade between the 
Public and the Eafi-India Company. 

1 793 * 


THE CONTROL AT HOME, 

The Aft provides for the continuation 
of the Board of Control for the affairs of 
India in all its parts, except, that inftead 
of the Secretary of State being the Prcfi- 
dent, the perfon firft named in the King’s 
Commiffion is to be the Prefident; and, 
inftead of the Commiffion being limited 
to fix Privy Counfellors, the number is 
indefinite, refling on the King’s pleafure ; 
of which, however, the two principal Se¬ 
cretaries of State and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer are to be three: and His 
jMajefly may, if he pleafes, add to the lift 

H 








M WST^y 



§ i: ps ] 

two Commiffioners, who are not of 
Privy Council. 



By the former A< 5 t. no fabrics were 
given to the Commiilioners for India; and 
thofe of their Secretary and other Officers 
were to be paid out of the Civil Lift, By 
the new ait, the King may give ^.5,000 
a year amongft fuch of the Commiffiouers 
as he pleafes; which., together with the 
falaries of the Secretary anti Officers, and 
other expences of.the Board, are to be 
paid by the India Company, and not by 
the Civil Lift, The whole is not to exceed 
16,000 a year, the Commiivioners’Sala¬ 
ries included. 


Oaths are prescribed for the Commif- 
fioners and their Officers. The office of a 
Commiffioner or Chief Secretary is not 
to be deemed a new office, to dibble their 
fitting in Parliament. Flic appointment 
of a Commiffioner not having a falarv, or 
of a Chief Secretary (if a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons) is not to vacate Ills 
feat; but the appointment of a Commif¬ 
fioner with a falary will vacate his feat. 
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hree Commiffioncrs mu ft be prefent. to 
form a Board. 

The powers of the Board are, in fub- 
ftance, the fame as under former Ads of 
Parliament. They are to fuperintend, di- 
red, and control all ads, operations, and 
concerns which relate to the Civil or Mi¬ 
litary Government and Revenues of India, 
fubjed to the reftridions hereafter men¬ 
tioned. They and their Officers are to 
have accefs to the papers and records of 
the Company, and to be furnUhed with 
copies or extrads of fuch of them as (hall 
be required. They are alfo to be fumiffed 
with copies of all proceedings of General 
Courts and Courts of Directors, within 
eight days; and with copies of all dif- 
patches from abroad, which relate to mat¬ 
ters cf Government or Revenue, immedi¬ 
ately after their arrival. No orders on 
thofe fubjeds are to be fent by the Com¬ 
pany to India until approved by the Board, 
and when the Comtniffioners vary or ex¬ 
punge any diipatches propofed by the Di¬ 
redors, they are to give their reafons; 
and ail difpatches are to be returned to the 
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Court of Diredors iu fourteen days. Thd 
Dire dors may Slate their obje&ioas to any 
alterations, and the Commissioners are to 
reconsider them, and if they interfere with 
what the Directors may deem matters of 
Commerce, the Directors may apply to 
the King in Council to determine betwixt 
them. But the Board are reftrided from 
the appointment of any of the Company’s 
Servants. If the Directors, on being called 
upon to propofe difpatchef, on any Subject 
relating to Government or Revenue, Shall 
fail to do fo within fourteen days, the 
Board may originate their own dispatches 
on that fubjed. 

The Board are not to authorize any in¬ 
crease of falaries, or any allowance or 
gratuity to be granted to perfons employed 
in the Company’s fervice, except the fame 
Shall be firll propofed by the Company, 
and their intention and reafons for fuch grant 

O 

are to be certified to both Houles of Par¬ 
liament thirty days before the Salary can 
commence. 


The Diredors are to appoint three of 
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their members to be a Committee of Se¬ 
crecy, through wiioSft difpatches relating 
to Government, war, peace, or treaties, 
may be ferit to, and received from India. 
The Secret Committee, and the perfotis 
they employ to tranfcribe lecret difpatches, 
are to be fworn to lecrecy. 


Orders of Directors concerning the Go¬ 
vernment or revenues of India, once ap¬ 
proved by the Board, are not fubjeft to 
revocation by the General Court of Pro¬ 
prietors. 


THE GOVERNMENTS ABROAD. 

The prefent forms of Government over 
the Presidencies of Bengal, Fort St. George, 
and Madras, are continued in all their 
eflential parts. For Bengal, by a Governor 
General and three Members of Council. 
For each of the others, a Governor and 
three Members. Thefe latter, in refpeft 
to treaties with the native powers of India, 
levying war, making peace, collecting and 
applying revenues, levying and employing 
forces, or other matters of civil or military 
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Government, arc to be under the control 
of the Government General of Bengal; and 
are, in all cafes whatever, to obey their 
orders, unlefs the Dire&ors frail have fent 
to thofe fetdements any orders repugnant 
thereto, not known to the Government 
General; of which, in that cafe, they are 
to give the Government General immedi¬ 
ate advice. 


<§L 


The Court of Directors are to appoint 
to dicfe feveral Governments; namely, 
the Governor General, the two other Go¬ 
vernors, and the Members of all the Coun¬ 
cils ; and likewife the Commander in Chief 
of all the forces, and the three provincial 
Commanders in Chief. None of the Com¬ 
manders in Chief arc, ex officio, to be of 
the Council; but they are not difqualified 
from being lb if the Directors frail think 
fit to appoint them, and, when they are 
Members of the Council, they are to have 
precedence of the other Counsellors. The 
civil Members of Council are to be ap¬ 
pointed from the Lift of Civil Servants, 
who have refided twelve years in the fer- 
vice in India. 
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Yhe Directors may appoint to any 
thole offices provilioually, but without la- 
Jar}', till the perfons appointed lhall ac¬ 
tually fucceed in pofleliion. Any vacancy 
of Governor General, or Governor, when 
no provifional fucceflbr is on the fpot, is 
to be filled by the Senior of the civil Coun- 
fellors, till a fuccefibr lhall arrive, and 
the vacant feat in Council, thereby occa- 
fioned, lhall be temporiiy lupplied from 
nmongft the Senior Merchants at the no¬ 
mination of the aSing Governor General, 
or Governor, if only one Counfellor lhall 
then remain. The Governor General and 
Governors may fupply vacancies in Coun¬ 
cil frohn the Lift of Senior Merchants, 
until fucccflbrs, duly appointed, fhall ar¬ 
rive to take their feats. In all tliell cafes, 
the falaries t and allowances are to follow 
the afting Members while in office. If 
the Dire&ors fail to appoint to vacancies 
in two calendar months after notification 
thereof, the King may fupply them, and 
the Directors lhall not remove any perfon 
l'o appointed. In all other cafes the Di¬ 
rectors have the power of recalling or dif- 
miffing any fervants ; and the like general 
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-- ▼.*<»«*« the Crown, Appoint- 
merits made before the Ad' are not to be 
difturbed. 


The Commander in Chief of all the 
forces, when at either of T ie fubordinate 
fetdements, is to have a feat at the Coun¬ 
cil Board, but is to have no falary in ref- 
ped thereof; and if the Provincial Com¬ 
mander is a Member of that Council, he 
may continue to deliberate, but his voice 
. ihail 'be fufpended as long as the other 
ihail remain. 


Provifion is made for Applying the place 
of any Member of Council, difabled from 
attending by any cafual ilhiefs or infirmity. 


The departure of any Governor or Mem¬ 
ber of Government, or Commander in 
Chief from India, with intent to come to 
Europe, or any written refignation deli¬ 
vered in by them fhall be deemed an avoi¬ 
dance of office, and the coming into any 
part of Europe ihail be a lufficient indica¬ 
tion of that intent No Hilary flu 11 be paid 
or payable to any Officer, or his Agent, 
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during abfence, unlefs employed on aduai 
iervice; and if any officer, unlefs abi'eut 
on fervice, never returns, the falary is to 
be deemed to have ceafed from the clay of 
his quitting the fettlement. 


The Ait preferibes the order and me¬ 
thod of conducting bufinels at the feveral 
Council Boards. Matters propounded by 
the PreJide t {hall be firffc proceeded upon. 
He may adjourn the difeuffion of queftions 
put by the Members of Council, but not 
more than twice, nor beyond forty-eight 
hours each time. All orders are to be ex- 
prefled to be made by the Governor Ge¬ 
neral in Council, or Governor in Council. 
Powers are given to the Governor General 
or Governors, to ait contrary to the opi- 
. uions of the other Members of Council, 
taking upon themfelves the foie refponfibi- 
lity. On Inch extraordinary occafions, the 
Governor General, or Governor, and 
Counfellors, are to communicate to each 
other their opinions and reafons by mi¬ 
nutes, in writing, and to meet a lecond 
time ; and if both retain their frft opi¬ 
nion, the minutes arc to be entered on the 
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consultations, and the orders of the Go-!, 
■vernor Genera), or Go\ernor, are to be 
valid, and put in execution. 

If the Governor General /hall visit any 
Subordinate presidency, he Shall appoint a 
Vice Prefident to act in Bengal during 
his ab fence, who, with the Council, may 
a£t for that Pre/idency alone. The Go¬ 
vernor General’s authority, and that of his 
Council, over Such Subordinate Settlement, 
/hall be transferred to the Council Board 
of the Presidency where he Shall be pre- 
fen't, except in judicial 'cafes. And whilfl: 
lie is in a Subordinate Presidency, the Go¬ 
vernor thereof lhall have only a voice in 
Council. His other authorities, except in 
regard to judicial matters, Shall be fuf- 
pended. If the Governor General Shall be 
in the field without a Council, all the 
Governments and officers Shall obey his 
orders, and he alone Shall be refponfible. 

Tbefe extraordinary powers Shall not 
extend to the impofuig any tax, nor to 
any a£t which might not be done by the 
whole Council, nor to any judicial cafe. 



«or to the fufpenfion of auv {landing order 
of Government, nor fhall thofe powers be 
exercifcd by perfons cafually fucceeding to 
the temporary Government; and the Di¬ 
rectory with the approbation of the India 
Board, may fufpend thefts extraordinary 
powers, and again revive them ; and all 
the Governments are laid under reftri&ions 
to prevent war or extenfion of dominion in 
India, unlefs hoftilities againfb the Com¬ 
pany, or their allies, lhall render war un¬ 
avoidable ; and the Members of the fubor- 
dinate Governments, acting contrary to 
this «A£l, or to the directions of the Go¬ 
vernment General, may be fufpended or 
difmifl'ed by that Government, and far¬ 
ther punilhed. The iubordinate Prefiden- 
ctes are alfo required to communicate all 
matters of importance to the Superior Go¬ 
vernment, with all difpatch. 

The Governor General, and the other 
Governors, are veiled with powc s of ap¬ 
prehending perfotis lufpe&ed of illicit cor- 
.refpondence. Witnefles are to bo exa¬ 
mined and cfofs examined, and their evi¬ 
dence recorded; and the parties may be 


C 108 ] 

in India or fent home : in the 
latter cafe, the depositions of the witnelfes 
are alfo to be fent home, and are to be re¬ 
ceived in evidence, fubjeft to impeach¬ 
ment in refpect to the competency of the 
witnefies. 

To the rifting Prefident of the feveral 
Council Boards, is given a cawing vote in 
all cafes of equality of voices. 

PATRONAGE AND RULE Of PROMOTION. 

The Direftors arc to appoint fo many 
Cadets and Writers only, as to fupply va¬ 
cancies according to returns from abroad. 
Their ages Ihall not be under fifteen, not 
exceed twenty-two, unlefs any Cadet lhall 
have been one year in the King’s fervice, 
and then his age is not to exceed twenty- 
five years. All fhall have promotion by 
feuiority of fervice only. Three years 
fervice qualifies a civil fervant ror a place 
of £. 500 a year; fix years for one of 
£. 1500 ; nine years £. 3000 ; twelve 
years £. 4000 a year or upwards. None 
to take two offices, where the joint emo- 
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lr.men.ts fhaLl exceed this rule. All Col¬ 
lectors of the Revenue ar* to take the 



oath preferibed in the ACt again (1 the ac¬ 
ceptance of prelents, and for faithfully 
rendering to the Company all they Ihali 
receive. 


The acceptance of any prefent, by any 
fervant of the Crown, or of the Company 
in India, is made punilhable as for extor¬ 
tion (with a faving of fees to profefiional 
men) and the Court, before whom fuch 
offence is tried, on any conviction, may 
return the prefent to the party who gave 
it, or dilpofe of any fine in favour of the 
profecutor. 

Difobedience of orders of the Directors 
by fervants abroad, is made punilhable as 
for a mifdemeanor, and fo is any breach 
of trull or duty, or making or being party 
to any corrupt bargain concerning any 
office or employment, whether by a King’s 
or a Company’s fervant; and all the Kiug’s 
fubjeCts in India are made amenable to all 
Courts of competent juiifdiCtion abroad, 
and at home for all crimes committed by 
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ia India. The Company may com-* 
ind civil actions, now depending, or 
hereafter to be brought at any time before 
judgment, but in criminal cafes they are 
abfolutely rdfh ickd from compounding or 
remitting any judgment or fentence what¬ 
ever. 


Servants of the Company, after five 
years abfence, cannot return with their 
rank, nor ferve again, unlefs detained by 
ficknefs; or unlefs it be by leave of the 
Company on a ballot of three parts in four 
of the General Court. In cafe of fickneis, 
the Directors are the judges in the Civil 
Service, and in the Military, the Directors 
and the Board of Control jointly arc the 
judges. 


THE TRADE. 

The Company’s term is extended for 
twenty years, from the i ft of March, 
1794.; fubjeft to be determined at or after 
that period, on three year’s previous no¬ 
tice by Parliament, fignified by the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons; iubjedt. 


however, as to the trade to and from India, 
to the following limitations in favour of 
fuch private merchants as may choorc to 
trade thither. In other refpe&s, and to 
and from China , and other places beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, the former re- 
ftri&ions ngainft private traders are con¬ 
tinued fo force ; and if the exclnfive trade 
thus limited, (hall be hereafter difeonti- 
nued, the Company are dill tc retain their 
corporate capacity, with power to trade 
with a joint dock in common with other 
people. If, however, any new fettfoment 
(hall be obtained from the Chinefe Go¬ 
vernment, feparate from the Continent of 
Ada, an export trade thither is referved to 
private Merchants, under certain condi¬ 
tions and regulations; and there is aifo a 
claufe to preferve the Southern W halers 
jn the benefit of their c; rrying trade into 
the Pacific Ocean, by tire way of Cape 
Horn, to the northward of the Equator, 
limited to 180 degrees wed longitude from 
London; and drips from Nootka Sound 
are to be licenfed to trade from thence 
with Japan and China, hut are not to 
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LIMITATIONS ON THE EXCLUSIVE TRACE 
TO AND FROM INDIA. 

All perfons may export and import 
goods to and from India in the Company’s 
fhips, except that they {hall not export 
military fores, ammunition, malls, fpars, 
cordage, anchors, pitch, tar, or copper; 
nor import India callicoes, dimities, muf- 
iins, or other piece goods, made or ma¬ 
nufactured with filk or cotton, or with 
{ilk or cotton mixed, or with other mixed 
materials, unlefs it be done by leave of the 
Company. If the market {hall not be 
fufficiently fupplied with the excepted ar¬ 
ticles of import or export, with an excep¬ 
tion of military fores and copper, the 
Board of Control may open that trade alfo 
to individuals. If the Company flhould 
not export 1500 tons of copper annually, 
private traders may export copper, in the 
Company’s fliips, to the amount of the 
deficiency. 
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The Company are to furnifli private 
traders, till 1796, with 3000 tons of dip¬ 
ping yearly, computed on the fame prin¬ 
ciple as the Company’s own tonnage is 
computed. The quantity may be increafed 
by order of the Board of Control, to meet 
the demands of the private traders; and 
if the Board order more than the Company 
approve, they may appeal from the order 
to the Ki ng in Council. And the Com¬ 
pany are reftri&ed from charging any 
higher freight than £.5 per ton outwards, 
and T15 per ton inwards, except in time 
of war, or in circumftances incidental to 
war, or preparations for war, when they 
may charge an increafed rate of freight, 
in a due proportion to the rates at which 
they fhall take up their own fhipping, but 
the propofed increafe can only be made 
by the confentof the India Board, to whom 
the Directors are alfo required, in 1794, 
and in every third year afterwards, to lay 
a ftatement of the affairs of flipping, and 
to abide by their order, touching any con¬ 
tinuance, increafe, or abatement of the 
rate of freight on private trade. 

* 
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Private traders are required to notify 
to the Company’s Secretary", at home, and 
to the proper officers in India, at a time 
limited, the' quantity of tonnage wanted 
by them for the enfiling feafon, with the 
place of defoliation, and the time when 
the goods will be ready for Ih ip ping. At 
home, this notice is to be given before 
the 31ft Auguft for the fhips of the enfu- 
ing feafon, and before the 15th September 
they are to depofit the fum for the tonnage, 
or give fecurity to the Directors for pay¬ 
ment of it. Before the 30th of October, 
they are to deliver a lift of the forts and 
quantities of the goods intended to be lent. 
In failure of having them ready, by the 
day fpecitied in the notice, they are to for¬ 
feit their depofit or the fecurity, and alfo 
their tonnage for that turn. Similar rules 
arc preferibed for (hipping, &c. goods in 
India ; but it is left to the Governments 
there to fix the times, and to name the 
officers, to whom notices are to be given. 
The Company is to have the benefit of all 
forfeited and vacant tonnage, and if more 
is demanded for private trade than the 
quantity limited, every perlon is to have 
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due proportion ; and notice is to be 
given him thereof, feven days before the 
day for making the depofits. All Private 
Trade is to be regiftered in the Company’s 
books, and, in default of being regiftered, 
it is to be confidered as illicit trade, and 
punifhable accordingly. 



The reftrt&ions of the law again ft the 
Company’s Servants, or others, from ac¬ 
ting as factors for foreigners, or lending 
money to foreign Companies, or on bot¬ 
tomry of their ftiips, or affifting them with 
remittances by bills, are repealed. And 
all legal impediments to the recovery of 
debts, under any pretence that they were 
incurred illicitly, and again ft the letter ot 
thefe abrogated laws, are removed; and 
all perfons in India, not fpecially prohi¬ 
bited by the Company, or rcftriCted by 
their covenants, are authorized to aft as 
mercantile agents for any who may choofc 
to employ them; and if there (hall be a 
want of Factors (properly qualified and au¬ 
thorized) the Company are to licenfe free 
merchants, with the approbation of the 
India Board, fo that there may be always 
I 2 
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a proper fupply of agents for conducing 
the Private Trade abroad. But the be¬ 
coming fadors is not to exempt any per- 
fons from being amenable to the general 
authorities of the Governments in India; 
and all Agents are reftricted from going 
beyond ten miles from fome principal l’et- 
tlement without fpecial leave. 


<SL 


As a farther relief to Private traders, 
the duty of 5 per cent, granted by an Ad 
of KLing William, on Goods imported in 
Private Trade, is, in refped to the India 
Trade, repealed and the Company’s uiual 
charge of ^ per tent, difcontinued, and 
in lieu of thete, and in fatisfadion of the 
expences of unfhippiug, hoyage, cartage, 
warehoufe room, forting, lotting, and 
felling private goods, the Company is to 
have £.3 per cent, on the grofs amount 
of the fales of Private Trade, the culloms 
thereon included. The repeal, or the al¬ 
lowance thus fubftituted, is however not 
to extend to fpecial engagements made be¬ 
tween the Company and any of their Offi¬ 
cers, touching their privileges. 
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'or the cafe of manufacturers, who on/ 
import any articles of raw materials. Rules 
or By-Laws are to be framed and efta- 
blilhed for bringing them to as early a fale 
as pollible, and for preventing any undue 
preference in the lales of the lame com¬ 
modity amongft any of the importers, 
whether the goods belong to the Company 
or to individuals, the lales are to be open 
and public, by inch of candle; and the 
whole confignment bought in by the pri¬ 
vate importer, is to be delivered out to 
him, on payment only of the dudes and 
other dues thereon. All other goods im¬ 
ported in private trade are to be Ibid, and 
treated as heretofore, according to the 
By-Laws of the Company; and all goods 
in private trade are to pay to Government 
the fame cultoms as goods imported by 
the Company on their own account. 


And inafmuch as the allowance of 3 per 
cent., and the rates of freight, will be in- 
lufficient to indemnify the Company their 
aClual charges upon private trade, the Lc- 
gillature hath thought it jult to exempt 
the Company from aCtions for Ioffes or 
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which a common 
tary cafes, be liable by law 
to make good to the owner. But the Aft 
provides that the Company’s Officers, and 
all perfons through whofe means or neg¬ 
ligence any lofs (hall happen, fhall be li¬ 
able to make it good to the owner, and 
it. gives a farther remedy to the owner, 
in certain cafes, to recover fatisfaftion, by 
enabling him to profecute under the writ¬ 
ten engagements or fecuriries taken by the 
Company for the fafe keeping of their own 
merchandize. All the laws prohibiting the 
import of goods from any other place than 
that of their growth, and for continuing 
all prohibitory laws in refpeft to the con- 
fumption or wearing of foreign manufac¬ 
tures are continued. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Firfl; in India. The territorial revenues 
are to be applied, in the firft place, in de¬ 
fraying all charges of a military nature. 
Secondly; in payment of the intereft of 
the debts there already, or hereafter to 
be incurred. Thirdly; in payment of 



bezzlements, 
might, in or,din 
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civil and commercial eftablilbments. 
Fourthly ; in payments of not lefs than 
one million per annum, for the Company’s 
inveftments of goods to Europe, and re¬ 
mittances and inveftments to China; and 
the furplus, if any {hall remain, is to be 
applied in the dilcharge of debts, or fuch 
other purpoles as {hall be directed from 
home. The fum allowed for inveftments 
may, from time to time, be increaftxl to 
the extent of the diminution made in the 
annual amount of the intereft of debts 
which fit all be paid in India or transferred 
home; for which transfer, provifion is 
made to an extent of jf. 500,000 a year, 
by bills of exchange to be drawn upon the 
Company, and if the creditors {hall not 
fublcribe to that amount, other perfons 
may fubferibe, and the money advanced 
by them foi bills is to be applied in dil¬ 
charge of fuch debts; and this rule is to 
be continued till the India debt {hall be 
reduced to two millions. The Company 
may increafe thefe transfers home, but the 
Governments abroad are reft rifted from 
exceeding the above amount without their 
orders. 
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Secondly, at home. The net produce 
of the Company’s funds at home, after 
payment of current charges, are thus ap¬ 
propriated : Firft, in payment of a ten per 
cent, annual dividend, on the prefent or 
any increafed amount of the capital ftock 
of the Company. Secondly, of £.500,000 
per annum to be fet apart on the tirft of 
March and the firlh of September, half 
yearly; and applied in the difeharge of the 
before-mentioned bills of exchange, for 
the aforel'aid reduction of the India debt. 
Thirdly, of a like annual lum of £.500,000 
to the Exchequer, to be applied by Parlia¬ 
ment for the ule of the Public, and to be 
paid on the firft of January and firffc of 
July, half yearly, by equal inftalments. 
And, laftly, the furpius may be applied in 
the more lpeedy reduction of the India 
debt, till reduced to two millions ; or in 
discharging debts at home, fo as not to di- 
minilh the bond debt below £.1,500,000. 
Subject to thefe appropriations, and after 
the debt in India is reduced to two millions, 
and the bond debt at home to £. 1,500,000; 
one Jtxth part of the ultimate furpius is to 
be applied to an increafe of dividend on the 
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Capital flock, and the remaining Jive Jtxths 
is to be made a Guarantee Fund, or col¬ 
lateral fecurity for the Company’s capital 
flock, and their dividend of ten per cent, 
until fuch fund, by the monies paid by 
the Company, and the intereft thereof, 
fhall have amounted to twelve millions; 
and after that time, the faid Jive fixths of 
the furplus is to belong to the Public in 
full right. Theft; jive Jixths are to be paid 
into the Bank, and laid out in the purehafe 
of redeemable annuities, in the names of 


the Commiflioners for the reduction of the 
National debt, who are alfo to receive the 
dividends, and lay them out in like man¬ 
ner, until twelve millions have been in¬ 
verted. That being accomplifhed, the an¬ 
nual dividends of the flock purchafed 
therewith, are, in the fir ft place, to make 
good any defalcation in the Company’s 
revenues, to pay the ten per cent, dividend, 
and fubjecl thereto, thofe dividends are to 
belong to the Public. If on the Com¬ 
pany’s exclufive trade being determined, 
their own aff-ts fhall prove infufficient to 
make good their debts, and alfo their capi¬ 
tal flock rated at 200 per cent., the excefs 
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oi fiich Guarantee Fund is to make good 
the deficiency, as far as it will extend, and 
in the event of the Company dilcontmuing 
their trade altogether, the exccfs is to be 
long to the Public. But if the Company 
flwll continue to trade with a joint Hock, 
then the overplus, and the annual divi¬ 
dends thereof, are to remain as a like 
guarantee for a dividend of ten per cent, 
and the capital rated at .£.200 per cent, as 
long as the Company fliall trade with a 
joint Hock ; but fubjeft to the making- 
good any luch deficiencies the faid fund is 
to be deemed the property of the Public. 


if the bond debt at home, or the debts 
abroad, after being reduced to the funis 
before limited, (hall be again in created, the 
former appropriation is to be revived, un¬ 
til thole debts fliall be again diminished 
to their refpe&ive Hand aids before limited. 


Any deficiency in the Funds to make 
good the £.500,000 to the Exchequer in 
any year, is to he made good in the ex¬ 
cels of fubfequent years, unlefs it hap¬ 
pens in time of war, or by circumflances 
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cidental to war, in which cafe the defi¬ 


ciencies are not to be carried forward as 
a debt on the annual funds of the Com¬ 
pany, nor be brought forward as a debt to 
be paid by the Company, unlefs only in 
the event of their aflets, on the conelufion 
of the cxclufive trade affording more than 
fufRcient to make good the capital, flock, 
rated at £.?oo per cent, but any excels 
of fuch aflets beyond that amount, is liable 
to make good the deficiency of any fuch 
payments to the Public ; no intereft is to 
be computed in the mean time on fuch 
deficiency. 


The fecurities given by the Cafhiers of 
the Bank, are to extend to the monies they 
may receive under this A£t, and the Trea- 
fury is to direct the allowances for manage¬ 
ment ; and if the India Company make 
default in any payments dire&ed by the 
A<ft, they may be fued, and fhall pay £.15 
per cent, damages with cofts of fuit. 


The A<ft directs the manner in which 
receipts fhall be given, and a power is 
lodged in the Treafury to give the Com- 
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12ny farther time for payment in cafes of 
exigency. And it is declared, that nei¬ 
ther the claims of the Public, nor b? the 
Company, to the territories in India, (hall 
be prejudiced by the Ad, beyond the pro¬ 
longation of the term in the exclufive trade. 
The ad alfo contains a claufe of mutual 
acquittal of all ouiftanding demauds be¬ 
tween the Crown and the Company, to 
the 24th Day of December, 1792. 
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The Ad recognizes the rights of the 
Company to a fum of £.46 7,896 js . 41 d . 
in money and £.g.,y co Eaft India flock; 
(which fums conftitute the feparate Fund 
of the Company, eftablilhed under the Ad 
ct 1781 ;) and it is obferved, that it will 
be more for the general intereft of the 
Company to continue that money employed 
in • trade, computing an intereft upon it, 
and to make it a fund for a permanent 
increafe to their dividend, of ion per cent, 
than to draw it from their trading capital 
for any fudden diifribution. And it then 
authorizes and limits the Company to make 
^ dividend from this feparate fund, and 
the intereft thereof, after the rate of iqjv 
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per cent, per anti, during their farther term 
in the exclufive trade ; and at the end of 
the term, it gives them a power of dif» 
pofing of the remainder of this fund as they 
final' think fit. 


The Company are not to grant any 
penfions, or new falaries, beyond jf.209 
per ann. to any one perfon, without the 
confent of the Board of Control; and 
they are to lay before Parliament, annually, 
a lift of all their eftablifhments abroad, and 
at home, in which all penfions and new 
falaries are to be particularly noticed ; and 
alio complete accounts of all their affairs, 
receipts and outgoings of the preceding 
year, with eflimates for the following year. 

All the old laws for preventing clan- 
deftiue trade with India, and from lending 
to or aflifling, or being concerned with 
foreign Companies, or foreign traders, are 
wholly abrogated, and the following pro- 
vifions are fubftituted in their place, ob- 
ferving that the penalties are made to ex¬ 
tend only to fuch of His Majefty’s fubje&s 
as belong to Great Britain, Gucrnfey, 
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Jerfey, Alderney, Sark, Man, Faro I Acs, 
or to the Colonies, 1 (lands, or Plantations 
m America or the Wed-Indies; and that 
all veflels and goods forfeited, may be fei- 
zed by any of the Company’s Officers in 


India or China. 


Pcrfons going unlawfully to India, and 
trafficking there, forfeit dips, veflels, 
goods, and merchandize, and double the 
value thereof; one fourth to the Informers, 
and three fourths to the Company, they 
paying thereout the cods of proiecution. 


Pcrfons unlawfully going to India, (hall 
be deemed unlawful traders, and fubjefl 
to the foregoing penalties and forfeitures, 
and may alio be profecuted as for a crime 
and mildemeanor, and be liable to fine and 
imprifonment. One moiety of the fine 
goes, to the King, the other to the Com¬ 
pany, if they profecute, or elfe to any 
other informer. 


Perfons unlawfully reforting to India, 
may be Adzed and fent home for trial; 
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•arid, on arrival, they are to give ball 
be committed to prifon. 


Periods difrniffed the fervicc, or whofe 
licenfes lhall have expired, if they con¬ 
tinue in India, are to be confidered as il¬ 
licit traders, and are made fubjedt to pe¬ 
nalties and forfeitures of goods, &c. as fuch. 

Goods (hipped clandeftincly, or fuch as 
are reflrifted by the Adi, and goods un- 
fhippcd at fea, (hall, be feizedand forfeited, 
with double the value, and the Mailer, or 
other Officer, knowingly permitting or 
jfufFeriug the lame, lhall forfeit all his 
wages to the Company, to be deducted 
out of the monies payable to the owners, 
and be difabled from again adting in the 
fervicc. 


Any who (hall folicit for, or accept a 
foreign commiffion, to (ail to any trade in 
India, (hall forfei" £*.500, half to the Com¬ 
pany, and half to the Profecutor, or the 
whole to the Company, if they (hall 
profecute. 
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Governors and Counfellors are pro¬ 
hibited from trading, except for the Com¬ 
pany ; and all Collectors, Supervifors, and 
others employed in the Revenues of Ben¬ 
gal, Bahar, and Orifl'a, or their Agents, 
or any in truft for them, are prohibited 
from inland trade, except for the Company. 
The Judges of the Supreme Court of Ju¬ 
dicature in Bengal, are abfolutely prohi¬ 
bited from fraffick; and none, without 
the permilfion of the Company, Hull trade 
in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, or Rice, 
on pain of forfeiture of the goods, and 
treble the value, one moiety to the Com¬ 
pany, and the other to the Profficutor. 

None (hall fend goods from India to the 
Continent of Europe, by any other chan¬ 
nel than as allowed by the Act, on pain of 
forfeiture of double the value; but this 
reftri&ion is not to extend to matters of 
agency, only on the account bona fide of 
any foreign Company or foreign Merchant. 

The ACt then prelcribes the method of 
fuing for forfeitures and penalties, and 
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ing the legality of leisures. It 
gives a light of fuing by A&ion, Bill, or 
Information, in any of the Courts of 
* Weftminfter (in which cafe the venue is 
to be laid in London or Middlefex), or in 
the Supreme Court of Judicature in Ben¬ 
gal, or the Mayor’s Court at Madras or 
Bombay ; and in fuch fuits the legality of 
feizures of perlons, fhips, or goods, is 
made cognizable. In cafes of mifdemca- 
nors, the offenders are punifhable by line 
and imprifbnment, and if abroad, they 
may be fent home, as part of the punifh- 
ment; and a capias, for arrefling the ac ■ 
cufed party, is given in the fir ft inftancc, 
which may be compounded for by bail. 

For feeuring to the Crown the duties for 
goods unlawfully trafficked with, in the 
cales of forfeiture of goods, the Attorney 
General may profecute the offenders, or 
their partners, by bills in a Court of 
Equity, waving penalties, and the defen¬ 
dants fhall make full difeovery of their il¬ 
licit traffick upon oath, and fhall be de¬ 
creed to pay all the duties thereupon to 
Government, and £.30 per cent, on the 

K 



MIN/Sr^ 



[ 


130 


] 


of the goods to the Company, and 
all be relieved ngainftall other forfeitures. 
The Company may, in like manner, pro¬ 
ceed againft offenders by Bill in Equity, 
and if they fail they {hall pay coffs. 
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fendants are to pay coffs to the Crown 
and to the Company, when the decree {hall 
he againit them. 


If a common informer, before any fuit 
is commenced, (hall make known any of¬ 
fence to the Company, or the Attorney 
General, and either of them {hall prefer 
a fuit in Equity, in that cafe the informer 
{hall be entitled to one third part of the 
fimple value of the concern which {hall be 
recovered. But if the Directors prefer a 
protection at law, the informer may pro¬ 
ceed, but {hall not difconiinue the fuit 
without their content. 


When the Company are the firft infor¬ 
mers, the whole of the informers' {hares 
of penalties and forfeitures {hall belong to 
the Company, although the fuit be com¬ 
menced after the time elapied for common 
informers to fue or profecute the offence. 
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^ On any iuit againft the Company or 
their Servants for feiziug, &c. the defen¬ 
dants may plead the general idue, and give 
the Act in evidence, and the burthen of 
proofs fhall be on the plaintiffs, that the 
feizure, &c. was unlawful; and on non- 
fuit, verdict, or judgment, the plaintiffs 
fhall pay treble cofts. 

The Adis or parts of Adis repealed, are 
as follow: 9 and 10 W. III. ch. 24, f. 81. 
The whole of the temporary Adi of 5 Geo. 
I. chap. 21. and fomuch of the feveral A£ls 
as continued it in force. The 7 Geo. I. 
ch. 21, 1. 1 to f. 9. The whole of 9 Geo. 
I. ch. 26. The 3 Geo. II. ch. 14, f. 9. 
The 17 Geo. II. ch, 17, f. 11. The 10 
Geo. 111 . ch. 47, f. 1 and 2. The 13 Geo. 
III. ch. 63, f. 23 to 29; and f. 32 to 35. 
The 21 Geo. Ill. ch. 65, f. 29. The 24 
Geo. III. ch. 25, f. 3, 13, 29, and 31. 
The whole of the 26 Geo. III. ch. 16; and 
the 32 and 33 f. of 26 Geo. III. ch. 57. 
The repeal is not to extend to offences com¬ 
mitted before the commencement of the 
Adi, nor is it to affcfl the powers of the 
prefent Board of Control, until a new one 
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fttall be appointed ; nor to afted the pow¬ 
ers given to the India Board by certain 
Ads of the 28;th and 3 id: years of the King, 
concerning the forces in India. 


The jurifdiction of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature at Fort William, in caules 
oi Admiralty, is made to extend to the 
High Seas at large, whereby a defeat in 
the Ad of 1773 for conftituting that Court 
is cured. 

For increafing the number of Magis¬ 
trates m Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, 
tlie Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal 
is to iflue com mill tons of the peace, in pur- 
fuance of orders iflued in Council for that 
purpofe; and any of the Judices, lo ap¬ 
pointed, may by order iu Council, lit alfo 
in the Courts of Over and Terminer, ta¬ 
king the oaths of Juftices in England, 
excepting the oatli preferibed by the Ad 
ot the 18 Geo. II. (relating to qualification 
by eftate.) i he proceedings and judg¬ 
ments of juftices may be removed to the 
Court of Over and Terminer by Certiorari, 
as may be done into the Court of King’s 
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pencil in England, and on fimilar condi¬ 
tions* but cannot be lest alide for want of 
form, but on the merits only. The Juf- 
tices may alio aHociate with the Judges in 
caufes appealed, when called upon fo to do. 


The Governments abroad may appoint 
Coroners to take inquefts upon the bodies 
of perions coming to an untimely end, and 
appoint fees to be paid for that duty. 

The Judices of the Peace may appoint 
Scavengers, and raile money by adeflments 
for cleaning, watching, and repairing the 
ftreets of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay: 
they may alio licenfe houles for retailing 
fpirituous liquors, and fix tile limits of thole 
towns; and none are to retail {pints but 
Inch as they {hall lo licenfe, under the 
penalties of the laws of Great Britain. 

A fpeciai oath is prelcribed to be taken 
in future by the Directors of the Company, 
prohibitory of their ailing as Directors, 
when concerned in buying from, or fel¬ 
ling to, the Company any goods; and pro¬ 
hibitory of their being concerned in any 
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pping employed by the Company, or 
accepting any prefent for any appoint¬ 
ment of office, or of being concerned in 
any private trade contrary to the Aft. 


Prosecutions for any thing done under 
the Act are limited to three years, or if 
the party aggrieved be abroad, then in 
three years after his return. 


The Aft is to commence in Great Bri¬ 
tain as ioon as it (hall receive the Royal 
affient, and in India on the i It of February, 
1794, except when any fpecial commence¬ 
ment is preferibed in it. 
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the Claufcs in AEh of Parliament which 
conjhtute the Charter of Rights of Britt/,h 
India. 


21 Geo. III. cap. 70, fee. 17. 
Provided always, and be it enaded, 

that the Supreme Cotut of Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal , fhall have full 
power and authority to hear and deter¬ 
mine in fuch manner as is provided for 
that purpofe in the faid charter or letters 
patent, all and all manner of adions and 
Huts again ft all and Angular the inhabitants 
of the faid city of Calcutta ; provided that 
their inheritance and fucceffion to lands, 
rents, and goods, and all matters of con- , 
trad and dealing between party and party, 
fhall be determined, in the cafe of Ma- 
homedansy by the laws and ufages of Ma- 
homedans ; and in the cafe of Genius , by 
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Jaws and u Cages of the Genius ; and 
where only one of the parties ihall he a 
Mahometan or a Gen til, by the laws and 
ufages of the defendant. 


<SL 


See. 18. And in order that regard fliould 
be had to the civil and religious ufages of 
the faid natives, be it enabled, that the 
rights and authorities of fathers of fami¬ 
lies, and matters of families, according as 
the fame might have been exercifed by the 
Gentu or Mahomedan law, Ihall be pre¬ 
ferred to them refpeftively within their 
fud families; nor ihall any afts done in 
cotifequence of the rule and law of caft 
refpefring the members of the faid fami¬ 
lies only, be held and adjudged a crime, 
although the fame may not be held jutti- 
iiable by the laws of England. 


Sec. 19. And be it further enafbed, that 
it ihall and may he lawful for the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William in 
Bengal, to frame fuch procefs, and make 
fuch rules and orders for the execution 
thereof, in fuits, civil and criminal, againft 
the natives of Bengal, Bahar, and OrtJJ'a, 
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lay accommodate the fame to the reli¬ 
gion and manners of fuch natives, fo far 
as the lame may confifl with the due exe¬ 
cution of the laws, and attainment of jus¬ 
tice. 


See. 20. Provided always that fuch new 
forms of procefs, and rules and orders for 
the execution thereof, (hall be forthwith 
tranfmitted to one of His Majefty’s princi¬ 
pal Secretaries of State, to be kid before 
His Majcfty for his Royal approbation, 
correlation, or refufal; and fuch procefs 
fhall be uled, and fuch rules and orders 
fhall be obferved, until the fame fhall be 
repealed or varied; and in the laft cafe 
with fuch variation as fhall be made 
therein. 


24 Geo. III. cap. 25. fee. 39. 

ii And whereas complaints have pre- 
“ vailed, that divers Rajahs, Zemindars, 
“ Polygars, Talookdars, and other native 
“ landholders, within the Britifh territo- 
“ ries in India, have been unjuflly de- 
<c prived of, or compelled to abandon and 
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inqutlh their refpe&ive lands, jurif- 
dictions, rights, and privileges, or that 
“ the tributes, rents, and fcrvices, re- 
« quired to be by them paid or performed 
“ for their rcfpeClive poflefllons, to the 
faid United Company, are become grie¬ 
vous and oppreffive. And whereas the 
principles of juflice and honour of this 
country require that fuch complaint 
“ fhould be forthwith inquired into and 
te invejligated , and if founded in truth, 
“ effectually redrelTed.” Be it therefore 
cnafted, that the Court of Directors of 
the faid United Company fhall, and they 
are hereby accordingly required forthwith 
to take the laid matters into their ferious 
confideration, and to adopt, take, and pur- 
fue fuch methods for inquiring into the 
caufes, foundations, and truth of the faid 
complaints, and for obtaining a full and 
perfeCt knowledge of the fame, and of all 
drew lltances relating thereto, as the laid 
Court of Directors lltall think heft adapted 
for that purpofe; and thereupon, accord¬ 
ing to the circumftances of the refpeClive 
cafes of the faid Rajahs, Zemindars, Po¬ 
ly gars, Talookdars, and other native land- 
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give orders and inlhu&ions 
Governments and Prefidencies 
in India for effectually redreffing, in fuch 
manner as lhall be confident with ju.fficc 
and the laws and cuftoms of the country, 
aJJ injuries and wrongs which the faid Ra¬ 
jahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talookdais, 
and other native landholders, may have 
fuftained unjultly in the manner aforeiaid; 
and for fettling and eftablilhing, upon 
principles of moderation and juftice, ac¬ 
cording to the laws and conflitution of 
India, the permanent rules by which 
their refpe&ive tributes, rents, and fer- 
vices lhall be, in future, rendered and paid 
to the laid United Company by the laid 
Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talook- 
dars, and other native landholders. 




srs, to 
e feveral 
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BRITISH INDIA. 




THE 

PROVINCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 

OP 

MAHOMED AN CONQUERORS 

IN THE 

BENGAL PROVINCES, 

AND IN THE 

NORTHERN CIRCARS. 




Mahemedan provincial EJlablijh- 
ment in the drears 


CHAP, L 

Officers of the Crown, 

l. AuMlLDARf, the provincial delegate , 
held his office moft commonly by Sunnud 
from the Nizam , or great ruler of the Six 

.1 his cftabliihmcnt *s ex traced from Mr. Grant's 
political fury ty of the northern Circars , presented to the 
Houfe of Commons on the motion of the Honor¬ 
able C. Greville , in p/90, at the time when a letter 
from the Ear/ Cornwallis, on the fettlement of Bahar 
was prefentecl by Mr. JDundas . Both cormnunica* 
tions remain undiflurbed on the table of the Houfe 
ol Commons, and the fettlement itfelf remains^/ 
to be explained to Parliament, 

t Aumildar in the Circars was, in rank, greatly 
below the Fougedar of the Carnatic Payengaut and 
Kir pah % 
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'js'Jubahs of the Decan , lometimes from th 
Soubakdar of Hydrabad. His local jurif- 
di&ion extended over all the maritime pro¬ 
vinces between Gondegama and the Chilka 
lake. He was invelted with abfolutc 


powers of Zelahdarry , or provincial civil 
magiftracy; Fougedarry , military commaud; 
and Shaikdarry , or control of finance. 


In his fuff capacity of Nazim or ruling 
magiffrate, he was guardian of the rights of 
Sovereignty. Arbiter of life and death, he 
prefided in perfon, or by Naib or deputy, m 
the Sudder Catchercc Adawlet, or chief court 
of juffice. The Darcgha, or principal clerk, 
prepared the indictment, fummoned eviden¬ 
ces, and went through the forms of exami¬ 
nation directed by the bench. The Mufti , 
or Molavi , dodtors learned in the law, ex¬ 
pounded the Koran. The Cazi, or fupremc 
judge, pronounced the fentence. The 
Cutiva/, or lieutenant of police, executed 
it, but only by the fpecial command of the 
Jlnmildar. 


As the reprefentative of Sovereignty, he 
took cognizance of, and ultimately andfolely 
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determined the more cohfiderable civil dii - 
putes, or cauies of confiderable private 
property, fuch cauies being produ&ive of 
heavy fines, and the ufuat forfeiture of one 
fourth of the amount litigated to Govern¬ 
ment, but he left the decifion of the inconfi- 
derable caufes to the Cazi , they being un¬ 
productive of heavy fines. 

The Cazi was notary public alfo, in the 
atteftation of deeds of grant, or contract, 
and writings in general. 

Thus, the Mahomedan code was the law 
of the land, and regulated the form of pro¬ 
ceedings ; the exercife of it depended on 
the arbitrary will of the Aumildar , 

In his fccond capacity of Sirdar Fouje , 
or head of the troops, the Aumildar himfelf 
held the principal Jageer, or military fief, 
either denominated Zatee or perfonal, Mttf- 
proot or conditional; and the lefiler Jageer- 
dars and Munfubdars , with their refpe&ive 
number of Sepoys , were immediately under 
the command of the Aumildar. He made 
additional levies for apparent and ufeful 

i. 
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BukJrJIn or paymaster, which 
e higheft official defignatioa 
Mogul Government to the 
chief of the imperial forces, 
m next in rank to the Vuier. 



In h is third capacity of Shaikdar , or 
Dnvanny delegate, the Aumildar cxercifed 
the raoft important functions of his office. 
During the vigor of the Mogul Govern¬ 
ment, this office had continued fcparate 
from the two former held by the Soubahdar , 
his Naivabs, or deputies. On the revolution 
in favour of Nizam id Moolk , it was, in. the 
firil inftarice, united in his own perfon, 
and became of courfe fo, through all tire 
gradations of fovereign authority ; he was 
virtually retrained in nothing except aliena¬ 
tions of lauds, remifiions of annual afieffi- 
ments, or an increafe of expence. The 
leaft encroachment on the more confequen- 
tial prerogatives of the crown was not to¬ 
lerated but by royal or viceroyal approbation, 
under the leak and fignatures of all the 
iniuifters of ilate. 

The Aumildar^ in his third capacity, 
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prefident of all the fuperior provincial tribu¬ 
nals, alfo fuperintended th eSiulder Dewanny 
Adawlet , or principal eourl of exchequer. 
The Nazir , or fupervifor enforced Ids de¬ 
crees through the agency of the Hazary , or 
Commander of i ooo Peons; of the Seddiwar , 
or head of ioo; or of the Jammadar , chief 
of any inferior indefinite numbers of the 
Sebundy Fujfillie , or revenue troops, enter¬ 
tained every where originally on flated 
monthly wages, but latterly, from abide, on 
certain allotments of lands through the 
differen tPergunaks, fraudulently feqoeftcred 
from the Circar, to iucreafe the private 
emoluments of the revenue officers. 

Officers of the Revenue, 

Revenue officers were divided into two 
daffies; fuch as held their appointments, 
rights and privileges by Sunnud from the 
reigning Sovereign, with the good will of 
the Reyuts ; or fuch as were merely tempo¬ 
rary, and more immediately dependant on 
the Aumlldar. 
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2. The Defmook, Zemindar , Chow dry, 
or chief of a diftrict containing one or 
more Pergannahs by Sunnud, held the Hr ft 
rank * : he was the intermediate agent 
of Government to luperintend a portion 
of the country, to rediefs petty grie¬ 
vances, furnifh the hufbandman with 
neceflary advances, and to collect or be¬ 
come refponiible for the rent to the Circar 
or ft ate. 


His allowances confifted of his Nancar, 
Saverum ft, both fignifying fubfiftence in 
bread, being to arife out of finall allotments 
of land, freed from all public charges, and 
conveniently difperfed through the diftrifl 
fo as to make his prefence neceffary every 
where, and give him local attachment, and a 
greater eflfeft to his fuperintendance, in atten¬ 
ding to his own private interefts. This terri- 
torial property was ufually in value equal to 


* Vide inquiry into Zemindary tenures. Debrett, 
1791. 

Perfian derivation, applies to Bengal; 
Saverum, of 'Tcl'mga termination, in the Dean. 



5 per cent, of his collection, and he had in¬ 
variably 5 per cent, allowed on the amount 
of rents, collected under the denomination of 
RuJJboms, cultoms or commiffion, and were 
fuppofed to promote the increafe of receipts 
and economy in the Mcjfuffd or detailed 
rural expeuces, and to promote the profpe- 
rity of the country. 

In procefs of time, and during the latter 
couvulfions of the empire after the invafion 
of Nadir Shah, 1739, not only fome of the 
Hindoo Jageerdars and Zemindars , but: even 
inconfiderable Enaumdars , or holders of 
charity lands, threw off allegiance, and 
particularly in the northern Circars , con¬ 
founded riiefe orders of officers under a com¬ 
mon appellation Zemindar , and only to be 
diflinguilhed by their Sunnuds. 

3. The Defpandeah , Canongoe *, or pro¬ 
vincial regifter, for the moft part excrcifed 
by Brahmins : this is the only office to he 
found in the Muffulman Government, in 

* Defray; leak in the Decan ; Canongoe in Bengal. 
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nature hereditary, from policy, to give? 
the per font holding it greater confidera¬ 
tion. The Camngoe regiflered all Firmans, 
Sunnuds , grants of every kind ; and rules, 
ordinances, regulation's of interior police, 
judicial decrees from each of the three de¬ 
partments. It regiflered the Jumma , Kau- 
mil , T'ooh'iar, or original more perieiSt rent- 
roll of the lands in detail, ferving as a ftan- 
dard or grots valuation in political calcula¬ 
tions of the revenue, and to fix the, amount 
of Jsigners* as well ns religious or chari¬ 
table endowments; the Sabood, or actual 
iources of the collections made from the 
Reyuts ; the Jumma JVujfcI-Bauky, or an¬ 
nual. account of the afleffrnents, receipts, and 
balances of .the country, as fettled with its 
intermediate agents; the divifions, meafure- 
trient, quality, and produce of the lands, 
/numeration of the villages, farms, huf- 
bandinen, manufacturers or artificers liable 
to taxation, and in general all donations, 
arrangements, and circumfhuices, aflfedting 
real or perfonal property, and particu¬ 
larly defining the proprietary in ter eft of 
the (late, were naturally made matters of 
record in the Dufier or office of ihcDcfyan- 
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' 0 eah or Canongoe, as they could only be 
properly authenticated and acquire vali¬ 
dity after palling through fucli form of le¬ 
gislation, to render this intended check 
more efficacious, not only on the Ze¬ 
mindars and Idler native fupcrintemL nts, 
but alio on the Aumildar himfelf, and all 
his immediate agents in affairs of civil ad- 
miniftration or f .nance ; private iniereji and 
hereditary independance were the powerful 
incentives added to perfonal honours, com 
^deration and influence, to in (lire the hondt 
full difeharge of this important trull. A 
Rujfowi of z\ per cent, on the revenue, al- 
certained by Iris own vouchers to have 
been collected throughout the country, was 
afligned to the Public Regifter, his heirs 
and deputies in perpetuity. In lieu of this 
commiffion, however, at prefent there are 
a number of Defpandcahs claiming a right 
to free Meeraj[y, heritable villages, or to 
others held by a tenure called Bilmokta or 
‘J'alookdary, at a low unalterable rent; but all 
thefe we apprehend to be improper aliena¬ 
tions made by the Defmooks or other offi¬ 
cers of Government in power, topurchale 




greater defalcations from the Hated dues oil 
the exchequer. 


4. Tlie Put eel\ Maccundtim, or chief 
Reyut of a De/j Grim, or village, was pre- 
ciicly within his narrow preempt wh ir the 
Defmook was in the Pergumab , or Ze- 
fnindary. 


5. "Idle Koolcu>-ny, Curnum , Putwarr\ y 
or accomptant, held the next inferior gra¬ 
dation to the De/pandeah. 


Thefe were the principal and more per¬ 
manent officers of the revenue in a regular 
chain of lubordination to each other when 
afting under their native head, but fervitw 
as mutual checks ,during ihtjujpenj&famhon- 
ty of the Zemindar, either from ini ufficiency 
01 mal-adminiftration : then the interior 
management devolved on the fecond clafs 
of Officers of the revenue, temporary and 
immediately dependant on the Aum'ddar 
himfelf, in the following order. 

1. The Ameen, veiled with inquiiitorial 
an l controlling powers in general, lie- 
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for the rents. 


committed to his charge. 


of the district 


2. The SerijJjiftdar or Mi'jmuadar ^ kee¬ 
pers of official forms, or annual adjust¬ 
ments of the revenue, though they did not 
fuperfede or exonerate the Ctjtnongoe ,found it 
of advantage, and were always permitted, to 
■nterfere in ferutintzing his conduct, as well 
as in afcertaining the adtual refnirctsof the 
country, oftner to Satisfy the private enor¬ 
mous exactions of corrupt agency, than to 
increafe inadequate public Supplies. In 
the Circar of Rajimundry, at the period of 
the JaSt change in its Government, one of 
the molt remarkable in Stances on record, 
perhaps, occurs in proof of the vatt indivi¬ 
dual benefits to be derived, with ordinary 
addrefs and knowlege, by the union of the 
two offices now in contemplation in the 
fame perfon, from the ignorance of the 
new rulers. 


3 - 'TahJ'ee.ldan;, or collectors of different 
denomination and rank, with their Moher- 
rirs or writers of accounts, affumed the 
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Interior departments uiually afligned to til 
Mulluddum and Puhvarry, as far as the in 


tcrefts of the ftate were concerned. 


Thus, then, it appears that thcAumildar, 
in his capacity of ZMdar , Foujuiar , and 
Shaikdar, united in hitnfelf almoft all die 
executive powers of fovereignty, if not vir¬ 
tu ally all the legiflative authority exercifed 
under defpotifm. 

The immediate perfonal checks on the 
Aumildar , the lowed: reprefentative of the 
« fovereign, rank or confequence, were, 

i. The Kmdar, or commandant of 
principal torts, ufually held for life under 
approved coiidufi, and by farm of tempo¬ 
rary Suvnud fn m the aftual ruler. A por¬ 
tion oi the FLr. tdee, or houfehold lands of 
the Circar-y was fet apart for the maintenance 
of the garrilon and repair of the fortifica¬ 
tions. A certain flock ot provilipns and vvar- 
likeftorcs 1 up, the allowance 

w as invariable, unlefs to make lip the loiies 
ludained from a iiegc. If no accounts 
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of ordinary expenditure were required, 
then the Jageer, or tenure, was denomi¬ 
nated Mujbnol or conditional. When the 
pay of the King’s troops was in like man¬ 
ner included in the grant, it was called 
Abfiam, and returns of the men were an¬ 
nually made to the Meer An J {fhy, or grand 
matter of ..he artillery; but when the .lapds 
adjoining the fort were held by Bella Shirr it , 
or unconditionally, nothing was required of 
the Kejladar be (ides Ample fealty to the fo- 
vereign; and he was, in all refpeits, inde- 
pendant of intermediate authority. 


2. The Sew an ah - Negar, or news-wri¬ 
ter, was a political intelligencer, or fpy 
on the conduit of the Aumiiiar and all 
the other officers of Government, em¬ 
ployed on tfle part of the Soubahdar or Na¬ 
zim ; and the JVakehNegar tv as properly a 
remembrancer of tranfactions i n the Dewcmny 
department: both tiieie officers maintained 
a weekly correfpondence openly with their 
refpeitive principals, whether at Hyderabad 
or Delhi. They were dreaded by the pro¬ 
vincial delegates, and venerated by the 

i 



integrity, 
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proportion to their ability and 


3, Nor were the restraints of religious 
and moral preceptors wanting to curb the 
fuggeftions of unlawful ambition. A num¬ 
ber of Icnyhed men, under the common 
appellation of MuUu , whole duty it was to 
Inldrudc youth, and inculcate among others 
the doctrine of pafhve obedience to the 
Prince, were difperfed through the diftridts 
with competent Enau-ms or girts of land. 
But thde, with all the other conilitutional 
checks cjif Mogul Government, proved more 
or Ids effectual only in proportion to the 
vigor of the hand which held the reins of 
a '.min ill ration. 


CHAP. II, 

Mahometan Syjlem of Revenue , 

W HEN we confider the length of 
time the Britilh l'overeignty has been elta- 
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blUKecl in the drears; the peaceable tm- 
dilputed poflefiion for feventcett fucceffive 
years of a country fo accefltblc; inhabited 
by a race of people, lb fubmiflive anti mild 
as not to have required, in l'o long a period, 
the exercife of the old, or the inftitatiwi 
of anew, fyftern of judical adrniniftraiion; 
that the government has been armed with 
all the plenary delpotic rights and privi¬ 
leges of perhaps the moft ablo ute Princes 
in the univerfe; with a military power, 
directed by abilities formed in the circle 
of fcientific knowledge, of a nature 
greatly fuperior to what the Moguls could 
ever boaft of in Hindoftan; that there 
were apparently fuch extraordinary op¬ 
portunities to gain information in every 
branch of politics, and trace true theory to 
its fource, through the detail of pra&ical 
experience; it may feern wonderful that 
at this day lb little ihould be known of 
the ways and means, mode of manage¬ 
ment iu railing the public (applies, and 
a&ual amount of revenue colleded in be¬ 
half of the (late, as to encourage any in¬ 
dividual, from private experience and local 
oblervation and inquiry, to flop forth, in 
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the ambitious hope of being able to fxy 
fomething new and interefting on a iubjeft 
which at prefent fo deeply engages the at¬ 


tention and inquisitorial powers of the na¬ 


tion. But to a well-informed, unpreju¬ 
diced mind, it will ceafie to be a matter 
of wonder, that fo little progrefs fhpuld 
.'uivc been made in the knowledge of eaf- 


tern finance during the rapidity of British 
conqueAs, and under the circumftanccs of 
the Company’s fervantsin India, for many 
years back, fubjeft to a conftant fltidua- 
tion in the government of our territorial 
acquilitions, and peculiarly embarraflfed by 
the Aruggle, for their adlual pofleflion and 
annexed influence, between the crown and 
proprietary triterefls, and by the want of au¬ 
thentic local information, unable to diferi- 
minate by whcfti, or under what forms, the 
rights of fovereignty ought and Ihould conti- 
i) ne to be exercil’ed: when it is farther confi- 
dered that all public accounts of the reve¬ 
nue, and in general the whole political 
learning of I lindoftan, are locked up in 
the intricacy, flu died ambiguity, and ver- 
bofe inaccuracy of Perfian manufeript wri¬ 
tings ; and that no adequate inducements 
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have been held out to encourage apaihful 
and, in itfelf, generally fpeakkg, an un¬ 
profitable fludy of the c.iltern language;:, 
fo neceflary to develop the true efficient 
principles of a Jyflem of political economy ; 
anti even among the few individuals who, 
rather from motives of private fatisfadlion 
or a natural bent, may be faid to have 
mifpent their time in eaflern literature, 
fcarcely one is to be found who has gone 
through acourfc of general oriental hiftory, 
much lei's has perufed, or perhaps ever 
heard of, many of thofe dry, incorrect, 
and tedious narrations, which contain the 
particular annais of Hindoftan in detail, 
and which, though often mortifying to the 
pride of freedom, in inftances of the mold 
iervile flattery or unmeaning praife be flow¬ 
ed on rulers, as well as always dtfgufUng 
to Chriftian humanity; in exhibiting in na¬ 
tive deformity the horrid depravity, oppref- 
fion, and tyranny of Mahomcdans; may yet 
be of fome univerfal utility in conveying a 
true knowledge of faffs more or lefs im¬ 
portant to the interefts of mankind, and 
arc indifpenlably necefiary to the perfedh 
underflanding of the paft and prefen t fyflem 
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of local admiaiflration, or to the framing of it 
new and more intelligent one for the future. 
But when it is known how few, if any* 
of the Company’s civil fervants in the Cir- 
cjrs have been induced to lean, the Per- 
fian language, either from want of encou¬ 
ragement, or from the facility of procuring 
Hindoo interpreters, who, with a know¬ 
ledge of the English, might be l'uppoied 
capable of trail failing the bufinefs' of the 
country through the medium of their na¬ 
tive dialcds, it mu ft of confluence follow* 
that all original, more authentic accounts 
of the revenue, hiftorical detail of manage¬ 
ment, and lights into the fettled forms of 
government, the rights and privileges of 
the Prince or people, by a critical exami¬ 
nation of treaties. Firmans , Sunnuds , tem¬ 
porary or hereditary tenures, have been 
almoft univer&Uy, abfolutely, and wholly 
precluded, or of no avail to the i'upeririten- 
ding agents of finance : confequently there 
could be no virtual control over the inferior 
intermediate native officers employed, 
Avhofe infereft it was, for the moft part,' 
> to deceive, who in common pradice are 
endowed with fufficient cunning to fecond 
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“ ltcre ^> ancI in important arrange¬ 
ment, are themfelves liable to be imposed 
on through their technical literary defici¬ 
ency ; and above all, when ;i is remem¬ 
bered that on the firbt acquifition of thefe 
provinces, neceffity, perhaps, threw the 
whole executiveadminiftration for the three 
following years into the hand;' of an un¬ 
principled intrigueing Muffulman Annul- 
dar, formerly in office under the Nizamut; 


in conjunction with an artful intelligent 
Hindoo, elevated, on that occafton, rather 
informally, to the high incompatible lucra¬ 
tive trulls of Dew an, or public interpreter, 
and of Serijhtadar , or aChial chief Canon- 
gee : that in conlequence of a combination 
fo powerful to veil the my ft cry of finance, 
or father the defalcations of immediate 


agency, under the pretended forms of an¬ 
cient practice, £n example and routine of 


management was efbblifhcd which necef- 
farily fhackledall future fuperintendance- 
ave repeat, when thefe various erreum- 
ftances are known, it may icein more fur- 
prizing that fo much fhould have been rea- 
lifed and brought to public credit, under 
the head of revenue, than that fo little 
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ould yet be generally under'lood. As to the 
pretentions of an individual to any thing new 


or 


interefting, whatever they may be, he 


claims no particular merit; he was a mere 
fojourner in the country, which heobierved: 
his office of Public Minijler to the Nizam’s 
court neceflar iiy required fome knowledge of 
caftern language, and the proper diicharge 


of its mod ordinary functions implied a ge¬ 
neral acquaintance with every branch of 
politics; at the lathe time a private inter- 
courfe, founded on a very trifling obliga¬ 
tion, with the firft Statefman in point of 
jftation and rank in the Decan, perhaps the 
greatefl that has appeared of high birth in 
Hindoftan during the prcfent age, in uni- 
verlal learning and experienced ability, ac¬ 
cidentally opened a way to uncommon 
louroes of information, to an extenfive li¬ 
brary, and to moll ufeful public records 
of the highefl authority; the negleft of 
which would have argued the greatell 
demerit, confidering the difficulty of an 
European’s gaining political inllru&ion 
through the beff native channels, Ihut up 
with the molt cautious jealoufy againft 
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foreign inquiry. In regard to apprehenfion 
of incurring the imputation of preemption 
in refuting received opinions, however far 
they may have had the {auction of the molt 
refpedtable perfoaages, an individual, jus¬ 
tified on fuch inveftigation in conceiving 
the general belief to be founded in error, 
and of dangerous tendency, mu it be 
{hielded, by a fenfe of public duty, by the 
conlcious redHtude of bis own intentions, 
and red bis defence on the truth of fadts 
and jullnefs of obfervation, on the fubjedt 
of finance, within the large feope of pre¬ 
lent cofifideration, which may be divided 
into the four following heads, viz. 

i ft, The nature and fources of the re¬ 
venue of the Circars, proportioned to the 
total produce of the country. 

2dly, The mode of fettling the Jumma- 
bundy, or railing the annual fupplies of 
government. 

^dly, The grofs and net receipts of the 
public treafury. 

4thly, From an account of current 
charges, to deduce a propofed fcheme of 
future expenditure. 
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C H A P. III. 

The Nature and Sources of Revenue. 


It is well known that throughout, the 
whole of Hindpftan the ordinary revenue 
of Government is cotnprifed under the 
two general denominations of MHAL, or 
Territorial Revenue , ant) SA1R, or Impojis , 

i. S.ilR, 

Arifing from a variety of imports, 
chiefly on pfcrfonal property, fluctuating 
and uncertain in its amount, is there¬ 
fore of an unfettled, precarious nature, 
afcertairiable only at the clofe at the year, 
and under tlie following imports or Abaabs , 
including almoft the whole fyrtem of tax¬ 
ation in Europe. 

1 . The Mahfool, or cufloms on exports 
and imports, were fixed by the Moguls at 
five per cent, from Hindoos, or half that 
proportion from merchants of their own 
peifnafion, or favoured foreigners; but this 
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dift’m&iou of perfons under Englifn ad 
miniftratlon has of courfe been laid afide. 


2. The Rahdarry is an inland toll col¬ 
lected at different Chow kies , or Hattons oil 
the roads, from paffengers, or on account 
of merchandize, grain, and all the necd- 
farics of life carried to market; and being 
exacted at an indefinite rate, according to 
the ufual indiferetion of Zemindars or 
other officers of Government, is intolera¬ 
bly burthenfbme to the lower clafs of peo¬ 
ple, without producing any adequate bene¬ 
fits. to the llate. 


3. The Pandery , or tax on the /hops of 
workmen and retail merchants in towns; 
or under a different denomination, on the 
temporary flails, ere&ed during the fairs 
held annually at places of Mufiulmati pil¬ 
grimage, or Hindoo worfhip, formed alfo 
a confiderable branch, of the Sad ; together 
with licences to the makers and fellers of 
fpirituous liquors, or the keepers of bro¬ 
thels 1 in like manner in many places 
were included a tax on houles in general, 
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on marriage, on looms, on the cloth mu- 
nufa&urcd. 


4. The Mhoterrejfa , or poll tax, on ar¬ 
tificers and manufadurers, continues every 
where a great difeouragement to induftry. 

5. The Jizca, or tribute itnpofed on the 
Hindoos as idolators, was, perhaps, for the 
lafl rime, collected in the beginning of the 
prefent century, by Arnmir u deen, the fa¬ 
ther of the Nabob Mahommed Mi y when 
ading as fuperintendant of this branch of 
the revenue in the town of Surat ; but, 
what may appear ftrange, the perfbnal 
exactions, under the MufTulnian govern¬ 
ment from Indian pilgrims reforting to 
Jaggcrmut, or other famous Pagodas, are 
dill rigoroufly enforced by the freed Mah- 
rattah rulers, fuperftitious adherents of 
Braminicql faith, the fucceflors to the ty¬ 
rannical dominion of Iflamifm. 

6. The Ferroay-foujedarry , or produce 
of fines, confifcations, and the Chout or 
fourth of fums litigated in the civil courts. 
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made no niconfiderable part of the variable 
uncertain fources of public fupply. 



7. To thefe'may be added, within the 
Northern Circars , the profits onfall farms, 
eftimated at a lack and a half of rupees, 
or about two thirds of the prime cod of 
near ten lacks of rnaands, excludve of half 
that quantity exported annually to Bengal 
before the late prohibition there, on a me¬ 
dium of 2$ rupees per mauud. 


8. The yearly rent of cocoa-nut and 
palmyra trees, in the neighbourhood of the 
fea ports mod: frequented by Lafcars and 
fifhermen, and chiefly near the mouths of 
the GoaJaveri, properly dependant on the 
port of Mafulipatam, though fometirne 
fmee included in the zemindaries of Mu- 
g/etore and PccUapore, and which, at one 
rupee each tree, may be rated at lead two 
lacks and a half rupees additional, as ari- 
fing from barren unappropriated lands. 


The total of all thefe Aboabs or impods, 
levied under the general head of Sair, 
either in the Circars or any other part of 
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H^hdoftan, never exceeded one tenth, and 
now falls rather fliort of that portion of 


the ftated public income; and they were 
thought of 1'uch little account to the ft ate, 
lb oppreftive in their nature for the moft 


part to the poor, conlcquently fo repug¬ 
nant to the principles of the eftablilhed as 
well as every other fyftem of religion, that 
the wife and politic ‘Aim Geer, the kft 
great Emperor of the Hindoftany race of 
T/moor , abolilhed by edid feventy of rhefe 
feveral articles of taxation; though the 
felfilh lenity of the Prince, and a degree 
of refra&orinefs of Foujednn and’ Jagheer- 
dare, whole fiefs continued to be valued 


without abatement, according to the Jumma 
Kaumil, or old ftandard afleflment, which 
included the recently prohibited Aboabs, 
combining with the fubfequent diforders 
of the empire, virtually prevented then, 
and t vet fincc, the .carrying into cited the 
royal mandate, which remains an hiftorical 


record of what ought to be done in policy 
and humanity, but could not be realifed by 
the equivocal benevolence of an eaftern 
delpot. 
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2. The Mhal , or Landed Property. 

This firft-mentioned general diftindfcive 
term of revenue, which confitures tlie 
grand, the permanent, afcertainablc fource 
of .finance* over the whole of Hindojlan, ami 
indeed all the reft of jjjw, under one uni- 
verfal rule, perhaps peculiar to this quarter 
of the world, though admitting of many 
fubordinate variations in its feveral divi- 
fions, is the important branch of re- 
fource to which we lhull confine our far¬ 
ther difquii'itions. Nothing can be more 
erroneous than the public opinion enter¬ 
tained of the nature of our territorial income 
throughout theBritifh dominions in India : 
in Bengal, where moft prog refs hath been 
made in afeertaining the true original prin¬ 
ciples of the actual fyftcm of revenue, it is 
generally confidered under the denomina¬ 
tion and common idea of a land tax , im¬ 
peded on certain clafles of native and fup- 
pofed hereditary proprietors called Zemin¬ 
dars, from a compound in the Perlian lan¬ 
guage fignifying literally f enants or holders 
of land. In the Circars it has acquired the 
more dignified appellation of Tribute , and 
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lie petty farming land-holders from whom 
it is collected, have been fometimcs honou¬ 
red with the title of feudatory lords, but 
rood commonly with that of Rajah or he¬ 
reditary Hindoo Princes. It would be no 
very difficult matter to ffiew the founda¬ 
tion of thefc mifiakes, and their dangerous 
influence in determining the opinions of 
thofc, who have only European ideas to 
comprehend the flate of things in Alia, 
conveyed in general terms of the Englilh 
language ; but it is our prefent talk rather 
to exhibit the truth of a different, and 
what we couceive to be the only proper 
definition of Indian revenue, viz. not a tax 
of one fifth, as in England, on the propri¬ 
etory income of freehold cllates—far lefs 
a feu-duty, or fixed perpetual quit-rent, 
on inch as are held in vaflalage and by the 
ancient military tenures known in other 
parts of Europe ; but in form and fa ft the 
landlord 's proportion, fettled on a medium 
at one fourth the Rtbba or Chant * of the 
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* Hence the derivation of the modern claim of the 
Mahrattas, who, in gaining the afeendaney over, and 
in imitation of the Moghuls* exadted from Foujcdars 
an i Jagecrdars of the latter, the fame proportion of 
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original grofs produce of the land, (hared 
with the tenantry ; or rather a yearly rent , 
variable according to the ci'cumltauces of 
the country at the period of adjudment, 
paid to Government as the foie, legal, 
known, territorial proprietor, as generally 
underftood by the Reyuts , or immediate 
cultivators of the foil, through the agency, 
for the moft part, of a certain clafs of Hin¬ 
doos, nominated in behalf of the (late, with 
fuitable appointments in land and money, 
to the office of Zemindar or fuperiutendant 
of a local provincial fubdivilion, and who, 
collectively, to the greater fatisfaCfcion of 
the people, as native guardians of the pub¬ 
lic peace and private rights, as well as re¬ 
ceivers, or rather farmers-general, of the 
revenue, relieved their ignorant voluptuous 
Mufliilman rulers from the intricate trou- 
blefome detail of internal police, and the 
management of Mofujfil collections.— 
That this was, and continues to be, the 


their income that tbefe levied from the Reyuts or infe¬ 
rior tenants of the foil; and at firtt with the more 
ready concurrence of the fovereign, bccaufe the de¬ 
mand did not come home immediately to himfelf, and 
only leflened the power of many refractory fubjecls. 
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true nature of the territorial income or the 
drears, under the Company’s, or former 
adminiftrations, can only be fully lUulh ) a ' 
ted by taking a ihort general review or the 
original mftitutibn and progrcls of the 
Moghul tyllem of finance m Hmdojnw, 

which is ftitt regarded, in fea or by legal 
conftftiaion, as the only genuine ionrce 
and fupport of every aaually *ftabli(hed 
mode of railing the fupplies, throughout 
one and all of the diflevered members ot 
this once great empire. 


<§l 


CHAP. IV. 

Tooril Mull's Syjlem of Finance. 

Muctf hath been laid of the dflil 
'Too mar - J umna, or original roll of the rent, 
agreeable to the firft general affeflment of 
the twelve Soubahs of Hinf ft an north ot 
the Nerbuddah , undertaken and imperfeaiy 
accomplifhed through the agency of the 
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ious Hindoo Rajah Tcoril MuH, in the 
reign of Akbar, one of the greateft Mog¬ 
hul Emperors; but of the performance, 
little more feems to be known in Europe 
than the total amount for which the ie- 
veral diitridts were rated; or of its author, 
any thing farther than that he was an able 
financier. The following lhort an alyl is, 
therefore, of a work io celebrated, connec¬ 
ted with as much as may be necoilary of 
the hiftqry of the man, may be equally new, 
as it appears efi'ential to the more perleft 
under handing of the iubjeft under confi- 
deration. 


Tooril Mull , of the Kehtcry cad, from 
Lahore , and at length railed to the Mem- 
fub , or dignity'of 4000, began his political 
career in the province of Qujerat y both 
as a military commander and ititendant of 
the revenue, in 1573 of the Chriftian era. 
The two following years he acted in the 
fame capacities in Bengal, with greater re¬ 
putation, during the viceroyalty of Khan- 
jehan. He was afterwards deputed a fe- 
cond time to Gitjeral ; and, on Ins return 
to Delhi, in 1577, having refumed the of- 
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ce of Pe/bcar, or Chief afliftant to the 
zicr Shah Munfoor , which he held in the 
intervals of his refidence at the capital, had, 
no doubt, a great ihare in the regulations 
of that year; fuch as the divifion of the 
empire into twelve. Soubahs ; the appoint¬ 
ment of eight principal officers, with dif- 
tin& independant powers to each• and a 
hxed jummal'undy , or annual fettlement 
of the revenue, formed on a medium of 
the ten preceding years aftual receipts, ac¬ 
cording to the heft information which could 
be obtained from the local inveftigations 
ot a number of fkilful Atnccns distributed 
throughout the feveral provinces. But it 
was not until 1582, when he received, 
for the fecond time, inveftiture of the Vi- 
zaret, AJhraf Dewan, or port of high trea- 
furer of the empire, that he projected his 
famous fcheme of finance, which he com¬ 
pleted in the fhort period of his adminif. 
tration, which terminated with his life in 
1589. It has been univerfally admitted as 
a model of perfection, and ferving as a ba- 
fis for the afiual collections in every part 
of Hindoltan, without any variation in 
the principle, or much increafe in the 
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amount of aiTeffment, to the prefent time; 
excepting in the maritime countries, fince 
fo prodigioufly enriched by an enlarged di¬ 
rect commerce with Europe; or in fuch 
other places as were not then completely 
fubdued, or of which the valued rent could 
not, in his time, with fufficient accuracy 
be afcertained. 


<SL 


C H A P. V. 

Rules of Settlement. 

l. The Rebba , or Jummabundy Nekdy. 

The ultimate point of perfection aimed 
at in the revenue department was, to form 
a rent-roll on an a&ual meafurement of 
the lands of exactly one fourth of their full 
annual produce, Ihared with the hulband- 
man, to be paid into the royal treafury 
in fpecie, according to the number of 
Beghas, or extent of ground in cultivation, 
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and to be invariably 
hen Brack of die real 


van.ic of the lever '1 productions, through¬ 
out the year, 3 s af certain eel on the ipot t 
tins was called the J^u t/i /,va b a fu /y - Ah kdy, or 
m °ney Settlement; and the farms fo rented 


wore denominated Ruckbah, an Arabic term 


fignifyiug poflefbons held by a flavifh te¬ 
nure, though probably introduced in Hin- 
doBan from the more ancient cuflorn of 
aflefling the country by the eBitnate'd la¬ 
bour of a yoke of oxen. But fuch a fcherxie 
of finance was only applicable to, and in¬ 
tended for, places where cite urn fiances of 


foil, population, commerce, and general 
civilization, admitted of the more improved 
Bate of agriculture in its various branches, 
arifing from the fuperfluities, as well as the 
ncceBaries, of Ihe: accordingly it prevailed 
chiefly in the Soubahs of Delhi, Agra, 
Ovjerat, and Bahar ; Bengal being at that 
time as little known as imperfectly reduced, 
and its climate held in fuch difrepute, as 
to impn. fs the idea of baniflhment on the 
minds of thole who afterwards carried thi¬ 


ther in multitudes all the enriching arts'of 
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^luxury, and acquiefced in the propriety or 
bellowing the epithet “ Paradife of Re- 
“ gions" on a place of rdklence before 
confidered with dread, and reforted to only 
from neceflity. 


2. But lacy or Divi/ion of Crops. 

I/: the other provinces not above men¬ 
tioned, the public revenue was levied by a 
different rule, technically underflood un¬ 
der the Hindoo word Buttai, fignifyitig d‘ * 
vifion, which was better adapted to the 
icanty relources of an indigent, ignorant 
peafantry, deriving their iublHlence chiefly 
from pallure lands exempted from taxa¬ 
tion *; or who, contenting themfelves 
with the luxuriant growth of a fingle har- 
vefl, where two might be produced with 
little additional labour, required that fpur 
to induftry given by a judicious increafe of 
the demands of government; and who, as 
yet generally unufed to a gold or lilver 
currency, were, for the molt part, obliged 


* Excepting the trifling tax of three Damns annually 
fur every head of oxen, and Jix for buffaloes, paftured 
on itnproveable uncultivated ground, to feive as a ft j- 
raulus to agriculture. 


N 
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their rents iu kind, 
this mode, it was ordained, that the great 
natural productions in all forts of grain and 
Jpujfe, depending on the periodical rains, and 
reaped in either of the two feafons Khereef 
or Rubin ,, being wholly afcertained, and 
accurately cftimated on the fpot by the 
Mokeern or ikilful appointed appraifers, 
Ihould be equally divided, fhare and fhare 
alike, between government md its Revuts , 
or huibandman : nor will fiich appear an 
inequitable participation, though the ex¬ 
pence of feed, with the whole of the la¬ 
bour, fell on the latter, when we confider 
the facility of the fnnpleft culture; the 
generally forty-fold returns of a quick 
ipontaneous vegetation ; together with the 
peculiar advantages to a Hindoo, of a free, 
unbounded, common pafturage. When 
the like corn and green crops were produ¬ 
ced out of feafon, or by the increafed toil 
and charge of watering them artificially 
from wells, public refervoirs, or by means 
of drains from rivers, men the ftate was 
only to be entitled to one third proportion 
of the grofs original product, as foie pro¬ 
prietor of the foil; but with refpeft to af- 



Agreeable to 
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tides of greater value thus brought forth, 
fuch as ophium, fugar cane, vines, plan¬ 
tains, mulberry and cotton plants, the (hare 
claimed from the immediate cultivators, 
through the agency of Zemindars or Far¬ 
mers General, by a lenient, wife, benefi¬ 
cent government, varied from one fourth 
to one eight of the entire yearly crop, ac¬ 
cording to the additional expence and la¬ 
bour of culture, the length of time re¬ 
quired in bringing fucli productions to ma¬ 
turity, and the dillance, the hazard, or 
trouble of carrying them for file. More¬ 
over, in countries where this rule of But ~ 
tii.it or divihon of the ordinary and extra¬ 
ordinary harvefts between the Prince and 
bis farming fubjedb was eftablilhed, yet 
it was always in the option of the latter, 
as it may be laid to have been the termina¬ 
ting, ultimate view of the former as land¬ 
lord, when agriculture was in its improved 
Hate of new and various cultivation, to 
commute the larger proportions of rent as 
paid in kind, for the Rebba , or pecuniary 
afleffment of one fourth , as fettled in other 
places, on a meafurement of the lands, to¬ 
gether with a medium valuation of their 
N 2 
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whole and mixed produce annually. I here 
were ft ill, however, very exteniive trads 
of the Moghul dominion either totally un¬ 
explored, difficult of accefs, or imperfectly 
.fubdued, which neither of the foregoing 
modes could bring into a general computa¬ 
tion of the revenue ; thefe dill rids were, 
therefore, eftimated according to the bed 
informations pofiible to be obtained for the 
prelent, fubjed to future alterations; and 
thus .were compleated the foundations of 
that famous original fyftem of finance in¬ 
volved in the foomar yutnma ot Tooril 
Mull, intended to fuftaiu the vaft fabrick 
of the Moghul empire. 


CHAP. VI. 

Divijion of the Provinces . 

The Dijlribuhon of hands into Khalfa and 
Jagcer. 

*1 HE means of realizing this new-formed 
univerial rent-roll, were made lubfervi- 
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ently-relative to the fupport of the imperial 
houfehold, together with the civil and mi¬ 
litary eftablilhments; the economical re¬ 
form of which, particularly the latter, 
was the next grand object of the mint'fter’s 
general plan. Accordingly, the whole 
kingdom as how affefled was diflributed 
into lands immediately dependant on the 
Khalfa-Shereefa , or royal exchequer, or 
fuch as were afligned over to the greater 
or lefler officers of government for the 
maintenance of troops and perior al digni¬ 
ties, by a feudal temporary tenure, at fir ft 
called Akta, then Jageer , lignifying terri¬ 
torial poffeflions fo alienated at the will, 
and during the precarious favour of a def- 
potic monarch. 


i. the Khalfa-Shereefa Lands , 

Included the capital town with its de¬ 
pendant circar, or province of a Soubah or 
viceroyalty; and the principal P erg unnab, 
or difhitt of all the other circars under 
the fnbordinate rule ol Nabobs, .Fougtdan, 
or Aumils , contouring together the whole 
Havillee or houfehold lands of the Empe¬ 
ror, fet apart to defray his perfonal and 
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expences, tbofe of his 
garrifons, as well as the funilar eftabiifh- 
ments of all his delegate-repre&ntatives 
throughout the empire; they included 
alfo in general, the allotments, the 
largeft, the tficheit, and belt afcertaitwsd 
portion of the country, which, befides its 
geographical, juridical fubdivtlions, was 
parcelled out into other financial divifions, 
depending on the amount of revenue, being 
one crore of datrns, or two and a half lacks 
of rupees per annum : thefe were denomi¬ 
nated Cbucklas ; and the immediate f'uper- 
intendance, internal management, and col- 
ledtorfhip of each, were conferred on the 
wealthieft, molt fkilful, trufty Hindoo 
farmers which could be found in the dif- 
trict, with an allowance of jive per cenr, 
on the net receipts of the treafury from 
their collections, in addition to fmall free- 
1 jold pollcflions in lands for family fubfift- 
ence, already deferibed under the appella¬ 
tions Nancar or Saverum ; and the officers 
thus employed, were at firft difliriguilhed 
by the name Crory , afterwards more fami¬ 
liarly known as Zemindars ; though the 
original designation is ftill made ufe of in 
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at| the Muffulman capitals, but with a to¬ 
tal chancre in the nature and forms of the 

W 

public charge from whence derived. 


2. Jageer Lands , 

Included the other great divifion of the 
country, arid were affigned over, at the new 
valuation, to the l'everal military comman¬ 
ders for the maintenance of their refpeclive 
troops, included, for the molt part, the 
leaf! productive uti fettled d iff rids with a 
view to further improvement a^id more per¬ 
fect fubje&iou, under the advantages of a 
local, joined to the vigor of a fpecies of 
feudal adminiftration ; the lands thus dis¬ 
tributed in all the twelve Soubahs of the 
empire, as beft calculated for the purpofes 
of finance, as well as to endure the {lability 
of recent conquefts under an unnatural 
foreignyok.e, though generally diflinguifhed 
by the Arabic term Akta, or the fynoni- 
mous Perfian word Jageer , yet received 
various more particular denominations from 
the nature of the different tenures on which 
they were held. 



The general term for fuch poffeflions was 
underftood to be nothingmore than a (Imple 
allotment of an extetifiveterritory, with its 
jilrifc!t6tion and revenue, to a Fougedar, or 
military commander, for a limited or indefi¬ 
nite period, under an exp refs obligation of 
maintaining a certain body of troops to at¬ 
tend the King in perfon or any of his lieu¬ 
tenants in the field. Such were in modern 
times, the Fougedarrcs of Kerpah and the 
Carnatic Payengau/, dependant on theSou- 
bah of Hydra bad. 

2. The iefTer grant of Tycul , molt com¬ 
monly confined to a fingle Circar , was 
confidcretl of a more permanent nature, 
and, befides the ex pence of a handing force, 
was fometimes, as Karnool in the beginning 
of the prelent century, burthened with 
particular Cervices, or a fmall quit rent. 

3. The Syeurghal Was an alignment 
ufually for life, on certain lands for the 
whole or part of their aflefled revenue, 
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out any local jurifdtolion ; fit? rki to 
beftowed on Lord Clive in the com¬ 
pany’s Zem'tndary of Calc 1tta, which, 
though denominated Cilia Shark , or an 
unconditional fief, anfwers exactly to the 
Zatee , or perfonat Jageer, of the moderns ; 
in like manner as the preceding tenure of 
Tycul, being alfo of Moghul or Turkifh 
derivation, correlponds with that now iu 
ule, under the terms Mujhroot, or condi¬ 
tional, and Ahjham , Sepahi y or military^ 
Jageers , appropriated either for the fupport 
of garrifons or provincial troops. 

Civil Grants. 

Under the divifion ofafligned country, 
were alfo clallcd thole petty alienations 
confifUng of a few Beg has of ground, made 
over by the prince in the manner of a reli¬ 
gious, charitable, or gratuitous donation, 
for the maintenance of individuals fingly, 
or in community; thus an Ayma was 
granted to profeifors of lean ing and the 
Muflulman faith, as well as to public foun¬ 
dations or feminaries, fuch as Gcpamow in 
the Soubah of Oude, and Pundua in Bengal. 






6, Enatrnu were the meaneft and more 
general gifts of land as be flowed on mendi¬ 
cants, whether Hindoo orMahomedan, the 
common Singers, Branding and likewife 
on Zemindars, under the more particular • 
denomination o f Nan-air, or means of fub- 
hftence. Though the arrogance of fomc 
of the u furping rulers of the prefent age 
has impofed the fame word as deferiptiye 
or the highefl, moll extenlive grants, on the 
ignorance, in l'uch matters of form, of 
thole who had the power or influence to 
command the greateft real favours *. 

Herliab'e hands. 

g* AIj-1 UMGHA, according to the lite¬ 
ral fignifi cation of the two Arabic terms of 
which this technical one is compofed, con¬ 
veyed gratuitously from the fovereign to a 
few of the moll favoured of his lervants, a 
fmall her liable grant of territorial property, 
perhaps, then, and iince, the only one of 

* Vide the Nizam* s Sunnnds to the Eaft-Indu 
Company for the fovereignty of the northern Cir- 
mn, in conformity to the tenor of the Moghul’s 
Fir maun. 
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he kind in the whole fyflem of Muffolman 
jurifprudence. Sometimes the fame Ja- 
geerdar held allthe principal fubordinate te¬ 
nures within the limits of his diktat or 
more extenfivc jurifdi&ion ; though this 
Was contrary to eafteru policy as in thele 
days, the Nabob Zuffer td Do-wlah enjoyed 
in his 'Turref-durry, or divifion of the AV- 
%am's dominions, the Tyeul of the drears 
of Commamet and Worattgole, the Syeurgbal 
of many Jefler difhi&s, together with the 
Altumgha of Niertnul: nor were fuch hold¬ 
ings entirely con lined to M n li omed a n Ameers, 
for we find even in A A at 's reign, that 
the great Hindoo Rajahs of Mar-war and 
Jaepfur, after being conquered and wholly 
deprived of their ancient pofleffioris among 
the hills of Ajtnere , received them back as 
military fiefs, i'ubjed: to the new regulations 
of the Moghul empire ; and when the fame 
princes were afterwards fo far humbled as 
to fubmit to the mortifying, though, in¬ 
tended conciliatory , requifition of the Em¬ 
peror, to lend their daughters to the royal 
Haram, to be sfpoufed under a rule the 
molt repugnaut to their natural principles, 
their afligned territories were enlarged 
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beyond the ufual extent of the mofl cone 
derable Jageers. Jt mtifl farther be remem¬ 
bered that one and all of the i'.iperior and 
lefler tenures which we have enumerated, 
could only legally and formally be obtained 
direffly from the fovereign Ruler, under 
his proper feal and iignaturc, though often 
through the recommendation, of minifters 
or favourites. 

Inferior Holdings of Ejarabdarj. 

4, In later times of actual ufdrpation, 
but of outward refped for the old imperial 
rights, when any felt-created Soubahdar, in 
imitation of the L-ord Paramount, conferred 
fuch feudal polTdiions on an individual, 
yerfatjt in, and claiming rank with con lb- 
quence, from the ancient form of Moghul 
royalty, the grant could only be received 
under the bale tenure of I'a-ohhcdy, a 
contract, or Rjarah > a farm for years; 
thus in the Nis&amnt of Salabut Jung, when 
the Circar of Guntour was made over to his 
brother Bafalut Jung, whoalfo derived his 
honours and viceroyalty of Bcjupoor nomi¬ 
nally from the crown of Delhi, as the com- 
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fourcc of legitimate authority or gran¬ 
ule transfer was made in the manner 


of a Leafe, which having juft expi red at the 
period of the Company’s taking poffeftionof 
the other Circars , was continued by treaty 
with Nizam Air , on the lame footing of 
occupancy during the life of the incumbent 
under the denomination of a Jageer. 


It is to be understood of the divifiou of 
Akta, or alienated lands in general, as well 
as of that portion of the empire immediately 
dependant on the Khalfa, that the inferior 
MofuJJU adminiftration, in matters limply 
of interior police, or affecting the public 
revenue, was, with a few exceptions, ves¬ 
ted univerfaliy in Hindoo Zemindars, Choxv- 
dries , T'afookdars , Mocuddums , and the 
leffer Reyuts or peafantryh lometimes adting 
in a chain of fubot dination to each other in 
the rank we have placed them, fometimes 
Separately ; and there are inftances where 
the rights, jurifdidtion, and privileges, an¬ 
nexed to the higher of all thefe fubfidiary 
official diftindlions, expreffive of a landhol¬ 
ding or tenancy in the foil, were united in 
the fame per ions, in like manner as hath 
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en remarked with rclpeft to the lordly 
feudal tenures of the Moghul Ameers> the 
forms of which may have given rife to ana¬ 
logous ideas in the management of the fi¬ 
nances ; accordingly we find, in the Zemln- 
dary grant to the Company of the lands 
about Calcutta, inveftiture given, not only 
under the general more comprehenfive term, 
but alfo the Ipecial fubordiuate ones of 
Chow drain and Talookdary ; the one more 
particularly fignifying in the Hindoo lan¬ 
guage an inferior civil jurildi&ion; the 
latter, in the Arabic or Perfian, a dependant 
tenement or farm ufually afieflec! in Hin- 
doftanata fixed annual rent. 


CHAP. VII. 


Regulation of Coinage. 

Though ToorilAfullby thele regulations 
ascertained the legal fources, together with 
the amount of revenue proportioned to the 
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^rofs yearly produce of the country, and 
made the means of collection fubiervient to 
another objeCt of Government, which was 
the lupporc of a feudal military eflablifh ment, 
yet a gold and Jilver currency were {till 
wanting, to facilitate the operations of 
either department involving the receipts or 
difburfements of the royal treafury: ftrange 
as it may appear! before this period, the 
only coin in common life, in the fuppofed 
rich commercial empire of Hindoltan, was 
of copper y under the denomination of Pull- 
fiahy or jlioos ; fix teen of which were 
reckoned equal to a Tutika of bale filver, 
then iornetimes ftruck, but folely for the 
King’s ufe, in making the ufual prefents 
to foreign ambafladors, rewarding lingers, 
or the particular fervices of any of his 
nobles. Trade mutt, therefore, have been 
carried on chiefly by barter; the rents for 
the raoft part paid in kind, or fubjeCt to the 
fame tedious details, which might have 
been found lefs inexpedient in the ifiues of 
money for defraying the public expeiices* 
To remedy luch inconveniences and enlarge 
the circulation of fpecie, a new coin of 
the finer metals was introduced, and from 


thenceforth gold Mo burs » each of i r 
Mufti eh weight, worth nine Sicca Rupees of 
i r | Majbtby or about 7 dwts. 11 grains 
pure filver, each of thefe to be valued at 
forty Daunts , or Fe/oos of copper, every one 
of which to weigh, agreeable to the former 
ftandard, 21 Mtfjtb, were, fubftitued as the 
uuiverlal medium ofexchangeinall financial 
accounts and pecuniary tranladtions of the 
jftatc. Thefe ditferenf arrangements confi- 
derail feveraily, or as relative to the fimple 
objedl of revenue, comprehended the whole 
fcope of that lyftcm of political economy 
fo celebrated among the wife inftitutions of 
Akhar , as being the mo ft equitable and 
perfeft for the Government of a foreign 
conqucft, and ftill conftituting, after a 
laple of two hundred years, the ground 
work of the actual regulation in finance 
throughout the whole of Hiudoftan, and 
eflecmed the beft model to be adopted 
in future. 


CHAP. VII. 


Financial Syjlem of the Decan. 

In the Decan, although con fider able 
progrefs had been made by the Moghul 
arms, in the reduction of the four nearer 
Souhahs , from the very beginning of the 
feventcenth century ; it was not until the 
year 1654, in the reign of Shah Jchan, 
and under the aufpices of Moorjhed Kooli 
Khan , then Dew an of thefe fouthem coun¬ 
tries, that Fooril Mull's regulations were 
there introduced, and became thencefor¬ 
ward the Handing immutable law of the 
land. The original fcheme was fo fervilely 
copied on this occafion, that the only dif¬ 
ference lyeth in fome nominal diftin&ions, 
which are however worthy of notice, to 
prevent miftakes in tracing the genuine 
fource of the revenue fyflem eftablifhed in 
this great limb of the Moghul empire. The 
Perhan terms Dujloor ul Aumil , applied to 
the firft inHitutions, are changed for the 
o 
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Hindoo word Dhurah of the lame fignifica- 
tion, to exprefs the ordinations promulgated 
for the Government of the Decan. Jurnma 
Kaumify complete or more perfect alfeffment, 
is fubfiituted for the AJfd‘Toomar Jianma of 
proper Hindofhin : BagMt, or gardening, 
is applied to the finer, more laborious cul¬ 
ture, depending on the artificial fupply of 
water; and the provincial dialect of the 
fouth afforded the perlbnal titles Defmook, 
chief of a diflrift, and Dtfpandeab, its Bra- 
min recorder and accountant, in (bad of the 
more univeriai ones of Zemindar , or Crvry 9 
and Canon got, or public regifter. A filver 
and gold currency had been already long 
cflablilhed among the Decanee Hindoos. 
This advantage, perhaps, was derived from 
the early extenfive intercourfe in trade be¬ 
tween that people and the Perfians, or 
more recently the Arabians, to whom 
the ufe of a national coin had been known, 
near a thoufand years before; but whether it 
was borrowed from others, or originated 
in the country, it had been found inconve¬ 
nient, under the preceding Muffulmani 
Governments, to change that currency; and 
this may be the .reafon why I’coril MulP a 
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egtdation of the coinage was left out of 
he fyftem introduced by M. Khooh Khan. 

But as it has been already obferved, it 
vas not before the year 1687 that the 
loithern Circars , forming part of the Sou- 
>ah of Hydrabad , fell under the Moghul 
,-oke. It doth not appear that any altera* 
ion either in the amount of rent or mode of 
iflembling theie diftridfs, was introduced 
it the period of this revolution. The old 
valuation or ftandard of revenue as fixed, , 
ve have reafon to believe, on the firftefta- 
jlifliment of the Koottib Shahy, was trans¬ 
ferred to the imperial rent-roll of Alem- 
rfgr ; and the rule of Butt at y or equal divi¬ 
sion of the crop between Government and 
Its Reyuts, is continued exclufively and uni- 
serially, down to the prefent time, except 
in places where the unnatural unretrained 
appreffion of Zemindars has increafed the 
moiety demanded in behalf of the public 
from the peafantvy folely for private advan¬ 
tage. This Ample mode of rating lands 
for half their yearly produce, is derived 
from the .remoteft antiquity in different 
parts qf Hindoilan, and {fill invariably pre- 
o z . 
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vails in fuch countries as were left utlfub- 
dued by the Mahomedans, like Tanjore , 
where the ancient Indian forms of admiiiif- 
tion are, for the molt part, preferred entire; 
it will not, .therefore, be thought extraor-* 
djnary, that the fame cuflora lhould thus 
be the ground work of one fydem of finance, 
and enter largely .into the formation of 
another, eflablifhed under two contemporary 
or fucceflive dynaflies. of foreign Princes, 
obliged to conform through ignorance, po¬ 
licy, or nece/Hty, to the former ufage of 
the fame conquered people. Such, how¬ 
ever, is the fa£t; either the Cjr cars were 
fubjeil in the reign of the Koottib Shaky to 
firnilar regulations as had been infeicuted by 
*t\orilMull , or his copied, in the Decan , for 
the management of the Moghul revenue : 
or when they were annexed to the crown 
of Delhi , they neceflarilv and immediately 
fell under the general laws of the empire, 
which to this day authoritatively aicertain 
the nature and sources of the public 
fupplies to be conformable to the definition 
which we have endeavoured to fupport in 
difeufling this first general head of the 
fubjedd of prefeat confideration. 


CHAP. ix: 

Financial Syjlem of Bengal*. 

It may be neceliary, ia a a few words, 
to ftate the modification of Toorll Mull's 
iyjflcm in the lateft ilage of good native 
government in Bengal. 

In the early period of Mogul Government 
in Bengal, great part of the revenues were 
abforbed irv Jageers ; and in protecting the 
maritime parts from the ravage of th zMogs 
or Arakanere, aided by the Portuguese, who 
inhabited the port of Chulgong, aridhad been 
allowed, for pupofes of trade, to fettle at 
Houghly. The revenue continued in' this un~ 
productive Hate, in the reign of Shah jthan r 
when tb vJfuimileswcie encouragedtoinvade 
Bengal by boats down the river Brimahpoter; 

* This chapter is extra&ed from Mr. Grant'i 
Analffis of the revenues of Bengal, tranfmitted byr 
Sir fchnAPPhtrfon to the DiredVors and to the Board 
of Control, and notified to Parliament by motion of 
Mr. Greville in 1790, and the papers relative to 
this work and to Mr. Grant ’s appointment of tSV- 
rifhtadar f were then laid on the table of the Houfa 
of Commons. 
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at this time Sultan Sujah was appointed vice¬ 
roy of the Soubah ; he reformed the finance 
by a new afleflment, under the fame deno¬ 
mination and probably the lame plan of 
'Toaril Mull; and the rents appear to have 
been well paid after Sujah'$ overthrow by 
his brotht r AUmnGcer, and during his long 
and vigorous reign. 


The Emperor was engaged, during the 
lift 25 years of his reign, in wars in the 
Tie can, and committed his eaftern domi¬ 
nions to his grancll'on A%un id Shah, rather 
asan appendageof royalty than as a refourcc, 
and never demanded more than the efta- 
blifhcd rental : but as his exigencies re¬ 
quired pun&ual' payment, he bed owed the 
Uewannee on. Jiiffier Khan, who proved his 
ability and honeldy and firnuieis in vvith- 
ftandihg fuch mealures of tho Prince Sou- 
bahdar as feetned derogatory of the honour 
and interetl of the Sovereign ; his adraini- 
ftration makes the mod brilliant period of 
finance in Bengal, being the epoch of the 
faff and more ufeful reform in the Tuckfeem 
Jutnma , or diftributed aflelfmcnr propor¬ 
tioned to the capacity of each territorial 
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division, and fcrving to this day as the 
eftablifhed pradical rule of rating lands in 
Zemindary grants. 

Jafficr Khan was of Brahmin parents, 
bought by HugeShifia of Ifphahan, and there 
brought up with a Mahoniedan education ; 
on the death of his patron, he returned to 
the Decan,, and was employed by Alluni - 
geer, fir ft in the Dewamice of Hyderabad 
and in the Dewannee of the Soubah of Ben¬ 
gal, in which he was fupported, notwith- 
ifcanding complaints preferred by prince 
Azeen ul Shah, juft before the Emperor’s 
death, in 1707, and fupported himfelf 
through the fuceeehing reign of Bahadur 
Shah , On the acceflion of Furrockfeer , in 
1713, and the vacancy of the Nizamut , 
“Jaffier Khan purchafed it with the afliifance 
of Jaggut Seat the banker, for himfelf, with 
the titie of Motemun ul Moelk Alaou Dow- 
lab /IJJidJung. He moved the feat of Go¬ 
vernment from Dacca, or Jehanger Nagur, 
to Moorfiedabad, as being more centrical, 
and fat on foot an Hujlabood inveftigation 
particularly in Satagong and the interior di- 
flrids, and laid aftde, as ufelefs and expen- 
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:ffeutial checks of the Sovereign 
uuu delegate. To render this period 
o fun novation more intelligible, 


The revenue could only be realifed 
through the agency of certain officers, 
chiefly Hindoos, denominated Krcries. Ze¬ 
mindars, or Cbawdries , who were the 
principal farmers, and appointed collectors 
of imperial rents, and who f'uperintended 
more or fewer Pergunnahs , according to 
the favour or confidence Ihewn to thefe 
agents. 


While the Toomar Jumtna Padjhahy was 
regularly levied, the Nabobs confined their 
iurplus exactions to Ample Nazzeranabs, 
or prefents: but when they became per¬ 
manent fources of fupply, firft brought 
about \njaffierKhans administration, when 
his power as Nazim mcreafed on the de¬ 
cline of the Moghul’s, the constitution was 
violated, and a fy item of violence, oppreifion 
and peculation eftablifhed, in room of the 
equity of Akbar 's or the Moghul fy ftem. 


Zemindaries were unequally divided for 


the purpofe of concealing the amount of 
receipts; and this was allot her meafure of 
Jaffier Khan ; bat the mode of exaction of 
viceroyal afleflments by Zemindary jurif- 
diCHons, was only properly eftablifhediu the 
government of his fucceilbr S'ujah, in 17 . 0. 
Thefe alienations of fovereign rights were 
alfooppreffive to the peafantry, though the 
amount collected in the whole was fhort of 
the original dues to the exchequer ftated at 
iof the produce of the foil; and in diftr j<5b 

where the deficiency m exchequer accounts 
appears raoft glaring, the peafantry are 
molt burthened, though the furplus of col¬ 
lected rents is commuted for private dou¬ 
ceurs under the head Serin gamy, or Sehundy 
expences, fraudulently withheld from the 
public treafury. 

The degree in which the divifion was 
varied, will appear by comparing the impe¬ 
rial divifion in the Ayecn Akbary ; and of 
Mahomed Shah , 1722; in r. 73, Cir- 
cars , and 682 Purgunnahs, or letter Mhah, 
or uiftriCts, rated nearly at 1 Crore 7 Lacks’ 
in 1722, the fame Circar divifion was 
kept up in the Khalfa , to be traufmitted to 
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elhi,y. t being thou git too fmall or ex- 
penilve, they were compounded into 
13 Chucklahs, or more extenfne Fouge~ 
dary Governments. While the leiTer dif- 
trid'ts were increafed to 1 66c, with an efta* 
blilhed rental of i (.'rare and near 40 Lacks 
of Rupees. This was the la ft royal distri¬ 
bution of territory in Bengal, and is the 
g'round work of the AujU Toomar Jumma 
of the whole country, egregioufly miftaken 
for the original rent-roll eftabliihed by 
Toorii AL II. An abftrad, as arranged in 
Chucklahs, is exibited in the plan for Settle¬ 
ment *; if the particulars had been com¬ 
municated, it would have prevented Mr. 
Francis’s miftake f. 


* Original Minutes, page 167. 
f He drew' much argument in favour of his opi¬ 
nion on iln; affertion, that the ccinparifon of the 
Lcomar Jnmma of 7 soril Mull, as fixed by Akbar in 
1573, with that of Sujab Khan in 172?, proved the 
latter feven Lacks lower than the former. Whereas 
it is demon ft?*tod to have been 31 Lacks more . for 
the whole lands of OrtJJa were annexed to Bengal, 
and are included in the Aujtl Tccmar jfumma of Ak¬ 
bar ; and the Tuckfccm of Sujab Khan includes 
only a fmall part of OviJJh, viz. the Chucklahs of 
H’JiUie and Balafare, 


Under the different periods of viceroyal 
management, to the final overthrow of the 
Moghul, it is demonftrated by Mr. Grant, 
that the colledlions and private exa&ions 
were levied according to an uniform fyftc-m, 
and not exceeding in amount the l of the 
produce; that CaffvnAlly brought thefe cufro- 
mary defalcations to the public credit, and 
his exactions did not exceed that proportion. 

But at the aera of the acquifitlon of the 
Dewannee, in 1765, by the Company, the 
ancient forms of keeping the revenue ac¬ 
counts regularly in different DuJIers, with 
a certain knowlege of the value of lands or 
capacity of farmers, were firff laid afide ; 
then the prefeript rule of railing the public 
fupply by proportional afleffment, in addi¬ 
tion to the ancient rent-roll, was overturned; 
then a fallacious fvftem of finance and ma¬ 
nagement was fabricated to impofe on the 
inexperienced Sovereign, and above all, the 
delufive idea of Amplification by confolida- 
tion of the ancient 'Toomar Jumma , and 
various permanent Aboabs, in yearly Zc- 
mlndary fettlements, founded on no fixed 
iiandard of certain exa&ion as formerly. 


introduced infinite confufion chiefly to 
cover a defalcation, which will appear to 
have exifled, by comparing the Jam- 
mabundy of A t. R. Khan, as Naib De~ 
wan to the Company, (the abftradt of 
which is entered on the journals of the 
Houfe of Commons, April, 1767,) with 
the abflradl of CoJJim Aii, lources of finance, 
annexed to Mr, Francis’s plan of fettlemcnt, 
which is complete except in two articles 
Sair, in the Juffil, which is altogether 
omitted ; and ‘Towfeer, or increafe on Ja- 
geers, in great part omitted. 

The iofs of revenue, however, is not fo 
ferioufly felt as the iofs of a ..fixed jiandard 
to limit the fupplies, which in a Govern¬ 
ment like Bengal, is doubly felt, and de- 
ftru&ive if not checked. The fenfeof this 
want will explain the firft meafures purfued 
under the moll enlightened adnainiflrations 
of our days to afeertain the principles of 
management and eftablilh a permanent 
ftandard of aflefifment in 1769 ; which, 
if purfued as vigoroufly as it w r as begun, 
would have dilcloled the chicanery of inte- 
refted natives. Such alfo, in 1773, was 
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of the Committee of Circuit, by 
its intAe&ual and deftrudtive mode of let- 
ting lands by public 1'ale to the higheft bid¬ 
der, in violation of the conftitutional forms 
of the ZtmlrJary agency. To the fame 
mufi be attributed the Amteny fcheme of 
iyy 6 , the leading feature of which was a 
permanent moderate quit rent; and Mr. 
Grant adds, the hints now thrown out, if 
then known, would have favcd all the 
expenfive experiments, and fruitlefs de¬ 
viations from the Ample path to all the 
dcfiderata of financial knowledge; but he 
little imagined that another modification of 
the old fyftem, which gave up every invcf- 
tigation, would fuperfede a plan which he 
bad, with lo much labour, arranged and 
begun in Bengal, when Sir John Shore re¬ 
turned at the head of the revenue depart¬ 
ment, under Earl Cornwallis, with full 
powers, and other plans of finance. 
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CHAP. IX, 

Mode of Settlement., 

The mode of fettling the J ummabundy 
by annual agreements, is derived from the 
highefl- antiquity in all parts of Hindoftan, 
and srif s neceflarily from the local ckr 
cumftarices of the country, joined to the 
character of its inhabitants. The fre¬ 
quency of revolutions in government, va¬ 
riations in the fate of population, from 
the too-often.%experienced calamities of 
war, pedilence, or famine, and perpetual 
changes in the produce of agriculture, oc~ 
cafioned by inundations, drought, or any 
irregularity of the fealbns, mull require 
inevitably a. periodical valuation of the 
lands : while the poverty of a people of the 
feweft poffible wants, where nature is molt 
profile in yielding all the nece/Taries of life; 
their factitious fimplicity in diet, under 
the fevered rules of a flubborn frith, which 
dill farther reduces the price of labour, and 
increafes, of courfe, the indigence of the 


peasantry; added to the policy of keeping 
the Zemindars, or intermediate agents of 
the flare, poor, whofe idle ufe in fociety is 
confined to the exercife of their civil em¬ 
ployments, who are taught through the 
fuperilkion ov chicanery of their priefts to 
con fide r the concealment of wealth as the 
flrfl of religious duties, whole fortunes 
therefore could not be brought into circu¬ 
lation, uftlefs in the execution of fchemes 
of ambition, either by direct treafon or cor¬ 
ruption, for the deftruftion of that govern¬ 
ment from which they derive their poiiti- 
tical exigence; — while, we repeat, the 
uni verbal irremediable poverty of fqch a 
people, partially and very moderately fa¬ 
voured by commercial benefits, pafltve in 
their natures, uuinduilrious from circucn- 
ftances of fituation, or the charms of a 
paftoral life, which eludes contribution for 
the fupportof civil fociety, renders a yearly 
fettleroent of the revenue, unavoidable, 
and however inconvenient it. may be in cx- 
tenfive dominions, ruled by a few indivi¬ 
duals, highly expedient, as the fliorteft term 
that can be prelcribed. The only fource 
of Indian wealth in general, excepting 
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the confined, though daily increafing, trade 
with E.urope, exclusively enjoyed within 
the circle of the Britifh pofleflions, is ter¬ 
ritorial property; of which the value is 
low, in proportion as the natural fertility 
of foil, and genial influence of climate, are 
greater than in other countries: but local 
circumftances, originating in the religion, 
government, genius, and habits oi the na- 
tiv es, depreciate fo far this Angle revolving 
fund of riches, that even indigenous flares, 
deriving ft cm it alone their means of flip - 
port, have been forced to exclude interme¬ 
diate proprietory interefls, and, inflead of 
railing the public fupplies by an European 
fyflem of taxation, have been neceflitated 
to claim the landlord’s proportion cf the 
yearly harvefts, and enter into all the trou- 
blefome detail of immediate interior ma¬ 
nagement on the variable foundations ot a 
temporary fettlement ol territorial rent. 
Foreign rulers poffeffing by the violent 
rights of conqueft a country under fuch 
circumftances, and whofe wants are not li¬ 
mited to the Ample exigencies of internal 
defence, but involved in the complex ope¬ 
rations of a diflant mighty Empire, the 
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reverb of Hindoftaii in opulence, 
power, civilization, or particular mtereffs, 
may find tbemfelves compelled, as lords of 
the land, to exaft a larger lhare of its year¬ 
ly produce from the tenantry; but it is 
impoflible they can relax in the eftablifhed 
demands of their predecellors, or fubfritute 
any other adequate iburce of revenue, with¬ 
out fiippofing an alteration in the date of 
affairs greatly beyond the perception of hu¬ 
man forefight. The flock of exiting pro¬ 
ductive wealth, together with the public 
fupplies derived from it, depending on, 
and being thus limited to, the pecuniary 
returns of a jingle revolution of the harvefl: 
feafon, all operations in finance muft have 
the fame temporary bounds, fubjeCt to ge¬ 
neral principles, reduced into a iyjfiem,, of 
which, the luperior excellence confiils • 
in the efficacy of mutual checks on perfio- 
na't agency, or the Amplification of forms, 
accounts, and interior management. Ha¬ 
ving already described the fundions and 
relative powers of the different officers of 
Moghul government within the Circars, the 
next progreflive inquiry leads to a fliort re¬ 
cital of the efiabiifiaed mode of proceeding, 

p 



realizing the Jumtnabundy » 
me nr of the lands, and the 
after explaining the. 
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CHAP X. 


Fufiltee, or I-larvcJi Year. 

The Fi/Jillee is only a continuation of the 
Hegirah or lunar epoch, by folar cal¬ 
culation from the beginning of Akbars 
reign in Hindojlau , or of fucceeding Moghul 
conquefls in the Decan. The FufilJte, or 
harvell year, in the Soubah of Hy dr aba a 
to the north of the Ktjha, and in the dr¬ 
ear of Guniour to the fouth, commences on 
the 35th of September, and is of courfe 
fclar, though founded on a lunar epoch 
through MuHulman bigotry or ignorance. 


From the time of Akhar it had been 
cuftomary forcibly to introduce the Hegi- 
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wherever the Moghul arms could com¬ 
mand a tributary acknowledgment of fupe- 
riority, without refle&ing, perhaps, on 
the almoft immediate deviation of llyle 
which mull enfue, from the necelFity of 
computing. time agreeable to the invariable 
periods of the leafons. Accordingly, when 
Shah Jehan, in the year 1045 df the MahO* 
medatl era, enforced the reading of the 
Khothah in his own name throughout the 
dominions of Abdullah Koolub Shah, tnat 
lunar period was then eftablifhed ; but ha¬ 
ving been fince continued by folar calcula¬ 
tion, a difference of near five years has al¬ 
ready arifen between the two methods of 


reckoning in the Cire an. 


Thus we may make the revenue compu ¬ 
tation reckoned from the beginning of Ak- 
har s reign, being the 962 o c Mahomedan 
era, to correfpond with any fubfequent year 
of Bengal , or by the addition of an unit, 
with that introduced in the adjoining Scu- 
bafo, on account of the late commence¬ 
ment of the Rubbi fealhn, and alto of its 
near approach to the beginning of 963 of 
the Hegirah, from which the Aumilee year 
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>^ofthe provinces is to be reckoned. In except 
tion to this general rule, in the diftri&s of 
Chittagong , anciently dependant on the 
ft ate of Aral; an, though the conftrudHon 
and the monthly terms tiled there, anftwer 
in every refpeft to the formation of the 
Bengamh, yet the numerary of Chittagong 
is forty-five lefts, and therefore, if there 
he not an anachroniftm in the calculation, 
muft be founded on fame other religious 
or civil epoch peculiar to the country, and 
not founded on any period of the Maho- 
rnedan calculation. 


In Bengal * there are peculiarities as to 
the period of renewing agreements. The 
Khereef or grand harveft is rice, being the 
•natural produce of low 'lands, abundantly 
watered by tropical rains in the ftummer 
folftice. The fujdlee year commences 
with this feafon, and has been adjufted to 
the beginning of the civil year of the Hin¬ 
doos, on the firft of Byjack , anfwering to 


* The part of this chapter peculiarly applicable to 
Bengal is extracted from Mr. Grant’s Analyfu of the. 
Revenue of Bengal. 
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nth of April; and two mouths arc 
allowed to elapfe afterward for the conve¬ 
nience of Zemindars and officers of Govern¬ 
ment to clofe their accounts, adjuft ba¬ 
lances, and conclude new encashments 
with the Detvan, the Sovereign’s repreteu- 
tative at the Pooneak. 

In the neighbouring SoUbahs of OriJJa 
and Bahar, where the foil is high, and the 
climate lefs moifir, therefore productive of 
drier grains, with exception of a few dif- 
trifts of OriJJa now annexed to Bengal., 
the Velaitee Autmlle , or financial year, com¬ 
mences at the autumnal equinox; and with 
the Iced time of the Rabbi or fpring har- 
veft, forms an equal divifion of the annual 
revolution of the Fufulee year. 



CHAP. XI. 


Forms of Settlement . 

i. Cowle to the Zemindar. 

Previous to the fettlement generally 
at the letting in of the rains in June, a 
Cowle, or affurance of being continued ano¬ 
ther year in the collection of the public 
rents, is feat to the Zemindars, as head 
farmers, to fecure their influence in pro¬ 
moting and quickening the ordinary pro- 
cels of cultivation. It ferns impofiible for 
Government to enter into a minuter detail 
of management than through the interme¬ 
diate agency of thefe native officers : the 
appointment of Zemindars with local rights 
and privileges, which eminently diflinguifh 
them among the lower clafs of peafantry, 
and raile them near the level of landholders 
in other countries, fully anfwered the end 
of their, original inftitution; they have 
been continued by fucceflive rulers, and 
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be found to be the only good purpofc 
anfwered in adopting fo much of the Mo¬ 
ghul policy, notwitbranding the practice 
which hath been fubftituted of letting out 
to temporary farmers thofe lands denomi¬ 
nated Hav/IIeCy fuppofed to comprehend 
the whole rightful territory appertaining 
to the ftate. 


2. Preparatory Accounts. 

At feed-time, the Koolcurmes, or village 
accomptants, are, in the next place, di¬ 
rected to afeertain the quantity of ground 
in tillage, with either the real amount or 
eftimate of the grain fown; which Toot- 
hem Rezl they do with a minute exaCtnefs, 
though rather in the view of preventing 
any fallacious reprefentations for claims of 
remiffion on the plea of cafualties than to 
value the future harveft. This grand pre¬ 
paratory operation is performed in confe- 
quence of another fpecial writ to the fame 
inferior officers, diftinguifhed in Telinga 
by the word Anchunna, which feems to 
be a corruption of two Perfian adverbs, 
fignifying “ there ” is “ fo much ” but in 
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proper Hindoftan it is better underldood by 
the Arabic term Kool, applied to ripened 
corn, when about the month of November 
fueh valuation is ordered to be made, of 
the two great crops in the ground, con- 
{diluting the Khereef and Rubbi harvelts. 

3. Convention of Zemindars. 

At this important crifis the Zemindars, 
when mold impatient to reap the fruits of 
their induldry or ambitious care, are furn- 
moned to renew their agreements with the 
Government. It is a mildaken notion that 
the bulinefs of the ieafon mull be impeded 
by the abfence of thefe people; the very 
reverie is oftener the cafe : tlniy are, for 
the mold part, all over Hindofdan, and in 
the Circars, with the exception of one or 
two individuals, wholly incapable of tian- 
fading affairs of fuch magnitude as of late 
years have been left to their management, 
and are therefore in a {date of tutelage to 
feme crafty, deligning, inferior agents, 
who forward their own felfifh views, or 
maintain their.confequence, by feeding the 
vanity of their ignorant employers with 
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of princely grandeur, and too fre- 
cjuendy with fchemes of independance, 
under the p relumed inability or negligence 
of any ruling adminiftration, added to the 
certainty of incurring no refponfibility 
while they hold no oftenfible office, and 
are perfonally unknown. Accordingly the 
Zernindarles of women and of minors have 
always been found the hell regulated inter¬ 
nally, and the mold profitable to the public, 
fimply bee a life the agency is united with 
refponfibility in the fame individuals ; who 
are fubjedl to control in proportion to the 
inferiority of their pretenfions, and who, 
moreover, from the general depravity of 
manners in Hindoftan, may be emulous of 
recommending themielves to the favour of 
Government, in the finifier view of being 
continued in the management, to the pre¬ 
judice of, or, in the end, perhaps, to .he 
utter exclufion of, their former principals. 
Whether, then, a Jurnmabundy be conclu¬ 
ded on the fpot, or elfewhere, by the re¬ 
moval of Zemindars to any indefinite dif- 
tance from their refpeflive refidences, ex- 
clufive of the fmall perfonal expence which 
it is poffible for Hindoos to incur beyond 
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e hire of a pageant retinue, is a matter of 
very little confequence to the public inte- 
rufts; and thole of the Prince call only be 
affected more or lefs in proportion to the 
degree of intelligence, vigour, or probity, 
tvith which his delegates are nowfuppofed to 
proceed, in thus bringing the revenue fot- 
tlement to a dole. 


4. Settlement. 

All the fuperior officers of Government, 
and more efpecially the Dejpandeahs , being 
aftembled in the Deivanny Cutchery, the 
fir ft, raoft important, indi fpen fable account. 
Called for by the -lumildar , or President* 
is, the Jumna Katun:!, or complete afield- 
xnent of the Decan. The principles on 
which this original rent-roll •, to give a more 
prscife idea of it, was formed, have already 
been explained ; as in like manner have its 
intended ufes; which were, in the begin- 
»i ig, to regulate the two grand divifions 
of the country into Kbalfa and Jageer lands, 
by aicertaining the grofs value of either, 
for immediate purposes or finance or poli¬ 
tical arithmetic; and ultimately, by jjjra- 


Actual fylftematical progrefs in eili mating ac¬ 
curately the full dues of the Exchequer, 
as proportioned to the whole amount of 
territorial produce, to form an invariable 
Jiandard of revenue, which fltoukl be at 
once an effectual check on the mdft corrupt 
intermediate agency, as well to prevent 
public defalcations, as any encroachment 
on the private rights of the Reyuts. But 
fuch progreffive improvement was contrary 
to the genius of eaftern governments, and 
never could be effected under the rule of 
arbitrary diftant delegation. Neverthelefs, 
the ancient rental of the Kootub Shahy , in¬ 
corporated with the Jumma Kaumil , near 
a century fince, imperfect as it is, when 
compared to the prefent circumftauces of 
the country, is yet abiolutely neceffary in 
the formation of a fettlement in the C/rears , 
particularly to the fouth of the Goadavere , 
as exhibiting the only-authoritative account 
extant and in ufe, made from an actual 
furvey, of the local fubdivifions, number 
of villages, quantity of ground in, or ca¬ 
pable of, cultivation, together with the 
eftimated territorial produce in money, ac¬ 
cording to the eftablifhed rule of Buttai. 


lo remedy the defedh of this antiquated 
rent-roll, the Defpandeahs, or Zetnmdan, 
are next called on for the IluftabooJJumma, 
or comparative account of the former and 
attual iources of revenue, (hewing the to¬ 
tal increafed valuation of the lands, whe¬ 
ther real by improvements or fi&itious by 
a redu&ion in the price of fpecie ; the va¬ 
riations produced by calualties in the date 
of the country; new appropriations, or 
extinction of Jageers , affe&ing more or lefs 
the KhaJjii portion of territory ; together 
with the amount of new imports, fuels as 
the Alihratta Chout ", citabliflncd in feme 

# The Mahratta Chout, or fourth, demanded by 
thefe people from countriesto which they could extend 
their predatory empire, in imitation of the Rebha of 
the Moghuls, was fometimes levied by Muffulman go¬ 
vernments from their Jageerdars , to indemnify the 
public for real or pretended exactions paid in grofs and 
at once to the Mahrattas in lieu of fucli a proportional 
tax on the revenue ; as in the ScuhJj of Hydrabad, 
■where the Nizam 'aflefles all his Jageerdars for the full 
Chout of their territorial income, though the whole fmn 
ftipulated to be paid to the Mahrattas annually on this 
account for the province entire, has been invariably 
fixed at one lack of rupees from the time of the firll 
Nizam, 
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rulers, than the fraudulent practices of 
Zemindars , in withholding their Hate col¬ 
lections made in behalf of government. 
Had the profits arifing from inch contin¬ 
gent fources of flip ply, in a long (erics of 
yearly agreements., been applied, as origi¬ 
nally intended, to accumulate, or really 
complete the Handing rent-roll, which fell 
lo Ihort of perfection under the delufive 
Peril an epithet of Katimil, little now would 
remain to be learnt on the luhject of Indian 
finance ; and the bufinefs of fettlement be¬ 
ing reduced almoft to a fimple form, might, 
without any material prejudice, be tranlac- 
ted in Leadenhall Street, as well as at Ma- 
fulipatam, through the fuperior agency of 
Knglifh collectors, under luitable appoint¬ 
ments and regulations. But here lay the 
grand defeCt of Muflulman adminiitration, 
deeply rooted in the conftitrtiou of un¬ 
checked violent delpotifm, and in the de¬ 
praved natures of the native inhabitants or 
Hindoftan : and in coaficjeration of a Nuz- 
zeranaky or prefent, greater or fmaller ac¬ 
cording to the proportion of the intelli¬ 
gence or power of the Aumlklar to the 
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ahic of the favour, the knowledge derived 
from the Hujiabood thus generally pervert¬ 
ed to felfifh putpoles, remained in. petto 
the future productive fource of his private 
benefit. 


In compliance, however, to the cufto- 
mary forms, the Zemindar is now ordered 
to produce the Dad Bundobujl , or an ac¬ 
count of his particular agreements with in¬ 
ferior farmers of the diltriCt, attefied by 
the Canongoes. This fub-rent-roll fhould 
b - the counterpart, or rather a verification, 
of the Hal hackikut , or prefent ft ate of re¬ 
venue as exhibited in the Hujiabood, formed 
from the actual fubordinate fettlements of 
the current year, or collections of the kit, 
for the whole Zemindary , inclufive of 
KhalJ'a and alienated lands; and which, 
with the Koot , the Tookhem or ac¬ 
count of feed fown, the Hujiabood and 
Jumma Kaumil ., might be fuppofed fuffi- 
cient to afeertain the grofs receipts, or Go¬ 
vernment s (hare of the full produce of the 
country, were it not for the baleful influ¬ 
ence of Mahomedan ad minift ration in cor¬ 
rupting the whole chain of intermediate 
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; the Kharidge Jumma , or 
ta! appropriations of Jageer> Altum~ 
gha, and charitable donations to Bramins, 
and the Khurcha Moffujil , or charges of i i- 
terior management, were dill wanting to 
form the Jejh-khees, or .net Jummabundy of 
the Reyuts actually to be paid into the 
public treafmy; the Kharidge Jumma 
would fince the commencement: of Britilh 
rule, be reduced to a very fmall compafs, 
if fuc.h enormous fraudulent fequeftratious 
as of iate years have taken place, by the 
collufion of Zemindars and Defpandeaks , 
were, as in right they ought to be, relu¬ 
med ; and the latter Khurcha Moffujil , in¬ 
cluding the Ruffooms and Savermns of the 
fuperior native officers, with the petty al¬ 
lowances of the Choker an , or inferior ler- 
vants, was, during proper management, 
little more than a li tuple memorandum of 
about fourteen per cent, to be deducted 
from the amount of their actual collections; 
inllead of which the prodigious defalcations 
of modern times, particularly under the 
new, dangerous, and unwarrantable article 
of Sthundy , when allowed to the Zemindars , 
a dired abridgement of the Prince’s mod 
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eflential exclufiVe right to command and 
pay the whole armed force of the country, 
will be found to make this account of 
charges the mod voluminous and impor¬ 
tant to boo examined, as being literally and 
truly the Jinking fund of near one half of the 
ftipulated known dues of the public Exche¬ 
quer, perverted in its application, to the 
intended dcflxuftion of, inftead of relief 
to, that {late, within which it is annually 
formed. 

On a {hurt review of thefe various mate¬ 
rials for forming an adequate fummabundy , 
and which, though more hidden or diffi- 
pated, mull {till exift, and may be found, 
as well under an Englifh Government as 
that of a French or Moorifb, the work 
might be fuppofed quickly terminated with 
no lefs juflnefs than facility; but whether 
from the innate chicanery of the people ; 
or that a propenfity to cvaliou was the ne- 
ceflary conlequeuce of undue exa&ions, 
under the tyranny of one adminiftration ; 
or received encouragement from the infuf- 
ficiency of public demands through the ig¬ 
norance of another; it generally happened 
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at the. Zemindars, by various concealed 
arts and fpeeious pretences, retarded the 
conclufion of the fettlementa whole month, 
by adopting the ufual cant of farmers, ol 
being over- rated in their rents; and they 
never failed to urge an abatement, however 
low the afleflrnent might be propofed, if 
it fell ihort of the equitable medium 
due, which at once betrayed a want of 
knowledge in the agent of fjovernment 
refpedling the value of the territory to 
be let. 


5. Settlement with Reyuts through the Ze¬ 
mindar or Ameen. 

During this treaty, if the proper feafori 
for reaping the harveft was likely to ex¬ 
pire, then the Dumbalah Derou , or ultimate 
order to this effeft, was iffued to the Rey¬ 
uts-, but if, during the time the crop might 
be permitted without damage to lye on the 
ground, the Zemindars could not be brought 
to an agreement, the only alternative 
left was, to fufpetid their authority and 
depute Ameens or Tahfeeldars , being the 
proper and more immediate officers of the 


Irate, to replace the Zemindar in the minute 
interior management of the collections. 


This oecafianally necefljsry fufpehfion 
might have imprefled on Britifh rulers the 
benefit and political expediency of train¬ 
ing up a certain number of Europeans in 
the knowledge of the country languages, 
of the finances, and, above all, of the cha¬ 
rters of the people, to be acquired only 
by local experience or the exercile of pro¬ 
vincial employments, in whom the gene¬ 
ral i'uperintendance and colledforihip of an 
extenlive diltriCl might fafelv be con¬ 
fided. In former times, Mahomedans 
nolle fling all requifue qualifications were 
readily found among that race of men 
now barbaroufly ignorant, yet the Superior 
vmiverfal depravity of their natures, when 
compared with the Hindoos, together with 
a flavifh dependance on the delegated chief, 
rendered them always wholly unfit to a£fc 
in the capacity of fupervifors for public dif- 
interefted purpofes; and in the Circurs, du¬ 
ring the freer and more enlightened admi- 
niftration of the French, under Bujfy , 
it appeared as if a national virtue in- 
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duced the gentlemen in power, even 
while expeflants thetnfelves of the united 
Subordinate rule of all the Circars , at once 
to felect a fyllern which inn ft necef- 
farily leffen the authority and emoluments 
of any one man inclined to follow the ra¬ 
pacity of his predeceffors, by diflufing local 
knowledge, and participating influence 
among intelligent honourable European 
agents, inftead of employing the more fer- 
vile, mercenary natives of the country, 
who are only faithfully fecret in the buu- 
nefs of corruption when favourable to their 
own private interefts, yet a tranfitory do¬ 
minion of fix years did not admit of much 
experimental proof in the advantages of' a 
multiplied European luperintendance. It 
very rarely happened at any time that Ze¬ 
mindars were deprived of the management 
of the current revenue of their diftriels 
when their oilers did not fall greatly ihort 
of the ascertained valuation of annual pro¬ 
duce, and when they could give T'ceps, 
or the promiftbry notes of Soucars , bankers, 
or other fubftantial monied men in advance, 
for about two thirds of the net yummabunJy 
At which they might be rated, and are now 
CL2 
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fuppofed to acquiefce in, on or before the’ 
ift of January, being the uttnoft time that 
can, accordin ', to cuftom, or with iafety 
be. admitted of, for the final adjuflment of 
fuch periodical fettleoaeivts* 

Teeps. 

Thefe Tceps are tire heft collateral fecu-' 
nty which can he obtained by Government 
for the payment of the public rents when 
colleded by native officers from the Reyuts : 
they may farther be confidered an anticipated 
fource of fupply, as well as affording to the 
jftate a neceffuy and political control over 
the monied and mercantile interefls, in cafe 
of interior or foreign commotions ; indeed 
the natural influence which fuch pecuniary- 
obligations give to the Soucars in dire ding 
the condud of Zemindars, joined to the 
dre id of privateMofles from the cafualties of 
civil war, have often been the means of 
preferving inward tranquillity, when all 
other reftraints on a daring rebellious fpirit 
might have proved ineffedual: exclulive 
of this political confideration, the accep¬ 
tance of Tceps is founded in neceffity. 
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The real or liaitlous poverty of the Hin 
<3 00 pea la at ry is, and mud ever be, fuch. 



under the influence' of their own peculiar 
rites and habits, that, in order to carry on 
the common operations of hufhandry, in 
places where the culture is Ample and of 
the meaneft kind, as in the Ctrca r s, they 
find it expedient at the different feafons to 
borrow money, at high intereft, in pro¬ 
portion to the rifquc incurred by the lender, 
and never under two per cent, per menfem , 
agreeable to the inftitutions of Akbar , and 
by one known general rule over the whole 
Moghul empire, exprefled by the Arabic 
term T'Ackavee. The Zemindars^ through 
whom this aid is ufually obtained, have 
(till greater occafipn, on their own account 
as merchants, rather titan in their proper ca¬ 
pacity of principal farming laud-holders, 
to make ufe of and extend a credit with 
their Hindoo Bankers. As agents for the 
ftate, they are put in poffeflion of the public 
fhare of the annual produce of the country, 
divided with the Reyuts , at a very moderate 
pecuniary valuation; but, that flubboru 
propenfity to parflnaony, chicanery, and 
xefrattorinefs, which fo notorioufly charatp 
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i'/es them, would make it extremely un- 
’e to tnift in their hands fb much pro¬ 
perty without feme previous fecurity; for 
the moil probable confequences to be ex¬ 
pected would be, a lecretion or collufive 
difllpation of the revenue, which nothing 
but pcrfonal fear, imprifonment, or torture, 
could bring into the treafury : at the fame 
time to touch a depofit of hidden wealth, 
though with the manifeft advantage of fa- 
ving an exorbitant mterefl: for money bor¬ 
rowed, they would deem facrilegious; this 
hoard muft be eternally increaflng, and can¬ 
not admit even of temporary diminution, 
in making profitable loans, nor in enjoy¬ 
ing it as a full recompence of honed 
and meritorious conduhl ; it becomes, 
therefore, neceflary firfh to mortgage the 
current crop of the, feafon to luch per¬ 
sons as have given the collateral fecurity of 
their Tceps Lo Government, and then to 
participate with them the benefit arifing 
from rhe l’ales, as an indemnification for the 
rifque of flakeing their credit, or the in¬ 
convenience of making the flipulated ad¬ 
vances to the flatc. It is chiefly this intri¬ 
cate though neceflary mercantile operation 
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ich would render a minuter detail of 
management: than by the permanent inter¬ 
mediate agency of Zemindars., if not im- 
pofiible without lofs, at lead ineligible to 
any ruling adminidration ; yet it mud; |p 
con felled that the power which it gives 
to thefe petty tyrants to opprefs the poor, 
edablilh monopolies, or withhold the re- 
quifite fupplies of grain from the provincial 
troops when on fervice, moll frequently 
in the view of being better enabled to fur- 
nidi the enemy, is often productive of the 
greated inconveniences: but as a local vi¬ 
gorous iuperin ten dance might, in a great 
meafure, corrcdb this evil, it is only prin¬ 
cipally to be regretted that fome fhare of 
the enormous profits derived from the 
transfer, and fale of the annual territorial 
produce, by the Zemindars , in their mercan¬ 
tile capacities, cannot be brought into cir¬ 
culation, or by any means be rendered be¬ 
neficial to the public.. 


(>. Kidbundy Periods of Payment. 

Having thus brought the Jummakundy 
to a dole, and fecured the payment of two 
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thirds of the amount by Kijs, or monthly 
inflalments, let us follow the ufual procefs 
of the year in realizing the remainder of 
the ftatcd revenue to the final adjustment 
o^accounts. The 30th of April, corref- 
ponding nearly with the termination of the 
moll general civil year of the Hindoos, 
and concluding the periodical leafon in 
■which the returning dilpatches for Europe 
may be made with convenience, has been 
with great propriety fixed on for balancing 
the books of the Clrcars ; but it is from 
the 31ft of Auguit to the end of the Fti- 
fxlke , that the accounts are ultimately fet¬ 
tled with the farmers-general of the govern¬ 
ment lands. In die latter of thefe periods, 
the Foonafs , or final), grain harveft, the 
third and laft annual crop being reaped, 
enables the Reyuts , to fulfil their engage¬ 
ments with the fuperior renters, who are 
therefore at this time debited with the re¬ 
maining portion of their Jummabundy y and 
required finally to liquidate their balances. 
On the 24th of September, the expiration 
of the revenue year, a general statement 
called the "jumma 4 Va§tl-Bauly, lhewing 
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the amount, receipts, and balances of, or ori 
account of the current fettlement, is drawn 
out by the head accomptant from the MoJ~- 
fujfil , or timilar detailed provincial docu¬ 
ments figned by the Zemindars, atteftcd 
and recorded by the Canongoe , which, after 
having gone through the critical examina¬ 
tion of'many different auditors, is deposited 
in the Khalfa Dufter , to ierve as a bafis for 
the ''fummabundy of the fucceeding year. 

ft was ufual under the Moorilh adminif- 
tration at the filial fettlement, for the Ait* 
mildar , or colle&or-generai, as well in his 
own julhfieation as to remove every pof- 
fible pretence for future deficiencies, to 
produce a writing under the denomination 
of a Muchulca-ne-daruJ. , figned jointly by 
the Deftnooks and Defpomieahs , and pur¬ 
porting that they have not , in the way of 
bribery or otherwife, paid a {ingle Daunt 
to the agent of Government betides what 
is l'pecitied in the public account of re¬ 
ceipts. 




7- Knavery of Balances* 

i he arduous talk of recovering! fuch ba- 
j-'iiccs as appeared to be due on the ulti- 
mate adjustment of the year, required the 
iKuioft attention : for this pucpole it lmight 
be neccflary to ficrutinize the tranfadtions. 
of the Zemindars, both with the inferior 
tenants in the participation, and with the 
merchants in the fale of the annual crops ; 
bccaufe the debts which could be afeer- 
tained to be due from the two latter clafles 
of people to the former, together with the 
amount of Rujfooms and Saver ams, coil ft i- 
tuted the foie fund of indemnification with-? 
in the reach of the fovereign Oewanny 
authority, to make good defalcations in the 
revenue, proceeding from negligent or cor¬ 
rupt intermediate agency ; feeing the un¬ 
certainty, it not impoifibility, of ever be¬ 
ing able to touch the feerpt trealure of a 
Hindoo. 


C H A P. Xiir. 


Mufration of the "Expediency of fuch Forms* 

To avoid the detail and leflen the other 
public inconveniences of Inch a fyitem of 
management as we have deferibed, thought 
principallydefedive in the latitude its perio* 
dical renewals give to peculation, or the in- 
fufficiency of a variable adminiftration, it has 
been imagined, that to fix the yearly afleif- 
meat unalterably at a moderate quit rent, 
and to put the Zemindars of India on a foot¬ 
ing with the copy holders of England, 
would be no lefs effectual in aecomplifhing 
the defired immediate purpofes, than ulti¬ 
mately beneficial in a more extenfive viev/ 
of general political confequences. This 
involves a queflion of the utmoft impor¬ 
tance to the Britifh Nation, at large, and 
more particularly interefting to the Com¬ 
pany. A local knowledge of the country, 
of the people, pradical experience, or theo¬ 
retical inftrudion deduced from the recor- 
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•chided wlfdom of native ftatefinen, may de* 
terrain e the judgemeut of thole w ho partake 
of fuch partial lights, to pronounce, with 
truth and confidence, the danger, inexpe¬ 
diency, or ablurdity of innovations, in the 
financial policy of Hindoftan ; that to leflen. 
or fix the exa&ions from the actual farming 
intermediate land-holders would foon be 
fruitlefs to themfelves, rather add to the 
burthen of the peafantjy, and prove doubly 
injurious to a ruling foreign ftate, in redu¬ 
cing for ever the already too fcaniy lources 
of fvipply, even when confidered in all their 
hitherto unrevealed plenitude, pras paving 
the way to a redraftory independance, that 
in proportion to the deqreafe of public de¬ 
mands, fo would the refl'ive prefumption 
of eufranchiled iiaves grow exceflive and be¬ 
come moll: ungovernable, under the feudal 
acknowledgement of a Barley corn, which 
in freer countries held enfums tranquil¬ 
lity ; hut to imprefs conviction on the mind§ 
of thofe who, from iituation, are precluded 
the benefit of fuch contingent aids, to draw 
a right conduilon in what regards perfons 
and things differently circumfianced to 
what they appear to be in Europe, may 
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following* 
tier confiderafion* 


fornc afcertalnable 
we here addued the 
to the fubjeft ua- 


Experience in l/jejburMz(ahpkv<imProvincc.u 

la the Circars , immediately dependant 
on Majulipatam , we fuppofe it generally 
known, that the Zemindars, hnce, and 
not before, the eftablilhmentof the Englifh 
Government, have been con fide red, no 
matter how errpneoutfy, as hereditary pro¬ 
prietors of the lands included In tiieii rel- 
peaivejurii'diaions; and that, agreeable to 
the miftaken idea of poftelluig feudal te* 
nures, they were fukjea to military fervices, 
together with a certain tribute in proportion 
to the valued rents of their countries. We 

know not whether anyenquiries were ever let 

on foot to ascertain thefe different portions, 
or that they have been admitted on any 
other ground, than iimple iurmife, the 
ipfe-dixit of the farming land-holders thera- 
felves, or at beft the information of the 
Company’s Hindoo interpreter, who, in 
the capacity of Scrif-tndar, enjoyed an an- 
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mial income of forty thoufand Pagodas 
f rom the' Zemindars oiRajsmandry , acquifced 
in about t he 13th of February, 1767: but, 
fuch is the fad ; the afleflment of thefe 
ieveral diftrids for feventcen years back 
has been rated extremely low. We fhall 
here venture to fay in anticipation of what 
we are farther to add on the fubjed, that, at 
lead, one half of the rents colleded from 
the Reyuts on behalf of Government, has 
been remitted to its intermediate agents, 
under the head of expence, or on the idea of 
their being the rightful conflitutional pro¬ 
prietors of the foil. Moreover, the portion 
demanded by the public, has been invaria¬ 
bly limited to the fame amount, according 
to the received notion of a tribute; for, 
though an increafe of iif per cent, is 
fuppolcd to have been put, in the laft five 
years fc ttlemenr, on what is termed the 
Manioc t or cuflomary yunmiabundy : yet the 
total amount of that addition, together 
with the 10,000 pagodas per annum lalarv 
to the interpreter, and 5,724 to be paid 
into the treasury for his Mujary , did but 
barely counterbalance the afore-mentioned 
berijhtadary appropriations, added to an 


unaccounted portion of H:/(jhi Alis 
geer, and which were then re-annexed to 
the Rajemumby Zemindaries, as equivalent 
only to the aggregate of the two laft fums 
fpecified. On the other hand, the ftatcd 
military fer vices, however much wanted 
of late, have neither been required, nor 
commuted for in money. The moll: pro¬ 
found tranquillity, an incrcaling commerce, 
the free fecure enjoyment of private property, 
have peculiarly diftinguifhed the Circars for 
a long feries of years pad:, amidft furroun¬ 
ding diftradtions, anarchy or barbarity ; 
and fo far have thefe provinces been from 
experiencing the calamities of the neigh¬ 
bouring war in the Carnatic, or being bur- 
thened with new conlequent imports, that 
they have rather, in the mean time, received 
a prodigious mcreafe of wealth, through 
the extraordinary profits derived from the 
exported produce of the country, at lead: 
twenty-five per cent, above the ulual price. 
Under a Government fo lenient, admitting 
of fuch uncommon privileges and individual 
advantage, it might naturally be fuppefed 
that the Zemindars, as being the fuperior 
clafs of Hindoo fubjedfs, and mod: benefited 


Ml NtSTfir 



[ ^40 .] 


the powerful beneficent prote&ion o 
the fovereign authority, would-be found 
conftitutionally lubniiflive, giateful, and 
liberal, in proportion to their own prolpe- 
rity, compared with the embarraflments, 
and exigencies of the public* hut the ex¬ 
pedition is politically unreafonable, and 
only betrays a total ignorance of the na¬ 
tional chara&er. The very reverie mu ft 
always be the cafe, and has been moie cf~ 
pecially manifefted in latter times, within 
the dependencies of Mafulipatam , as may be 
fufficiently proved by a reference to inch 
recorded fads at large as we (hall nete only 
generally touch upon. 


J§L 


CHAP. Xffc 

Concife ahfiradt of the Kheraje Jumma, and 
of fraudulent alienations in the Northern 
Chears. 

To afeertain the amount of fraudulent 
fequeftrations of land to Peons , &c., it 
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ould be remembered chat 41,000 armed 
men, of every denomination, are 1 up poled 
to be maintained throughout all the pro¬ 
vinces, by the official land-holders, on pre¬ 
tence of enforcing the collection of the 
rents due to Government, which, is vir¬ 
tually, or in fad, debited for the expence 
of fuch Militia efhbliffirrient, under the 
head o iSebundy. Of this number, one half, 
of different tribes, Mahometans or Hindoos, 
wholly imdilciplined, and with no local or 
perlonal attachments, are paid altogether 
in money; and a Peon for every village, for¬ 
ming what is called the Nackwarry efta- 
bliffiment, conMingchiefly of Muflulmen, 
in hereditary lucceffion, and indil'penfably 
neceffary tot the collections and peace of 
the country, paid a fubfiftence in kind, at 
harveft time, 111 equal proportions by Go¬ 
vernment and its Reyuts , will make up the 
numerary of Mofujil troops, thus provided 
for, 27,000. It is only the remaining- 
14,000, compofed of the military tribes of 
Racheivars , Row-wars, Velmas , and Kun - 
doits , fprung from, or adopted into, the 
families of the Zemindars , and therefore 
perfonally attached to their chiefs, that 


R 
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, ave been clandefiinely favoured with te 
ritorial grants for their ordinary and con¬ 
stant maintenance, befides extraordinary pay 
in money when on Service; and thefe alie¬ 
nations, at the moft moderate computation 
of fifty Rupees annually for each man, one 
with another, form an objedt of feven 
Lacks, which, without pretending to efti- 
mate fimilar defalcations in favour of Bra¬ 
inin';, be., added to the Kharige Jumna , 
make the whole income of landed property, 
exclufive of what is afleffed for Govern¬ 
ment, amount to twenty-four Lacks, and 
iiiclufive of it, one Crore thirty Lacks of 
Rupees, with a fraction, being the fum 
total which we (hall henceforth affume as 
the Grofs Rental of the Mahl and Sair, of 
all the northern Circars colledivelv. 


§L 


r. Obfervations and Calculations in Evidence 
of this Rental. 

Large as this revenue may at firfl fight 
appear, either comparatively with the ac¬ 
tual public receipts, or with the fuppofed 
capacity of the farming land-holder, yet 
it will be found to fall Short of the eftirna- 
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yearly produce of the country, by the 
lowed; general calculations which can be 
formed of the extent and value even of all 
the arable ground, in or out of cultivation, 
fetting ahde the greater portion of land 
appropriated to Pajiure , of no financial 
account to the date, for the gratuitous 
benefit of the whole body of Peafantry. To 
difeufs this point with the wifhed-for pre- 
cilion, a topographical furvey of the Cir- 
csrs, particularly thofe of Guniour, Ra t- 
mundry , and the fouthern divifion of Ctca- 
cole , would be uecefiary, in order to alcer- 
tain their exadt fuperficial contents. Ne- 
verthelefs, according to fuch impcrfedl 
materials as the public, or individuals on 
the fpot, have as yet been furnifhed with, 
and information from a manufeript drawing 
executed under the French Government, 
dill unpubliditd, except on the diminutive 
fcale of D’Anville’s general map of Hin- 
dodan, we have ventured to give an area 
of 17,000 fcpiare geographic miles to all 
the fix provinces united. Hutto be within 
the mod moderate bounds, let the dinieu- 
fions be reduced to 15,000 of the fame 
meafure, or for the fake of eafier calcula- 
r % 
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atton in round numbers, to 20,060 fqudre 
Britifh miles.. In like manner, vve have 
been under the necefilty of affuming the 
proportion of the arable land, rather arbi¬ 
trarily, and to our!elves on very unjfatis- 
faclory grounds, at one fifth of the whole 
territorial extent, finding that neither the 
Moghul, French, nor Engliffi adminiftra- 
tions, the former from (loth and ignorance, 
the fecond for want of leifiire in the filer t 
period of a fix years rule, and the latter no 
doubt, from diiinclination, have not adop¬ 
ted the ealy conftitutional mode of afeer- 
taining this matter with the greater accu¬ 
racy, by an inveftigatiou into the detailed 
annual accounts of the Defpandeahs » or 
other revenue officers employed by Go¬ 
vernment, and which can be deficient only* 
from relaxation or negligence in the cxer- 
ciie of a nccefiary legal control. 


»• 5 ’he arable Land, proportioned to the Be- 
gah Duftery, and to the Begah Reyutv, 
and valued by the Rcbba, or money fettle- 
men! of as in Bengal. 

The cultivated lands in the C-rears , 
being 4,000 fquare B. miles, on theprlnci- 


pies of Tooril Mul^s C Jummabundy Ay h/v, 
require auueattention to the relative circum- 
fbinces, nud it is to be obferved that the 
Begab Dufiery , or fquare official ineafure," 
ii ftitrrted by that financier, and fervlug as 
a bafis for its general pecuniary" aflefifment 
of one fourth of the yearly produce of the 
foil, in thole parts of the empire where a 
money fettlement could, with advantage, be 
made, confiftecl of 3,600 fquare ells, each 
at the loweft calculation of 38 \ inches, and 
at the higheft 41, being very little flhort of 
an Englifh acre. J 3 ut in procefs of time, in 
confequence of the increafed influx of fpecie 
from the days of Akbur. throughout the 
commercial provinces, as well ar» thoib 
round the capital, fo greatly benefitedby 
a rapid circulation of the ligns of wealth, 
and agreeable to the ever conflant effects of 
luxury growing with riches, the natural 
and artificial produce of the country acqui¬ 
red a high proportionate value: the price 
of labour was enhanced, and to re-eftablifh 
an equilibrium in the general fyflcm of 
political economy over the whole empire, 
the Fougedar , Aumils, and Zemindars em¬ 
ployed in MofuJJil collodions, fometimes 
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xidly, and oftentimes intereftcdly, were 
made the fh.te conclude rs, for drawing a 
fuperabundant currency into the; exhaufted 
coffers of the exchequer, Thefe interme- 
diateagents, often unexpededJyJ and always 
irregularly, felt themfelves ftruck by the 
hand of defpotifm ; but they difpenfed its 
influence, for feififh bone fir, with more mo¬ 
deration, though no lefs arbitrarily, to the 
great mafs of the people. A fixed ftandard 
for eftimating the lands had been inftituted, 
and was found need]ary to be continued, 


to regulate the extent and value of territo¬ 
rial alignments, whether for civil or mi¬ 
litary fervices. The tide of American 
treaiure, which afterwards fo prodigioufly 
altered the relative worth of real andperfonal 
property in Hindoilan, flowed in through 
lb many different channels of commerce 
in the beginning, that its progrefs feemed 
flow, and was fcarcely perceptible, when 
made viftble by its effeds ; an increafe of 


revenue was demanded, but inftead of re¬ 
curring to the original principles of finance 
efbablifhed by 'T’ooril Mull y ignorant or cor¬ 
rupt Muffulman deputies preferred the 
mode of arbitrary taxation, in addition to 
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the firft regular afleffincnt, which from 
being precarious and indefinite, afforded 
greater fqope for minifterial peculation, 
and was more agreeable to the Reyuts and 
fuperior land-holders, in the hopes of fu ¬ 
ture difcontinuance, or of purchafing par¬ 
tial remiffions of public income, by the 
private douceurs of bribery. An age elapfed 
before a weak, blind, nnfyftematicai Go¬ 
vernment, could avail itfelf of this change, 
thus gradually introduced in the value of 
thing* in general, to aflert its territorial 

O O 

rights, by refuming all the recent Aboabs , 
or imports, the known defalcations of 
its proper Muffulman Aumils , or Fouge- 
darry officers, conlolidated with the original 
rents. The reform, however, was ftill 
but half compleated in the Soubahs of Delhi. 
Agra and Bengal ; the two former fo en¬ 
riched by the colle&ed fpoilsof the empire, 
or the profufc expence of a Moghul court; 
the latter fo greatly benefited by enlarged 
commerce. In thefe Soubahs, therefore, 
over and above the ordinary taxes, to re¬ 
medy the growing difproportion between 
the grofs produce and the royal proprietory 
fhares of the laud, a reduction of two 
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nrns was made m the fquare extent: of a 

Begab, which, by a very fimple operation 
nominally tripled the quantity of ground 
in cultivation ; this leflened meafure of 
1200 eils being equally valuable, or fub- 
ject to the lame financial demands as the 
huger one of the lame denomination, in'- 
1 litu ted as a balls for the original afleffment 
of Boon 1 Mull 


In Bengal, the particular circumflances 
of which may be deemed befffiiited to be 
brought into companion with thole of the 
northern Circars , the common Begah, now 
called Rcyutty, in contradillin&ion to Duf- 
tery, and made aim oil the univerfal flan- 
dard io clllmate the annual farm, or per¬ 
manent transfer of territorial property, con¬ 
tains no more than 1600 fquare yards,while 
the proportioned rent, including the jJJJil 
Boomar , with al! the additional raxes, lince 
cllabhlhed, and already exibited, may be 
calculated at leaft from one to four Rupees, 
varying ♦with lituation and foil, for grounds 
laid out in the culture of grain, and from 
five to thirty, for fuch as are appropriated 
to the dearer productions of fecond necelhty; 
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to obviate every poffibility of cavil, the 



medium yearly income of the whole may 
be {fated at t\i§ Rupees. According to 
which 4000 fquare miles, each of 1936 


Brgabs. being the fuppofed arable land in 


all the drears, fhould yield a grofs revenue 
to Government of 15,488,000 Rupees. 

3. The arable Land of the Circars ejlimated by 
Buttai, or divijion of Crops. 

Nor will the amount be lefs on a compu¬ 


tation, by the affual efltablifhed rule of 


Buttai , of the produce of the three yearly 
harvests in corn, equally divided between 
the {fate and its Reyuts , allowing the fame 
quantity of ground fit for cultivation, as in 
the foregoing estimate, one fourth ihould 
be deducted for the portion always (uffered 
to remain fallow, and fubjetd to no afleffi- 
ment, reckoning only 3000 fquare miles, or 
nearly one - feventh of the area afligmd to 
the whole country, in conftant tillage, n l 
liable to the operations of finance. This ter¬ 
ritory then being equivalent, in local mea- 
fure, to 194,464 Chatties, each of ^zGuntah, 
compofed of 1 6 fquare Veeffam, every one of 
which confifling of from 4 1 to $Covids, or on 
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a medium cf 7.I feet.fquare, and producing 
at the Jaweft calculation per Catty, one 
year with another, 8 Candies, each ot 
about 1600 lb. weight in grain, either rice 
or Jo ary, which ufually fetches on the 
fpot 5 Pagodas or 20 Rupees per Candy, will, 
after deduction of one moiety, as the legal 
and c u ftomary fhare of the peal an try, though 
ionietitries curtailed through the iniquity 
of Zemindars, yield an annual income to 
Government of Rupees 15,557,120; while 
the amount oiSair, or variable impofts, in 
addition may be fuppofed amply to corn- 
pen fate for the extraordinary expence, rifquc 
and unavoidable lofs in thus concluding 
with the farmers a revenue fettlement in 
kind paid by pecuniary eftimation. 


4. The AJfef'ment of Hindoo Pcafantry, com¬ 
pared -with Pcafantry in other Countries. 

We are not to imagine that the burden 
thus i mpaled on the great mafsof the people, 
more efpecially the ufefulclafs of hulband- 
men, leaves a l'maller proportion of the 
fruits oi r their labour to fatisfy their own 
necedary wants, or indeed is, in any 
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pe&, fo oppreffive to the pea-fan t ry as 
in other civiTiled parts of the world. In 
the freefl: countries of Europe, Great Bri¬ 
tain, Switzerland, the Netherlands , and the 
Pays d'Etats of France, we believe the 
{hare left to the peafantry of the growth of 
the foil from their own induftry, has never 
been reckoned more than from two thirds 
:o four fifths of the whole yearly produce. 
By the regulations of ! Tamerlane for all his 
Tartarian, Perjian, and Syrian dominions, 
from China to the Mediterranean fea, one 
third of the annual Crop, by common va¬ 
luation, whether of the finer or coarfer 
articles of culture, was to be appropriated 
to fupport the eflablifhed military Govern¬ 
ment, and the remainder to lubfifl the 
Reyuts or defray the expence of cultiva¬ 
tion. By the conflitutions of Sultan Selim, 
for the general adminiflraticn of his new 
conquer! of Egypt, in 1516, the lands, or 
native Tenantry , were aliefled chiefly in 
money, and by meafurement, one half of 
the grofs annual product of, it is true, an 
extraordinary luxuriant foil, either to main¬ 
tain the feudal republican eftablifhment, 
with a {landing army in fubordination to 


"the Turkifh Palhav, or to be remitted in 
treafure to the Porte, and ia com to Mec¬ 
ca, as an offering to the holy Mulfulmatt 
let , uml.T the uennn.ination of the Miri, 
or imperial tribute*. And in Si am, under a 
different denonu nation, the rule of Buttai , 
by equal divifion of the yearly crops between 
Government and the pcafautry, is a fixed 
regulation eilabhthed by' ancient despotic 
latw or cuffom. 


# The feudal republican cftablifhmcnt conftfled 
of 24 foreign Beys, as many with Kojbcfs , or lieu¬ 
tenants, for the 24 provinces of Egypt, each 
of thefe pp He fling in property and feudal fu 1 ’- 
0 rdin at ion, an indefinite number of Mamelukes, 
0 r Ci rcaffta u,Georgian , and Ab fjinum, Chriftian haves, 
educated in Mahometan! fm, who formed the Han¬ 
ding militia, and fucceeded always by adoption, 
ability, or iavouritifm to the landed property and 
'dices of their matters, until they attained the highcJt 


dignity among the /> vr ot ■' bt kb ul Belod, or chief 
of the country. The Handing army was compofed 
of 12 co regular troops, chit fly infantry, divided 
into feven Ojacks, or regiments, commanded by as 
,y,;!tjy Kyhuhs, under the orders of the Baj/sazv. The 
, for lower Egypt, in money, was fettled at 
55 Al/iins per Fcdan of ground, and for Said , or 
upper Egypt, 360,000 Ai debs of wheat, according lo 


the meature of that time. 
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Whereas *n Hindoilari, agreeable to die 
iuftitutions of the Emperor Akbar , umVcr- 
lally adopted and invariably adhered to 
lince, whether we make the furnmabundy 
Nckdy, or Buitai, the baiis for calculation, 
it would feem as if a medium had been 
ftruck of all the foregoing proportions ethi- 
hliflied in other countries, to fix thole <0’ 
the Moghul dominions, by dcfpotic law and 
ufage, with wonderful moderation, at cue 
fourth for the Circdr , or fovereign pro¬ 
prietor, and three fourths for the Reynty 
or immediate cultivators of the land. 


If circumfhnccs of climate and habit are 
taken into confideration, the/iecedarv wants 
of clothing, fuel and various diet, with all. 
the conveniencies required by the inhabi¬ 
tants of the colder regions, yet fo faultily 
fupplied even by exceffive toil, from fandy 
barretinefs in many places, united to the 
effedt of iaclemeni iealons in others, com¬ 
pared with the expediency of Indian naked- 
nefs, under a fcorching fun, the lirnplicity 
of milk and vegetable food, enjoined by the 
ftrongeft moral and religious precepts, the 
rank luxuriance of a foil yielding ahnoft 
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fpontatieoufiy a triple yearly harveft, and 
above all, a perpetual verdant pafture, of 
ilich vaft extant' and richnefs as to lubfift 
by its flocks gratuitously without any fifcal 
charge, half the great body of the people ; 
then it. muff be coofeffed that the propor¬ 
tional affeffmcnt hated as forming an appa¬ 
rent mean, is in reality the very extreme of 
financial moderation, and that inhead of 
three fourths, we may allow ieven eighths 
to be the fliare of annual territorial produce 
enjoyed by the Hindoo pedantry. 


§L 


From verbal information on the fpot not 
vouched to be abfolutely cor reft, though 
perhaps fufiieiently fo to convey a general 
idea of the matter of fad, the town of 
Kaicohor , Pcrg: Bbeterjkelly, Zemmdary 
Cbahur Mhal y on the fruitful borders of the 
Colair Lake, Circar of Kondapilhc , contai¬ 
ned, in 1783, one hundred families, of 
which eighty farming Bramins, in all about 
eight hundred fouls , paying to government 
as its due, under the denomination of a 
moiety of tb ; produd, two thouland Pa¬ 
godas yearly for 1000 Catties of the richefl 
arable ground, in the drears. Of this 
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fpacc, only one fifth was in cultivation* 
and yielded 2000 Candies of grain, valued at 
10,000 Pagodas, from which, after deduo 
. ting the flipulated rent to the Hate, and 
allowance of 14 per cent on the grofs re¬ 
ceipts to defray the cufromary charge of 
Ruffiooms, Saverums, &c., to Zemindars 
and leffier Officers , whole authority for feme 
years pall hath been fulpended, 6600 Pa¬ 
godas fliould remain to the hufbandmen. 
The ufual pay to the Pariahs, who are the 
common labourers, and employed fix month s 
•in tillage, or reaping the harvefts, is two 
Seer of Paddy per day each man, and one 
twentieth of the grain produced, diftributed 
among!! them all, at the dole of the feafdn; 
being about 4 Rupees per month for half 
the year for each perfon, at the ufual cal¬ 
culation of 3 for every Catty of ground; and 
which, together with the price of half a 
Candy of feed grain required for the fame 
fquare meafiire, make the total expence of 
the cultivated lands 4100, leaving a clear 
profit to the farmers of 2500 pagodas, as the 
maintenance of oxen for the plough is 
other wife gratuitoufiy provided for by the 
indulgent Sovereign. Now, belides the re- 
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valving harveft income of* thefe villagers, 
they derived a gain of* about 1200 pagodas 
more, the yearly produce'in Ghee, and nu¬ 
mmary increaie of 600 milch cows, paf- 
tured on five remainder of the land in 
tenancy, fubject to no aflefl’ment, while it 
was notorious that the Brahmin families, 
forming three fourths of the whole popula¬ 
tion of the place, and there, as well as 
over the reft of Hindoftan, generally 
fpeakuig, the moft voluptuous and extra¬ 
vagant in their diet, draw half their fub- 
fiftencc from butter milk, or the very 
fqueezings of the dairy, after having con¬ 
verted, without the help of alchymy, the 
more fubftantial laitage into fti.ll more fub* 
i^antial gold. 

It may be urged that it is not the 
great mafs of the people, t<wo millions four 
hundred ninety-nine thoufand nine hundred 
and thirty , out of two millions and a half, 
the fuppoftd total enumeration of fouls 
exifting in the Circars, that are objects of 
con fide ration, as likely to be opprelled or 
deprived of their rights in realizing to the 
public treafury the territorial rental levied 
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>m the ReyutSy in the name and bghai 
of Government, and Rated as its due, 
but it is a clafs of feventy Zemindars , 
V' ho, being called landholders , mutt there¬ 
fore be fo in fa£t, agreeable to European 
ideas of feudal tenures; or elfe, being 
ignorantly filled Rajah, or Hindoo Princes*, 
mufi be allowed an original hereditary 
right, not only to the proprietory occu¬ 
pancy of the land, but aifo to exercife 
tyrannical uncontroled authority over the 
perfons and property of the bulk of the 
inhabitants, who virtually, or in contem¬ 
plation of law, are fubjeft to the fove- 
reignty, difmembered from the Moghul, 
empire, The very proposition is fo pal¬ 
pably abfurd and erroneous in its principle, 
that it feems impoflible to exprels it in any 
terms of language which do not at the 
fame time convey a felt-evident refutation, 
and expnle the fallacy both of prernifes and 
concluiion : vet, in delicacy to the public 
opinions, and as the legiflators of India in 
Great Britain ieem rather inclined to adopt 


* ASiual proprietors of the foil. Vide order for the 
Babar fettlement. 
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popular belief, though in their wifdom 
they have not thought proper to alter one 
of the tnoft ancient fundamental maxims 
of policy in the Ball, by creating great, in¬ 
termediate proprietors of land on the foot¬ 
ing of freeholders, copyholders, or feuda¬ 
tories of Europe, otherwife than by tem¬ 
porary Jageers to the officers or pen doners 
oft Government* fb we /hall Hill only for¬ 
mally J'uppofe the exidance of filch a de- 
fori ption of men under the appellation of 
■ Zemindars , for the fake of a diredt pofitive 

denial of the fa 61 , arid of the truth of the 
| inference deduced from it, implying an 
unwarrantable oppreffive infringement of 
individual privileges *. This fubjedt has 
already been irregularly difeufled in diiTe- 
rcir. preceding parts of the analyfis* and 
it feems only neceflary here to bring all 
the arguments ufed by reference into one 
connected point of view. 

It hath been aflerted, and we prefume 

* The operation of Sir John Shored and Mr. Law’s 
Mocurrtry plan, if fandtioned by Parliament> will 
efhibliih over Britife India this hypothetical fyflem of 
Snjuftice and oppreffion. 
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'think on grounds admitting of politi 
demon ft ration, that no tribe of Hindoo 
land-holders, jointly or feverally within 
the Circars , or the whole of them collec¬ 
tively, under whatever denomination, ex¬ 
cepting the ancient Rajahs of the country, 
which have been particularized as defen¬ 
dants of the royal family of Oriffa or Ga- 
geputty, have, in right, form, or ja£t, the 
fmalldft pretenfions to any territorial pro¬ 
perty beyond the extent of their fpeeified 
official domains, called Saverum , making 
fcarcely one twentieth part of the local 
civil jurifdidtion committed to their ma¬ 
nagement by the 


iovereign proprietory 


government. 


ift. The private right of an exten- 
ftve landholding could only be acquired by 
conqueil, royal grant, hereditary or pre- 
lcriptive tenure, of free or feudal poflef- 
fion ; and it is notorious that every Ze¬ 
mindar y title is the moll limited and pre¬ 
carious in its nature, depending on the ar¬ 
bitrary will of the loweft provincial dele¬ 
gates ; equivalent to a fimple leafe in te*- 
nancy, fubjeft to annual renewals ; and 
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1 the period of British rule can be tra 
the fame bale and recent origin, which 
generally diftinguifhes the lpurious claim 
of farmers-occupant themielves to family 
preeminence from birth, or to the enjoyment 
of a large territorial income in prejudice 
of the Prince’s neccflary undisputed regal 
dues* 

end. The form of fuch Sunnuds or De 
nvanny patents as conftituts the Dtfn looks 
or Zemindars official colle&ors of the re¬ 
venue, with interior civir powers, at the 
fame time that it afeertains the extent of 
their petty freehold eftates, (free of all 
taxes) appropriated for family fubfiftencc 
within each local jurisdiction, determines 
fpecitically or comparatively, if we may 
be allowed to make u(e of an huropean 
term, the unqualified villenage *, to the 
lovereigta or his feudal representative j of 
the greater portion of land in occupancy, 

* Mr. Grant applies this analogy cxclufirely to the 
Zemindar's relation to the fovereign ; but it may apply 
inclufively to all Bntilh India, if the Mocurrery plan 
is fanftioned by Parliament ; tor all the Reyuts of In¬ 
dia, to whom the fixt proportion of one fourth of die 




MINISr/fj, 


[ i §L 

as the liavilh dependance of the 
Hindoo landholder, for the whole of his 
uncertain tenure on the lordly Mufiulman 
Jageerdar or AutniL That the poflfdTors 
of fuch inferior grants Ihould be reluctant 
now in producing their refpe&ive deeds, 
under the prevalence of a delulive idea 
which magnifies their relative importance, 
is perfectly natural; but that the rights 
and privileges of fubjeds, as derived from 
government, Ihould fo frequently be agi¬ 
tated, and to this day acknowledged to he 
matters wholly undefined, or of the greSteft 
doubt; and that yet the only lure, cafy, 
and Ample mode of dilcovering the truth, 
by a critical examination of Sunnuda, fhould 
be negledted, appears altogether extraor¬ 
dinary and unaccountable. 

3rd. In point of fa&t the mod: concJufive 
evidence offers itfelfof the fovereign claim 
to the landlord’s ihare of yearly territorial 

produce was the quit rent for their Heritable Pott ah,, 
are rendered, by the new plan, Villains regc.niant, and are 
totally disfranchifed. Vide Riling Rcfources of Bengal, 
page 84, queftion and anfwers by Sir J. Shore and 
Mr. Law. 
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produce, and that the whole body ol Ze¬ 
mindars were from the beginning, and are 
ftill to be, confidereci Amply as intermediate 
agents for the ftate, to realise the ftipu- 
la°ted rent of the peafantry. This doctrine 
forms incontrovertibly the ground-work 
of the pad: and a&ual fyftem of finance 
throughout all the diflevered members of 
the Moghul empire ; it is pradicably enfor¬ 
ced every where by the Prince, acknow¬ 
ledged or acqtiiefced in by the Hindoo Land¬ 
holders themfelves , and notormjly rejpetled by 
theReyuis universally, as the foundation of 
theit Magna Charta, from its afeertaining the 
proportion of the produce of the foil •. ailed 
by their labour, which is invariably to be 
paid for the public fervice. Accordingly 
it may be clearly traced in the letter and 
{pint of the original mUruments conferring 
inveftiture, delcribing the nature, local ex¬ 
tent, and the powers of Zemindary offices; 
as well as in the annual Cowle , bellowing 


1st 


the temporary management o£ the revenue 
qu the lame general permanent agents , it 
is manifested in the ever-cuftomary afts of 
government, at pleasure or for m ah ad mi- 
miration, of Spending their authority as 
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collectors, and depriving them altogether 
of territorial jurildidion, with its affigated 
advantages, but in moil, cafes with the 
allowance of Saverum or fubfiftence in land, 
then transferring their employments, offi¬ 
cial rights and privileges to others, in per¬ 
petuity or for a time, 

4th, It is dually demonilrated by the te¬ 
nor of the Mucha lea, or written obligation 
of the Zemindars, to difeharge faithfully 
the miffs repofed in them, otherwife im¬ 
plicitly acquiefcing in thejullice of fuf- 
penhon, or entire exoneration, and never 
requiring, at any time, in the nature of ter¬ 
ritorial property, beyond the extent of their 
Save rum, but always bound to account with 
the treafury for the laft Daum colluded 
throughout the remainder of their local 
jurifdidions conftrudively or pofitively by 
royal authority; and though they fhould 
defraud, by general abflrad or falfe f ate- 
menis of receipts and dilburfements, they 
never can nor ought to fuperfede the fove- 
reign’s right to enter into detail, to vefume 
defalcations, and curtail unuecelTary Btr 
handy or exorbitant Mofujjil expences of the 


Circar or ftate, and this is the only extent 
to which public invefHgation fhould now 
go, and economical reform tend, in order 
to reduce the emoluments of intermediate 
agents to the primitive, legal, and equitable 
ftandard of Rujfooms and Save rum, virtually 
as well as in form. 

Having {hewn that this decreafed allow¬ 
ance, in itfelf and in equity, cannot be called 
an. infringment on the natural rights of In¬ 
dian landholders, how far it may be fuf- 
ficient and adequate in policy to their 
fituation in the country, can only be truly 
afeertained by eftimating their character, 
wants, and relative circumftnnces. In ad¬ 
dition to what has been already oblerved oil 
this topic, it is inconteftible that the moll: 
voluptuous Hindoo in the country, of 
whateverdenomination, (without a flagrant 
deviation from every good principle, mo¬ 
ral and religious, he profeffes, and the ob- 
fervance of which conftitute him a va¬ 
luable fubjefl of inoffenfive manners and 
virtuous limplicity,) cannot in his own 
perlon, houfe, equipage, drefs, and pro¬ 
per family fubfiftence, exceed in his ex- 


peaces, on the fcale of the highest rank, 
from ioo to 1000 rupees monthly; while 
a Zemindar $ legal allotment of about ten 
per cent out of the public revenue, to¬ 
gether with certain other pecuniary and 
contingent advantages, not only amply pro¬ 
vide for all fuch neceflary charges, but are 
confiderably more than fufficient to defray 
all thole of ulelefs luxury, pernicious ex¬ 
travagance, and alio the empty pageantry 
of retinue and outward /how, ever indul¬ 
ged in, and afFeded by the riche# or mo# 
debauched landholders, before they are 
tainted with a /pirit of extraordinary re- 
fradorine/s, or of ambition, /b common 
among# this order of men in India, toraife 
felf-defpotic independance on the ruins of 
eftabliflied conftilutional authority. From 
thefe, and a variety of moral and phyfical 
caufes, in their died not peculiar to Hin- 
do/tari, any excefs of wealth enjoyed for a 
while by thefe people, mu# ultimately and 
inevitably be diverted into one or all of 
the three following channels, equally per¬ 
nicious to the #ate. 

i#. Secret hoard of treafure, fet apart 
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irpofes of chicanery or fupe re¬ 
drawn from the public flock of 
never to return again into circu- 
efs by violence or chance. 


2. Aprofufeexpence topurchafe popularity. 
In retaining a number of licentious Brah¬ 
mins, vagrant Fakegrs , and ufelefs depen¬ 
dants ; or a viliblc or concealed train of 
fiddlers, for the certain unequivocal pur- 
pof* of fuAverting that, government which 
hath thus railed and nurtured the native 
ferpent of rebellion in its bolbm. 


3 * ladly, r. dingcroitsfuperflmty which, 
if negle&cd, through ignorance or defign, 
to be drawn by authorized taxation into the 
public coffers of the date, will mod af- 
furcdly become a pre to miniderial agency, 
either in the way of private exaftion, or 
in purchafing remiflions, privileges, and 
power, directly or indirectly by corrupt in¬ 
fluence, not otherwife to be guarded againft 
even in the golden age of the mod virtuous 
facie ties, than by ledening or removing the 
evil of temptation. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

A comife AhfraB of the Revenues, and frau¬ 
dulent Alienations , in Bengal, at the Mo¬ 
ment of the Acquljition f the Dewaunee 
in 1 765 *. 

MaLGOOZART Tehfel Koo'l, or net 
collections levied from Zemindars, &c.> 
farmers of royal rent.,, by immediate of¬ 
ficers of Government or mercantile favou¬ 
rites, in Bengal, on the acquifition of De- 
•wanny in 1765, including the manufactured 
produce of fait lands, eftimated at a medi¬ 
um of the yearly fales; the whole to ferve 
as a regular ftandard of companion to rate 
the clear annual receipts of the public Ex¬ 
chequer, pafled under the fame heads of 
account, at fpecificd various periods, from 
that time forward to 11 th April 17^+* 

* Extracted from Mr. Grant'' Analyfis of the Re¬ 
venues of Bengal, fecond period, entitled Aboab Sou- 
la'iary. 
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i. Ceded lands, Malgoozary , of the three 
diftri&s, Burdwan, Calcutta , Chittagong , 
clear of all charges, as improved from 
i 760, when acquired, to 1765, under the 
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Company 


2. Dewanny, comprehend¬ 

ing the remaining territory of 
the Soubah, under 26 heads of 
Mahl and one of Sdir, as rated 
from 1763 to 1765, or fub- 
fequently realized by Govern¬ 
ment - ' ■ ~ 2,42,86097 

3. Salt lands of Noondcep , 
feparated from two former di- 
vifions of territory, in the 
proportion of one third ceded, 
and two thirds Dewanny, ac¬ 
cording to the produce of the 
whole, from the annual faie, 

2 8 lacks maunds of falt,brough t 
to credit of Government un¬ 
der the fingle head Baity, Kef- 
yet , Feroojh , Nemuck , after 

1780 - 16,60,000 

Total net real and eftima- 
ted Malgoozary affefl’ment of 





by the immediate officers of 
Government at the moment 
of the acquifition of the De~ 
•wanny in 1765 

This fum is exclufive of 
the following countries, and 
rental recently incorporated 
in the general ftatemeots of 
Bengal, now fingly under con- 


3, 180261 a 


iideration. 

1, Mulnapor e ceded d.i(lri£l 

of Orija, rated 1765 - - flacks 

2. Baghelpoor , containing 
the province Mongeer 8270 
fquare miles, difmembercd 
from Bahar fince 1773, and 
annexed with large unprofi¬ 


table countries of Ramgur 


and Palamow , Angle territo¬ 


ry, &c. at a rental 

5 lacks 

3. Soubah Bahar, remain¬ 


ing (even drears , exclufive 


of Jageers, five lacks and 


charges 

62 i lacks 


4. Sair duties of Panchout- 
rab and Budrucla collefted in 
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'atm fmce 1773', introduced 
among receipts of the Board 
Calcutta - 


<SL 


2f lacks 


70 lacks 


Total Malgooxary of Sotibah 
Bahar - 
Making, with Bengal, a territory yielding 
4 crores 2 lacks ficca rupees, if the com¬ 
panion was drawn for all the three pro 
vinces as ufually exhibited in the Bundabujt. 


Having thus Hated the net unappro¬ 
priated revenue of Bengal to have been 3 
crores 18 lacks, the next progrelfive ftep 
is to ascertain what hath been alienated in 
prejudice to the fovereign right, on pre¬ 
tence of defraying expence of collection and 
fupporting the dignity and the authority of 
internal government, clafled under the 
head of appropriated territorial refources t 
though they are the charges denominated 
Mofujjd Zemmdary t or ordinary eltablifh- 
ment of interior management, diftind 
from the civil and military dilburlements in¬ 
troduced, and folely incident to the Britilh 
Government General, termed more cor- 
redly, Sadder or extraordinary. 



On the Mofu/Ttl Zcmindary. 

It is inconteftible that a fuffieient ftffti 
was made Kharijc , or fct apart from the 
Khalfa and Jogeer portions, for the pur- 
pole of defraying the financial charges. 
We fhall diilinguilli each of thefe charges. 

i. Tehjil Sir/ngamy , or collections on ac¬ 
count of charges: thele proceeded entirely 
front the Khnlja portion of the country, 
and collected by Jboabs, or as an addition 
to the Aufil Jumma in 1783-4; the clear 
Malgoozary Jummabundy fettled in behalf 
of Government continuing almoft precifcly 
at the fame reduced original ftandard of one 
crore 92 lacks, left for the TejhelSenngamy, 
(after accumulation of Dewanny courts 
and Sebundy, &c.) 64 lacks of rupees. 

IV". B. In this calculation the charges of 
manufacturing fait and collection of the 
cuftoms, forming together 24£ lacks, and 
always deducted from the grofs receipts of 
both in the abfrraCt annual rent-rolls, is fee 
againft the Hilaries and allowances of about 


misr/fy 




I 2 7 2 1 

gentlemen, fervants of the Compa 
employed in all the branches of the reve 
nue department, and tvhofe eft ablifh merit 
being extraneous to the Moghul fyftem, 
fhouldform no article in a fair comparative 
view of the finances of Bengal prior to the 
Dcxvanny , unlefs one feventhof the amount, 
or 31 lacks, (hall be ftated, being the inade¬ 
quate allowance of 44 of thefe gentlemen 
in fifteen coJle&orfhips, who have not a. 
fliadow of that power heretofore annexed 
to a greater number : Fougcdary and Zelah- 
dairy Mujfu/tnan refulencies diftributed in 
like manner formerly through the country, 
with fuller effect in executing the duties 
of their ftation 


* Collectors at prefent, by the new fyftem, have 
extended, but inconfiftent, duties ; as colle&or lie has ju- 
rifdiftion in Mahl caufes; he hag civil jurifdiftion in 
all cau fes of property, under the name of judge of the 
Dai army aciaulet ; he has criminal jurifdiition in petty 
offences, and, I fuppofc, he is to be juftice of the 
peace; all thefe are extra duties of the collectors of the 
revenue: they are calculated for the purpofes of re¬ 
venue more than for the purpofes of fubftantial juftice. 
In Mahl or revenue caufes the Board of Revenue is the 
court of appeals: other checks are lefs obvious. 
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Thefe 64 lacks mu ft have excited in fur- 
plus of the Bundobufl 'Tejhkhees of CoJJitn 
AH, and of the diminished JummabUndy of 
the following year ; for not an individual 
is employed, nor an article of incidental 
expence now incurred, excepting the mo¬ 
derate falaries to indjlpenfable British agents, 
that was not chargeable to government in 
the moft economical periods of Moghul fo- 
vereignty, and therefore though the unap¬ 
propriated and appropriated public lupplies 
of the prefent time fall flhort infinitely of 
their napft ancient Bandard, the defalcation 
is to be entirely placed to account of the 
unappropriated resources, involved in the 
firfl: reduced fettlement, at the acquifition 
of the Dewanny . 


<SL 


This has been authenticated in other 
parts of this analyfis; and alfo in Mr. Fran¬ 
ck' plan of lettlement, page 90 : the Reyuts' 
account of rent in the Zemindary regifter, 
there adduced as a proof of the burthen 
impofed on the country, may here apply 
to lhew the exactions of Zemindars op- 
prefilve to peaiantry, to be alio unjuft to 
the fovereign, 

T 
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Other examples occur in the ceded $5 ft 
trifts, Burdwan, Calcutta, Chittagong. 

2. Kharije Jumma , or rental of lands 
alienated prior to the lali: corrected Aufil 
fPoomary of Jaffitr Khan, as an ample main¬ 
tenance of inferior native officers employed 
in collections, and for the charitable fup- 
port of Brahmins , with the religious eita- 
blilhrnent of Hindoos, which have been lo' 
fraudulently abided by the neglect of Go¬ 
vernment, that if not relumed, and ablo- 
lutely limited, mult, in the end, abforb 
the molt productive territorial funds of the 
Hate. . 


<SL 


Lands thus alienated are diltinguilhed in¬ 
to C'bakeran and Bauzee Zemeen. 


i. Chahran. Territorial afligument for 
fubordinate fervants of fill denominations 
and ranks in tire Soubah , viz. Nancar and 
Khanchbarry , to the whole or the greater 
part of Zemindaren, Canonguan, Mokudde - 
man , Putwarean, Pickan, Molimgcan, 
Rakberan, forming together 450,000 indi¬ 
viduals, Muflulmen and Hindoos, em- 
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toyed in the department of the finance. 
In all parts of Hindoftan thefe feveral 
dalles, excepting Zemindars and Molun- 
gut* which are peculiar to Bengal and 
Orijfa, were paid generally by a RuJ- 
foom commiffion, of per-ccntage, on the 
amount of their colle&ions, either in mo¬ 
ney or kind, or they received .a Mojhairih 
or monthly allowance, in the nature of wa¬ 
ges, for fervices performed ; but in Bengal 
ample provifion has been made in free land, 
entirely feparatec! from, and ilruck out of, 
the original rent roll, probably from the 
time of the Afgean Kings, vvhofe regula¬ 
tions in this refpect were adopted by the 
Moghul government. 


The Aumeens in 1777, in the parts to 
which they were deputed, (fcarcetvvo thirds 
of the area of the Sou bah, incl ufive of Bard- 
wan,) afcertained ioi lacks Begas to be 
appropriated, rent free, to the Chake ran, 
exclulive of Nancar , Zemindaren, and Put- 
•warean, not afcertained; but thefe alone, at 
only 11 rupee per Bega , amount to 152- 
lacks. 


T 2 
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2, The Batvzee Zemeen, or certain la 
let apart .tor various tiles, comprehends the 
greater portion of fraudulent alienations; 


The Muffulmen, fo far from tolerating, 
taxed idolatry; and even in Akbar 's mild 
government charity lands- were a fecret in¬ 
dulgence ; but whatever were the periods,, 
or extent of thefe alienations, according 
to the conftitution of India, they are null 
and void, and refutable; the amoun t 
in the above-mentioned limited furvey of 
Aumsens in 1777, amounted to 451 lacks of 
Begas, valued at 67! Jacks. 

The aggregate of the Chakeran and Baw- 
zec Zemeen of the Kharije Jumtna appears 
55* lacks, and (hould yield a net rental ru¬ 
pees 83! lacks. 

But 30,148 fquare miles were not in¬ 
cluded in the Aumeen inveftigation, they 
on the lame proportion would contain i8§ 
lacks of Begas , value rupees 37! lacks. 

Alio xhcNancar to Zemindars was omitted, 
which alfo, calculated at 7! per cent, on 
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the Aujil Jumma Toonuiry , will make y 
lacks of Beg a rupees, iof lacks. 

Therefore, fuppofing the total of the 
Kharije Jumma t to be 81$ lacks of Begas , 
it yields 121} lacks of rupees. This may 
be verified by another calculation, by pro¬ 
portioning the better-known alienations of 
the ceded territory to thole of the whole 
Soubab . 

The did:rids of Burdwan, Calcutta , 

1 Chittagong , Forming a ninth of Bengal , , 
after various ferutinies, being found to con -a 
tain in Chakeran and Bo'ivzee Zemeen Begas 


1,1 


76898, the proportionate relult for the 
entire country would be at lead one crore 
of Begas , producing yearly 1 <§ crore lice* 
rupees. 


In like manner the amount of the two 
general heads, Tehjil Seringamy and Kharije 
Jumma , being rents or lands fraudulently 
alienated, fheW the appropriated refources 
to be 1 crore 85 lacks rupees, which added 
to the net Malgoozary revenue, dared before 
on the acquisition of the Dewanny , makes 



the total Kharn WgJooI , or grofs receipt, an-* 
nually railed on the people, to be 5 crores 
3 lacks ficca rupees ; and when the grofs 
rental of Bahar , with the Chucklah of Mid- 
napore in Orifla, are added to the account, 
the ium will not fall ftort of 6 crores 30 
lacks. 


CHAP. XIV, 


Deduction from accurate Invcjtigatidn . 

We may now exhibit a Iketch of what 
might, with probability of general benefit, 
be incurred on account of MofuJJll Zemin - 
dary charges of collection of every denomi¬ 
nation, of police for the prefervation of the 
public peace, by an adequate militia, and 
of the mofl ample Brahminical eftablift ¬ 
men t, whether avowed or fecret, for the 
purpofes of the religion of the natives. 
Suppofe the Soubah compoied of 400 Rub¬ 
le man or Zemindary jurisdictions, in'clufive 
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I,6oo Purgunnahs , having each a Canon- 
goe> and with an equal number of Puiwarea, 
25,000 villages , containing each 60 houfes, 
of rather lefs than feven perfons, to make 
the afiiimed population of ten millions of 
fouls fcattered through its territories, in all 
its dim eh lion 3 of 91,000 fquare Britifb 
miles.,, of which 72,000 productive; then 
the three orders of fuperior native officers, 
neceflary, as above Hated, for the internal 
management of the finances, would be en¬ 
titled to r'4| percent, on the grofs receipts; 
*—*28,000 j Berkandazes and Subundy troops 
chiefly in the frontier diftri&s, with a fub- 
fiflance to each of 12 Begas 'm free land, 
affisrned over at the moderate value of one 

O 

rupee per Bega ;— 50,000 pikes, forming 
a relief of flationary village Peons., every 
where indifpenlably neceflary, and main¬ 
tained on an allotment of 10 Begas of 
ground to each individual—45,000 Mo- 
lungees , being the prefumed original num¬ 
ber of fait manufacturers, polled if p; f>r 
their fupport 4 Begas individually, belides 
a rupee per Menfem in rice, or money for 
their half year’s labour, with a lurplus of 
2$ lacks of rupees' or Pool and Bherybandy 




<§L 

0 - 

fujjil Zemin ditty expences (as probably let- 
tied .in 1722) rather more than 25 per cent., 
or 36 lacks, on the rent-roll of that period; 
being the Auffil Jumma d’oornary of Jqffier 

And if under Bawzee Zemeett we allow 
20 Begas of the richeR land to be let apart 
tor the religious maintenance of each Bt ah- 
mm , admitting two to each village, con- 
fequcntly a legion of 50,000 for the whole 
country, the whole unappropriated funds 
for neceliary disbursements will be 46 lacks 
ficca rupees. 

Though the eolledion of Soubabdary 
,/lboabs lirice eftabliflied on the original af- 
felfment cannot be attended with extraor¬ 
dinary charge, while levied rate ably by the 
Zemindary jurifdidions, yet, in fad, near 
3-f per cent, additional, hath been incurred 
under the head Mufcoorat , on account of 
thole newly accumulated impofts, or of 
more exfenfive agency; to which being 
added one third of expenditure for a like 
increafe in the quantity of fait manufadured 
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\nv%ee Khurcly will make the total ,i 
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d annually coniumcd, together with 4l 
lacks more to anfwer all farther contingen¬ 
cies, the total of charges vill be 56 lacks, 
leaving a clear revenue to the fovereign 
from the Soul:ah intire 6f 4 crore? 47 lacks : 
—thus, fuppofmg a Zemndary deficiency 
of 1 crore 29 lacks from the net Malgoo- 
%ary of 1171, befides a farther reduction 
of x crore 26 lacks on that fettlemenf, in 
1172, including together a pofitive unac¬ 
countable refundable yearly defalcation of 
at leaf! 2 crore s rupees. 


DeduSllon from Hy[>othefis. 

If I offered a calculation on hypothefis 
I lhould go farther, and affign to Bengal 
an area of 90,000 Britifh fquare miles, of 
which one fifth hilly, jungly, barren; one 
fifth moldy unproductive, laying under 
water, towns, highways, woods, and plea- 
furabie waftes ; two fifths rich common 
pafturage, with plantations altogether ex¬ 
empted from taxation ; and the remainder 
one fifth alone in cultivation, liable to the 
rents of territorial proprietory government 
at the eltablifhed rate of the Rebba, or one 
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fourth of the grofs produce of 18,000 
iquare miles, each of 1936 Bugas, which, 
at a medium of the value of the 24 per- 
gunnahs, ii rupees per Beg#, fhould yield, 
excluiive of fait profits, but including the 
foregoing collection for charges, a revenue 
of 5 crores 22 lacks 72000 ticca rupees. 

General Reflections on the relative Circum- 
Jlances oj Great Britain and Britilh India. 

In/lead of appearing to me extraordinary, 
I fhould rather be furprifed at fo fmall a 
revenue, when Great Britain, not fo popu¬ 
lous in the fame extent, inclufive of land 
tax, yields a rental of 20 millions, fup- 
poled to be only one fourth realized by the 
tenantry, which is nearly four times the 
above eftimated fovereign’s revenue of 
Bengal: but the .relative wealth of nations 
depends on the wants of people and the 
fur pi us produce of their labour beyond in¬ 
ternal confumption for foreign (ale. 

An Hindoo who at the end of the year 
can fave two rupees from the proceeds of 
his mduftry, rated at 100 in the market. 



is richer than an EngliJhtnan who, after in¬ 
curring two Shillings a day for pc Tonal 
expence, ihould be able to lay by a profit 
of two guineas from his whole eftimated 
labour of ioo. 


Befides this, where foil is fertile, indo¬ 
lence increafes; and in Bengal indolence is 
increafed by climate and religion; two 
fifths being pa Hu rage untaxed, though it 
brings nothing to the Hate, gives much to 
the people and workmen, being confined 
by Cajl cr 'Tribe to particular profeffions, 
are mere journeymen, without capital, and 
depending annually for advances, which 
muff be in proportion to the extra demand, 
combine to make the ret purees for a fund 
of opulence, comparatively lrnall to thofe 
of the weftern hemifphere. 


The confederation of the drains of fpecie 
is alarming to many; but when we know 
that for twenty-five years 1'ucceflively a 
crore went to Delhi which never returned 
but circiutoufly by commerce; and al¬ 
though che Reports of 1773 Rate 5 crores 
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being exported from 1757 to 1765, yet the 
influx in that period was a crore of lpeck. 

Among the mod: ferioits mirtakes of 
European philofophers and fkirefmen are, 

1 if. Such as occur in confidering the na¬ 
ture, extent, and influence of the trade of 
Bengal refpe&ivcly to the. internal profi- 
perity of the country, or its foreign inte- 
refls fubfervient to the views of the pro¬ 
tecting power of Britain—ad, A luppoh- 
tion of the exiflance of a great comparative 
flock of labour applicable to agriculture or 
manu failures, requiring a proportionate 
quantity of circulating fpccie, in addition 
to the large capital neceflary for annual 
reprodu&ion, and capable of con fide table 
increafe by accumulation of profit — 3d, 
The condemnation of the Company’s pre- 
fent mercantile ly hem as ruinous in draw¬ 
ing any, or fo large a portion of furplus 
nmnujatiured produce , inflead of the ancient 
greater pecuniary tribute. 

1. The commerce of Bengal is of the 
fimpleft kind; the hufbandmen, to make 
good a moderate demand for cultivated 
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nds, carry the furplus to market, where 
it is diftributed on two branches of inland 
trade; the one furmfhing the neceflarii.es of 
life to the riel;, the other affording the 
raw materials lor that part of the inhabi¬ 
tants who are manufacturers. 


The total pecuniary valuation of this 
commerce has varied in its ancient ftandard 
from three great events; the dilcovery of 
American mines; the paflageof the Cape of 
Good Hope; and the diflolution of tire 
Muflulman. empire of Bejapoor . The ut- 
molt we can allow, from a verification from 
five years medium, ending 1785, of the 
Cuilom-houfe rated collection for the grofs 
trade of the Soubah , docs not exceed 6p 
crores ficca rupees, which, after its two¬ 
fold diflribution internally, may l>e fuh- 
divided into, 

1. Articles of prime ne- 


cefiky; 


nee, gram, 


ike., oil 


carried to inland market for 
home confumption, about 
one twentieth exported. - - 
2. Articles of fecond ne- 
ceffity; fait, beetle, fugar. 


2 crores 
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/pints, iron, chinam, hemp, 
luck, paper, all for internal 
consumption, except i fifth 
exported in fait, opium, in¬ 
digo, and Silt pet re - 

3* Articles of luxury; 
raw filk, cotton, filk manu- 
fa&ured, including price of 
raw materials arid labour, 

2 thirds for exportation to 
Eui ope, i crore 60 lacks, 
and 60lacks to gulph, coafts, 
and iflands, in Indian feas ; 
leaving tor home coufump- 
tion i crore 10 lacks - 


<SL 


- i C, 20 lacks 


3 C. 30 lacks 


1 be influence of fitdh commerce in fe- 
curing, with political certainty, internal 
pmfperity, as well as the liberal foreign 
pmtefhon of Great Britain, will appear 

heft after the following obfervations on the 
next heads, 

2. I he. r uppofition of a great compara¬ 
tive ftock of labour in agriculture and rna 
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mi failures, requiring a proportionate quan 
tity of circulating fpecie. 


Take the land in tillage in the courfe of 
the year, thirty-five millions fmalleft Re~ 
yutty Begas , of which one third only, on a 
medium, is in culture in either of the three 
feafons, Khereef, Rubbi , Bhadovy—we mull 
reckon for every twenty-five Begas one la¬ 
bouring farmer with a family of five per- 
fons, of all ages and fizes, will make the 
aggregate peasantry, including manufac¬ 
turers, 8,400,000 in the total of ten mil¬ 
lions of l'ouls. The total produce, eftipna- 
ted at 6 rupees per Bega, will amount to 
20 crores rupees, being beyond the qua¬ 
druple of the largeft afiigned rental to Go¬ 
vernment; to this add 3 crores for work 
of manufacturers, with rearers of (ilk 
worms, the total value of the induftry of 
the country is no more than 24 crores of 
rupees for all the objeCts of fubfiitence, 
revenue, and commerce* 


<SL 


The quantity of fpecie required, is for 
the purpofes of commerce, the manufac¬ 
turer and hulbandman having little ufe of 
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circulation: the amount of 
this commerce, as above Hated, 6f crores, 
and of this, near 5I crores, exclufive of the 
amount of Jairm&falt revenue, fhould be 
received yearly into the public exchequer, 
but is not fo long withheld, nor does it 
depend wholly on the three local fubdivi- 
Hons of the Fujiliec or harveft fealon, for 
the receipts come in by monthly iuftall- 
ments, to re-iflue by the monthly diiburfe- 
ments of Govern men t ; and the Exche- 
cper receipts, thus abforbing five fixths of 
the futplus product of the foil, we may 
faf’dy conclude that the circulating capital 
in ipecie is made to perform at leaf! three 
revolutions annually, and that the fum 
a&ually required for current ule, probably 
never exceeded 2 crores 20 lacks, or about 
one third of the whole value of exchange¬ 
able commodities fold in the courfe of the 
year. 

When CoJJim xlli re-coined annually, the 
amount, eftimated by the duty of 2 per cent, 
paid, appears not to have exceeded 11 crore. 

If the circulating wealth be thus limited. 
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how much more fo will the profitable ca« 
pital of annual reprodu&ion be 

Cattle being fed gratuitoufly, ten yoke 
of oxen, fufftejient. for the thicclold calti” 
vation of too Begas of land, may be pur* 
chafed throughout Bengal for 4° rupees, one 
fifth more of that fum will provide ploughs. 
See. The feed is faved from annual produce, 
and for the whole country does not exceed 
20 lacks; fuppofe 14 ci ores to be the ag¬ 
gregate wages of labour for the year, at. 
1 y to 18 rupees, to each individual of all 
ages, furnifhed by 35,000 Mokecdeman 
Reyuts, or chiefs of inferior Reyuts ; yet 
as this fum is paid in provifion daily, or 
proportionate to the return of the triple an¬ 
nual harvefr, by monthly inflaUments, lo 
the amount in advance never can exceed 
one twelfth of the total in money or kind, 
we are certainly within bounds in eftima- 
ting the whole flock employed, or neccf- 
fary in agriculture, at lels than 1 \ crore 
rupees, in the outlay of which the farmers 
are more than amply repaid by the profits 
of free pafturage. 
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In rmnufadures the capital necdfary, 
and titually employing the whole snduftry 
Spared from agriculture, will be found lefs 
ia proportion than what hath been affigned 
to the greater divifiou of agricultural la¬ 
bour; all the raw filk produced in the 
country, and chiefly for foreign exporta¬ 
tion, may be valued, prime colt, at <jo 
lacks, but of this turn fcarcely one thirtieth 
part can be laid out in the purchal’e of Co¬ 
coons, or rude material in its original mer» 
cable ftate, and being advanced at dif¬ 
ferent times of the year, according to the 
fucceffive Buns, or crops, varying in num¬ 
ber from three to fix of the mulberry and 
prod lift of tine worm, the amount re¬ 
quired in any given peiiod becomes ex¬ 
tremely fmall, and will probably be re¬ 
turned in late to the fitft dealer, before his 
flock can be employed in a lecond opera¬ 
tion. Again, the labour of winders, con- 
llituting the remainder of the price, is 
only paid ia monthly wages, and, for the 
moll part, turned to profit in courfe of die 
fame ihort interval, while all the offices 
and implements of work required through¬ 
out Bengal for this particular occupation. 
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executive of the Company’s factories, with 
.more recent filature buildings, cannot ex¬ 
ceed a lack : fothat, perhaps, the trading 
Hock conftantly employed in the whole of 
this fpecies of manufacture, until it- falls 
into the hands of the great foreign ex¬ 
porter, who is often in advance for the 
whole yearly produce, may reafonably be 
efti mated under ten lacks of rupees. 




In like manner in all the Qopajs, Kerp 
or Kerpas , being the Hindcoy , Bengalee, 
Shanfcrtt, and Arabic terms ufed indiferi- 
minately for cotton in its rude ft ftate, with 
feed of native growth, in two unequal 
yearly harvefb, may be four lacks of 
Mmnds ; which-, when cleanfed and dref- 
fed for lale, after lofing three fourths of 
its original grot? weight, will ftill fetch at 
the firft market, under the changed deno¬ 
mination, of Ray, Bomba , and the Arabic 
Keten, about 12 lacks of rupees; and to 
this may be added fix, or a third more, for 
the value of what is annually imported 
from Surat, but chiefly from Mir%apore t 
in the Zemindary of Benares; requiring to¬ 
gether a capital of eighteen Jacks for the 



full purchafe of rude materials ufed in all 
tile valuable cloth rr<anufadores of Bengal, 
whether for home coufumption or foreign 
exportation : the quantity of cotton thus 
employed is, however, always bought by, 
or delivered out in infinite detail to, the. 
Kcttcnees, or fpinners, and generally in pro¬ 
portion to their monthly work, which is at 
once fo laborious and cheap, when under 
circumstances of the moft per fed freedom 
from all, reftraints of the fovereign, the 
merchant, or any of their prop>er agents, 
that though the price of fine thread ipun, 
after lofing a third more of its weight in 
farther refinement, is enhanced to fix teen 
times the value of the raw material, yet, 
and it is a very remarkable fad founded 
on the mod: experienced credible informa¬ 
tion, this labour lcarcely yields a fub- 
f fence of p Annas , or about eighteen pence 
per rnenftm , being no more than three far¬ 
things a day to each individual, of a corps 
of induftrious poor, perhaps eight hundred 
thoufand in all, whofe work the world be¬ 
tides could not fupply; a fad, indeed, 
which might appear altogether wonderful, 
:f it were not at the fame time obferved. 


miSTfty 



[ 2 93 ] 

X the greater part of this body of people 
is cbmpofed of women belonging to the 
families of the hulhandmen or rmnufaitu* 
rers, and who could not othenviic be more 
ufefully employed, at leaft during the hot 
and rainy feafons of the year. However 
this may be, fuppofing the number of 
weavers, whether matters or journeymen, 
throughout the country to be three hun¬ 
dred thoufand, employed in working up 
annually three millions of pieces oi' cloth, 
worth, at prime coft, two crore ami eighty 
lacks of rupees, including about 15 lacks 
for the value of ttlk piece goods, yet as 
the amount of thread is not above ha|f the 
price of the tiuiflied man u failure* and that 
the capital laid out in -the pmchaleof iuch 
materials feldom or never can equal the 
confumption of two months labour, lo the 
whole productive ftock at any time requi¬ 
red, or actually in ufe, for completing all 
thole beautiful fabrics, fo much the objeCt 
of our admiration, after allowing a loom 
of fix, rupees to be renewed one®in twenty 
years for every workman, will not exceed 
25 lacks of rupees, being rather lefs than 
the eleventh part of the full advances made 




[ 2 9* 1 

the great interior or foreign exporting 
merchant. On the whole we may ven¬ 
ture to {fate, as inconteftable, that the ut~ 
molt grofs capital of every kind employed, 
poffible to be fo, under pretent local cir- 
cumftances, with the limited demand from 
abroad, in a yearly reproduction, valued 
at 24 crores of rupees, toaniwer the rent, 
profits, or dock, and wages of labour in 
all the various branches of agriculture, 
manufactures, internal commerce, falls 
rather fhort, of one fxth of the amount 
produced, or four crores of rupees, of 
which two thirds may and fhould conftantly 
be, in fotne fhape or other, at the foie out¬ 
lay or rifque of the Englifh Eaft-lndia 
Company, as fovereign agent or merchant, 
to fet in motion a proportionate if a re of all 
the iuduftry of the country, thus defined 
to feed fo many millions, perhaps, of the 
pooreft relatively, though independantly 
the richeft, moil ufeful, civilized, inoffen- 
five, peaceable body of fubjeCts now exifl> 
ing on the face of the earth. 


Thirdly and laftly, the mo ft dangerous 
t prevalent error is that which reprefents 



Company’s 

importing- any, or fo large a portion of 
the furplus produce of their territorial ac- 
quiinions in India, without receiving the 
uhui.1 or adequate returns in ipecie or other 
exchangeable merchandize : but iurely thole 
who have adopted this miftake were unin¬ 
formed of, or did not avert to, three prin¬ 
cipal, local, or experienced, analogous 
falls, which feem irreliftibly and decilively 
to determine ail the merits of the quell ion : 
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mercantile lyilem as ruinous 



( 


ill. That the Moghul Emperors, for¬ 
merly potfellbrs of Hindohan, when its 
proljperity was ftippoied to be greateft, 
drew an annual revenue frotri Bengal of at 
leall one crore of ficca rupees in money, 
which never again returned into the circu¬ 
lation of the country, unlefs through the 
operations of commerce, dill exift.ing pof- 
fibly on a larger loale, and in a different 
channel; and that the prefent reprelenta- 
tive fovereigns, now iutitled at lead to the 
fame neat landed income, give up the claim 
of pecuniary tribute, becaufe the importa¬ 
tion of fpecic has ceafed inafmuch as they 
were themfelves before indrumental to its 



and are henceforth contented to re¬ 
ceive the regal duties, in revolving mauu- 
i i faffcured production of the people’s labour; 
in fupport. of which they are become 
highly interefted, locally, in behalf of the 
poor native inhabitants, and nationally, 
on account of the great important advan¬ 
tages derived from this chief provincial do¬ 
main of the Brittfh empire in India. 

2 dly. That the people of this country, 
generally, never had, or can have, the 
fm aU f ft. occasion for any foreign importa¬ 
tion of goods, the neceffaries or fuperfiui- 
ties of life, rawer wrought up, excepting 
perhaps a third of the cotton ufed in home 
manufactures, and which hath of late 
years neceffaniy been iurntfhed from abroad 
• on account of the hidden increafed demand 
from Europe, together with Hindooftany 
indolence, requiring the fpur of heavy ex¬ 
actions, to turn the attention of the pea- 
fantry from the exclulive enlarged private 
gain of graziers, to the narrowed more 
public benefits of agriculture ; and that the 
woollens, lead, copper, warlike ilores, ar¬ 
ticles of provifion, &c. annually brought 
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■om the other parts of the world, 
folcly to fupply the confumptioji of fo¬ 
reigners, luxurious Muffulman natives, or 
ambitious neighbouring rulers, dellrous of 
introducing among their foldiery the cloath- 
ing, arms, and accoutrements:, with fuch- 
like outward appendages of that military 
difciplme which, in latter times, hath fo 
powerfully fuftained the fhock of unre 
{trained tyrannic deipotifm, in its wild, 


ungovernable career. 


returning 


to fir ft 


principles of barbarous anarchy. 


And, 3dlv, That the united proprietory 
reprefentative fovereignty of the lands of 
Bengal is virtually, in right, poftcftion, 
faft, and relative circumft&nces, but on a 
large imperial (cale, almoft preciiely what 
private individual territorial property was ir« 
forae provinces of North America, and what 
ftill continues to be univerfally through¬ 
out the Wef-India //lands, with relpedl to 
local or more extern,five national interefts oi: 
the high, ruling, proteaing ftate of Bri¬ 
tain, and differing only in the deferiptive 
terms of conquered and colonized depen¬ 
dencies, the former laboured by freemen., 


the latter by flaves ; and though it be no-* 
toriovifly known, that the yearly produce, 
rude and manufactured,. of the Weft In¬ 
dies has been exported for a century pail 
to the mother country, and there combined, 
for the moil part, without any adequate 
returns having been made, either in fpecia f 
or exchangeable merebandi e, yet it never 
entered into the mind of man to lay, or 
fuppofe, that this commerce was ruinous 
to our inlular pofteftton -; but rather, on 
the contrary, beneficial in proportion to its 
extent; and that if France or Spain hath 
preferved more entire, or turned to better 
account, territorial acqiufitions in the fame 
quarter of the world, it is chiefly to be 
al’cribed to the genius of a government 
which unites every idea of right, dominion, 
and national wealth under the limple power 
of dcfpotifm, which is ever found raoft 
efficient in maintaining with prompt energy, 
a, diftant control, and drawing forth the 
induftry of foreign enervated fubjects, 
necelfarily ruled by vice royal or other de¬ 
legated admituftration. 

It would be unfair, then, to fix on others 












